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Friends of the Willis Museum 
Newsletter, May 2014 

 
 

So good that it’s over at last: almost as soon as the repaired and repainted museum had emerged from its 
scaffolding cloak, it nearly disappeared again behind the hoardings round the re-paving work in the Market 
Place. This was the scene on March 12th. Finding the way into the Willis was not easy. 

 
‘The Friends’ was founded in 1978 to promote, support and improve the Willis Museum. 

Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month for ten months of the year, and other 
events are arranged from time to time. Registered Charity no 280406. 

 
Annual subscription £10; visitor for one month £2 

 
Your committee 

Derek Anthony (Chairman), Ian Williams (Deputy Chairman), Lesleyanne Hatt (Secretary), 
Howard Ray (Treasurer), Alistair Craig, John Hollands (Publicity), Shelagh LeMarechal, 

Cathy Williams (Programme Secretary), Jenny Stevens (Curator, ex officio).  
 

Contact us c/o the museum or by email at enquiries@ friendsofwillis.hampshire.org.uk 
This issue was edited and distributed by Derek Anthony and John Hollands. 
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Chairman’s Jottings, by Derek Anthony 

 
On behalf of your committee, welcome to this issue of our regular Newsletter.  We are particularly grateful to 
John Hollands for all his hard work as editor. 
 
The 2014 programme of monthly meetings is now in full swing and I do hope that you have been able to join us 
for at least some of the very interesting talks.  Amongst other guests we have welcomed speakers Bob Clarke, 
on the subject of “The False Messiah of Overton”, Richard Tanner on “The Hejaz Railway and Lawrence of 
Arabia” and Tim Arlott on his father, John Arlott. 
 
Tim’s talk was timed to coincide with a small exhibition in the Museum commemorating the centenary of John 
Arlott’s birth on 25th February 1914.  The exhibition was the subject of an article in the Basingstoke Gazette 
dated 6th March 2014.  We are very much indebted to our Programme Secretary, Cathy Williams, for arranging 
both the exhibition and Tim Arlott’s talk. 
 
As well as welcoming a number of new and returning members over the past few months, we have said 
“goodbye” to David and Betty Carwardine.  David and Betty will be particularly remembered for donating 
copies of their son, Mark’s books on natural history to the monthly raffle and for David’s talk about his father 
and the invention of the Anglepois Lamp.  We will miss David and Betty and wish them all the very best in 
their new home in Chippenham. 
 
Your committee is currently working on an exhibition for the Museum’s Community Gallery about the work of 
the Morris Singer Art Foundry which was based in Basingstoke from 1967 to 1999 and is now in Lasham.  The 
Exhibition will run from Saturday 28th June to Saturday 23rd August.  Further information is available on the 
Willis Museum website. 
 
Members are reminded that non-member guests wishing to join us for one of our monthly meetings must book a 
place at least 48 hours ahead of the meeting by telephoning the Museum on 01256 465902 or risk finding that 
all seats are taken.  Also, as a courtesy to our speakers and to avoid interruptions, the doors to the Museum will 
be closed at 7.30pm.     

 
 

Meeting John Arlott, by Derek Wren 
 
I only met John Arlott three times.  The last time was forty three years ago but I still remember him as one of 
the most outstanding persons I have had the pleasure of knowing. 
 
In April 1964, as soon as I saw the programme for a study course on Basingstoke’s history which Eric Stokes, 
chairman of Basingstoke WEA had prepared I saw the possibility of writing the story, recording it and then 
broadcasting it and illustrating it by accompanying slides.  I knew this had to be done before the buildings to 
illustrate it were demolished.  I also knew that its success would depend on the quality of the narrator.  John 
Arlott was the obvious person. 
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All the members of the study group were surprised and delighted by the charming letter I received from John 
Arlott, written on the 14th April.  He wrote, ‘In principle, I should like to help,’ and went to explain that as it 
was the start of the summer season for cricket, he would find it difficult to fit it in. 
 
He also asked if I intended to film or ‘is it a voice background to slides?  The latter method is one I do not like 
– it so often-indeed, usually, fails.  But do tell me what you think.’  Fortunately I found there was equipment for 
sale which changed the slides as the tape ran through it.  Also there was a member of the team which I had 
gathered together who could mark the changes on the tape. 

 
Some time in the early autumn I drove to New 
Alresford to meet John at the ‘The Old Sun’, the 
former pub which John and his second wife, 
Valerie, had bought three years earlier and 
converted into a home where they could entertain 
and have room for his valuable collection of 
books and a cellar for 5,000 bottles of wine. 
Although I had heard it so often on the wireless I 
was still amazed to hear him speak with that 
unforgettable Hampshire brogue, ‘the voice of 
summer’. How many people are there still in our 
county with that wonderful voice? 
 
John made it clear he would not record any 
statement he did not agree with.  I sent him the 
script as soon as I had finished it.  It came back  

The Old Sun, New Alresford.                                                    with some words altered and others re-arranged; 
all changes I could see improved it.  Later even when reading it before the microphone he changed words as he 
spoke. 
 
On 23rd October 1964 John came to our home in Basingstoke where I had attempted to improve acoustic 
conditions in a back bedroom by hanging curtains over the windows.  John had offered to do the recording in a 
BBC studio in Southampton.  Of course, if I had even dreamed that ‘the story of Basingstoke’ would be 
available fifty years later, in a new form as a DVD, I would have accepted his offer.  He recorded the 
commentary at one sitting, smoking cheroots the whole time.  It was, he said, the longest session at one sitting 
he had ever done. 
 
By early November, only seven months since I suggested the idea to Eric Stokes, the ‘Story’ was ready.  Eric 
booked the hall of what was then Queen Mary’s Grammar School for the 11th November.  We put notices up in 
different parts of the town with the largest letters reserved for John Arlott’s name.  That evening people came 
walking from all directions towards the school until the hall was full.  The equipment worked perfectly.  The 
audience laughed at the humorous references in the story.  When it stopped there was a moment’s silence.  
Then everybody was clapping.  I wrote to John and had an immediate reply.  ‘Many thanks – and 
congratulations – so glad all went well.’ 
Three years later I met John Arlott again.  Alderman John Peat, former Mayor of Basingstoke, asked me to 
make a similar audio visual on the work being done for the elderly by the Basingstoke Old People’s Welfare 
Committee.  This took longer to make. This time David Hobman, then Information Officer of the National 
Council of Social Service, recorded the commentary.  When it was shown on the 5th April 1967, John Arlott 
was the guest of honour.   
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Afterwards he was asked to speak.  I had sent John a copy of the script but he had not seen the pictures.  He 
started by telling us of the various characters he knew when 
he was a boy in Basingstoke and ended with a plea that we 
should always care for those in our community who were 
lonely, a problem we still have today.  John held our 
attention in a way only a few speakers I have heard could. 
 
John had retired to Alderney when I offered to send him a 
copy of the ‘Story of Basingstoke’ in its new format as a 
video. In his reply he wrote ‘Many thanks for your 
thoughtful suggestion – which I gladly accept – of a copy of 
the video of Basingstoke – still home as far as I am 
concerned.’ 
Right: Commemorative display by Ian and Cathy Williams 

 
 
John Arlott was not the first broadcaster to commentate on 
cricket.  E.W.Swanton had done that in 1938, but I doubt 
whether any other has had John’s gift for words, written 
poetry and 93 books and been the Guardian correspondent on 
wine. John was not only born in Basingstoke. It was at 
May’s cricket ground where John first acquired his love for 
cricket. Basingstoke should be proud to celebrate John’s 
centenary this February. 

 
 

Memories of Church Street Methodist Church, by Cathy Williams 
 

 
It was a fine church and the rooms behind were like a warren. 
The one immediately behind the church had a stage and we had 
Brownies in there. Guides were held in an upstairs room to the 
right. The building was built around a grass courtyard where we 
would annually put up bell tents in preparation for annual camp. 
The 7th Basingstoke Brownies, Guides, Wolf Cubs and Scouts 
relocated to the Methodist Church at the top of Sarum Hill which 
has also been demolished and rebuilt. I went on to help with the 
Cubs and have been involved with Scouting off and on ever 
since. Guide Captain was Miss Porch assisted by Mrs Osborne, 
Brownies had Mrs Goddard as Tawny Owl and Miss Saunders 
was Akela for Cubs. 
 
For a number of years the rose window that stood at the east end 
of the church lay dismantled on the edge of the Engineers 
Department yard at Park Prewett and the thought was that it 
would be incorporated into the chapel in the hospital or a new 
chapel would be built. Was that ever saved? 
 
 
 
Left: Order of service for the final service before closure and 
demolition, to make room for Festival Place, 17 October 1965  
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Jobs for women in Basingstoke… in 1911, by John Hollands 

 
In the Local History Room we have photocopied excerpts from the 1911 Census Report for Hampshire 
(published in 1913). In a previous article (September 2011) I wrote about what the Report tells us how males 
were employed in Basingstoke in 1911. This time I am looking at what it tells us about the employment of 
women.  
 
 All the information in the census report is presented in the form of tables, and I shall be referring to two tables 
in particular. One is Table 25 which tells us in a fairly general way what types of work Basingstoke women 
were engaged in, and enables us to make comparisons between Basingstoke and the other census areas in 
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight.  
 
I shall also be making use of Table 22 which breaks down these categories of work into specific jobs and also 
shows how many males and how many females, unmarried, married and widowed were doing each kind of job, 
but this information relates to Hampshire as a whole and not to the individual census districts, so I shall 
sometimes make assumptions that what applied to the county as a whole roughly applied to Basingstoke in 
particular.  
 
Sometimes I shall quote Kelly’s and Munday’s directories for the year 1907 for examples of Basingstoke 
women doing particular jobs. (These are the closest we have in date to 1911.)   
 
The way men were employed in 1911 differs greatly from the situation today, but we shall see that in the case 
of women the differences are much greater still. They (but not men) are also categorised in this census report as  
“unmarried”, “married” or “widowed” reflecting an underlying assumption that most married women would 
exclusively devote all their time to husbands and families, and not have a career. Thus a far smaller proportion 
of the female population was in work compared to males, (and compared to the situation today), and those 
women that were employed were mostly unmarried, though there was some scope for widows to take up an 
occupation once more.  
 
A total of 4905 females aged ten and upwards were recorded in Basingstoke in this census. 3121 of these were 
“retired or unoccupied” (63.5%) leaving 1784 (36.5%) in employment. The unoccupied category mostly 
consisted of married women, but it would also for example have included girls still at school. (The normal 
school leaving age was 14, but it was possible for children to leave at an earlier age in special circumstances.)  
 
2356 of these females were unmarried of whom 1461 (62%) were in employment. Bearing in mind that a 
substantial number of these would have been too young or too old to have jobs, it can be seen that most 
unmarried females of working age were in employment. The picture changes radically in the case of married 
women. These numbered 2079 of whom just 184 were in employment (9 %). There were 470 widows of whom 
139 (30%) had jobs. Many of these widows would have been too old to work so the percentage in employment 
is quite significant.  
 
From table 22 we learn that there were no women in Hampshire at all in certain occupations. There were no 
women police, none engaged in the “Defence of the Country” and no women clergy. (Today Basingstoke has at 
least two women vicars and two women non-conformist ministers.)  There were however female “itinerant 
preachers, scripture readers and mission workers, some of whom were married, and these actually outnumbered 
their male counterparts.  At an earlier date George Willis’s mother Sarah had been employed in this way (See 
Dear Mr Willis, by Derek Wren, page 3). There were no women barristers or solicitors in the county, though 
there were a few legal clerks.  
 
Again there were no women in the whole of Hampshire engaged in “general engineering and machine making”, 
the top male occupation in Basingstoke in 1911, apart from seven women blacksmiths. One of these may have 
been Mrs Mary Anne Barnes who is listed in the 1907 Kelly’s Directory for Basingstoke as a “smith” at 47 
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Wote Street. Nor were there any in “building and works of construction” apart from four general builders, one 
painter and decorator, one monumental mason and one plumber. (I must tell this to the young lady plumber who 
usually turns up when we send for a plumber at home).   
 
In the category of “Conveyance of men goods and messages on roads” there were a few women in 
administrative and clerical jobs, but no “motor garage proprietors or workers” and no drivers of any kind. 
(Nowadays your bus driver, or even your train driver could well be a woman.) In other cases it was clear that 
women had to give up their jobs when they married. The Post Office employed more female than male 
“telegraphists” and telephone operators, (155 against 127) but all 155 women were unmarried. On the other 
hand we shall find that some jobs were done exclusively by females. 
 
What then were the categories of work undertaken by women in Basingstoke in 1911?  How important were 
these categories of work in the Basingstoke economy compared with the same categories of work in the other 
Hampshire census districts? 
How do these categories of work break down into specific jobs, and how did the number of women doing these 
jobs compare with the number of men? Which jobs were open and which closed to married women? Who were 
the main employers of women in Basingstoke? It is possible to arrive at some kind of answer to all these 
questions. 
 
As in the case of male employees in my previous article, I shall start with the category of work employing the 
most women and work down to the type of work employing the least. This information comes from Table 25. 
Using Table 22 I can arrive an approximation (only) of the proportion that were married.  
 
It will probably not surprise you to learn that by far the highest number of female workers  in Basingstoke were 
“tailoresses”; there were 584 accounting for some 33% of the Basingstoke women in employment about 10% of 
whom (table 22 suggests) were married. Most of course would have been working for Burberrys, John Mares, 
or Gerrish, Ames and Simkins. In only one of the 23 Hampshire census districts were more tailoresses 
employed; this was Portsmouth with its much larger population where there were 940, probably for the most 
part engaged in making naval uniforms. 
 
Next came domestic indoor servants; there were 468 of these, about 26% of the total number of women in 
employment in Basingstoke. (Table 22 suggests that about 93% of these were unmarried and 4% widowed.).It 
is likely that most of these would have been employed in middle class households with one or two live-in 
domestics, rather than in large establishments of the Downton Abbey type.   
 
Rather a long way behind in third place came dressmakers, 112 in number or about 6% of the female 
Basingstoke workforce. These, I am supposing, made or adapted clothing to order as distinct from the factory 
made garments made by the “tailoresses”. Burberrys employed dressmakers in their Winchester Street shop, 
whilst among the other dress shops was that of Henry Jackson in Church Street. Munday’s Directory of 1907-8 
also lists four self-employed dressmakers, all unmarried ladies, and several more are listed in Kelly’s Directory 
for the same year. 
 
 It will probably not surprise you that dress making was a preponderantly female occupation – I expect it is still. 
Table 22 tells us that there were 12 male dress makers in Hampshire compared with 8479 females (of whom 
rather more than 10% were married). The proportion of dress makers within the town’s population was about 
average among the Hampshire census districts.  
 
In fourth place were 80 women engaged in “laundry and washing service”, about 4% of the total workforce. 
Table 22 indicates that a higher proportion of these were married, compared with women in most other 
occupations, (about 28%), and that another 22% were widows. This was presumably because married women 
could take in washing in their own homes. (I am reminded of Mrs Ruggles, the dustman’s wife and mother of  a 
large family in Eve Garnett’s children’s novel, The family from One End Street.)   
 
The 62 women in the next highest category were “food dealers, general shopkeepers and dealers”. Table 22 
indicates that the specific job within this category that employed the largest number of women was that of baker 
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and confectioner.  1699 women were employed thus in Hampshire compared with 1425 men. Among those 
listed in Kelly’s 1907/8 Directory were Mrs Louisa Edwards of 18 Church Street, Mrs Martha Gibbons of 30 
Winchester Street, Mrs Gertrude Gwinnell of 35 Winchester Street, Mrs Catherine Mumford of 6 Wote, and 
Mrs Rose Thornton whose baker’s shop in Flaxfield Road was combined with a sub-post office.  Again the 
proportion of married women was higher than in most female occupations (31% married plus 8% widowed). At 
a time when so many shops were small independent businesses, many of these women would have “lived over 
the shop” making it more possible for them to work and keep and attend to their families at the same time.  
Interestingly one of the confectioners was Miss Hannah Barnes of 47, Wote Street sharing premises with Mrs 
Mary Ann Barnes the smith mentioned earlier.  
 
Table 22 indicates that more women than men served in shops as “drapers, linen drapers and dealers in dress”, 
2595 in Hampshire as a whole compared with 1411 men. Probably most of the customers would have been 
women, and many of these might well have preferred to be served by other women. Here the proportion of 
married to unmarried workers was much lower, however, about 6% married and 2% widowed, perhaps because 
shops of this kind tend to be larger businesses where the proprietor was less likely to “live over the shop.” 
 
Next came 57 women teachers, another occupation in which women outnumbered men, then as now. 5017 
women teachers were recorded in Hampshire (compared with 1894 men) 4639 (92%) of them were unmarried, 
a very different situation from that which pertains today. It was probably quite common for the few married 
women teachers to be the wives of male teachers in the same school. John Arlott wrote about one such lady 
who taught at Fairfields School in the 1920s, Mrs Taylor, the wife of “Snuffy” Taylor the Headmaster. Four 
women heads of private schools are listed in Kelly’s 1907 directory, Miss Ada Coates of 55 Church Street, 
Miss Bessie Smith of 18 Winchester Road, Mrs Ruth Smith of Greenbank, Cliddesden Road, and Mrs Fanny 
Watterson of 27 Sarum Hill.  
 
Forty eight Basingstoke women were employed in “unspecified occupations”, and the same number as inn and 
hotel keepers and barmaids. There were 2004 women inn and hotel keepers in Hampshire compared with 2888 
men, and for once those that were married outnumbered those that were single (1110 to 586 plus 308 widows). 
As with some other occupations where a large proportion of women were employed, the places where these 
ladies worked would also normally be their home making it somewhat easier to combine work with family 
duties.  They would also be employers or self-employed rather than employees, and it is probably true to say 
that feisty married ladies are particularly well suited to dealing with drinkers at a public house!  Mrs Elizabeth 
Shorney who kept the Rose and Crown in Church Street might well have been one such lady, though 
presumably Mrs Rose Beck kept a more staid (certainly more sober) establishment at her Temperance Hotel on 
Station Hill.  
 
Table 22 tells us that more women than men in Hampshire served behind bars, (653 compared with 474), 
though waiters outnumbered waitresses by 801 to 451. Munday’s Directory of 1907/8 lists nine hotels in 
Basingstoke and more than thirty inns where women may have been employed in this way. Once again nearly 
all the women concerned were unmarried.  
 
A rather different situation applied in the case of female “coffee house and eating house keepers”, of whom 
Basingstoke had 41.  Of the 339 listed for Hampshire (compared with 348 men), 171 were married and 41 were 
widows. (In Basingstoke a Mrs Emma Vanderplank advertised “Dining Rooms” at no’s 2 and 2A Brook Street.) 
Probably the reason once again is that for many of them their place of work was also their home making it 
easier to work and look after a family at the same time. These women were also employers or self-employed so 
there was no pressure on them from above to give up work when they married.  
 
The following table sets out the remaining female occupations in Basingstoke in descending order of numbers: 
 

Commercial, bank and insurance clerks, law clerks 38 
Milliners 28 
Char women, day girls, day servants 27 
Midwives, sick nurses, invalid attendants 24 
Municipal, parish, etc officers, hospital and institution services 22 
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Domestic service in Hotels, lodgings and eating houses 20 
Civil service, telegraph and telephone service 17 
Literary, scientific and political; art, music and drama 10 
Others engaged in  service 10 
Stay makers, shirt makers, seamstresses 10 
Agriculture on farms, woods and gardens 07 
Wood, furniture, fittings and decorations 04 
Chemicals, explosives, oil, grease and soap 03 
Other workers in dress 03 
Metals, machines, implements and conveyances 01 

 
Table 22 shows that women (as usual nearly all unmarried)  were by this time making a growing impact on the 
world of commerce, (2097 in the county compared with 4606 men) probably not a little because their nimble 
fingers were well suited to the use of the by now common typewriters. A Basingstoke lady insurance agent in 
1907 was Mrs Anne Taplin of 23 Sarum Hill.   It looks as though the legal profession however was much more 
conservative than insurance, banks or commerce.  In Hampshire as a whole just 17 (single) ladies were 
employed as law clerks compared with 684 men, and as noted above there were no women barristers or 
solicitors. 
 
Women employed in the civil service, telegraph and telephone services were predominantly employed behind 
post office counters (671 compared with 808 men), or as telegraph or telephone operators where the 155 
women so employed in Hampshire outnumbered the 127 males. As noted above, the latter appears to have been 
a job that women were automatically expected to leave when they got married, though the proportion of 
married women counter clerks was a little higher than in many occupations, (about 14 %) perhaps again 
because this was another occupation in which many such women “lived over the shop”. We have already met 
Mrs Thornton who kept the combined baker’s shop and post office in Flaxfield Road.                                                                                                                           
 
It will be seen that three of the occupations listed in this table are to do with dress, namely milliners, stay 
makers, shirt makers and seamstresses, adding to the tailoresses and dressmakers noted above. This was of 
course still a time when no one would normally venture out of doors without wearing a hat. Munday’s 1907/8 
directory lists five businesses in Basingstoke under the heading “milliners” though some of these combined 
millinery with dressmaking. In the county as a whole there were 1552 women milliners, as usual nearly all 
unmarried whilst just seven males were employed in this work.  
 
Charwomen, day girls and day servants, domestics in  hotels and lodging houses, and others engaged in service, 
(not a clearly described category), could more or less be grouped with the domestic servants and those engaged 
in laundry and washing service mentioned above. Table 22 lists 2174 charwomen in Hampshire, an exclusively 
female occupation, and interestingly the largest sub-group here consists of 1153 widows (53%), suggesting that 
this a kind of work that badly off working class widows were often forced into.  
 
Table 22 indicates that midwifery was another exclusively female occupation, and here again was one of the 
few female occupations where unmarried women were in the minority (40 out of 198). It was presumably seen 
as an advantage for a woman in this job to have experienced giving birth herself.  This was much less the case 
with sick nurses and invalid attendants, then as now a predominantly but not exclusively female profession 
(3007 women in Hampshire compared with 70 males). 2161 of these women were unmarried, compared with 
313 married women, and 533 widows (again suggesting that this is one of the jobs that widows often returned 
to). Table 22 gives an indication that women were just beginning to enter the higher reaches of the medical 
profession, as it lists 12 women doctors in Hampshire, compared with 730 men and 8 women dentists compared 
with 224 males, though I have not found evidence that any of them practised in Basingstoke. 
 
With the help of Munday’s Directory I can fairly confidently name three of the ten ladies listed in the “literary, 
scientific, political, art, music and drama” category. They were Miss Amy Aylward of Sarum Hill, Miss Coupe 
of Church Square and Miss Lee of London Street, all music teachers. Kelly’s gives us the names of two more, 
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Mrs Emily Gibson also of Sarum Hill, and Miss Mary Joyce an art teacher of 9 Beaconsfield Road. It would be 
interesting to know who the others were.   
 
My article on the employment of males in Basingstoke showed that a surprisingly large number were employed 
in agriculture and indeed that there were several farms inside the municipal boundary. As farms were often 
family businesses passed down through the generations it should be no great surprise to find that seven 
Basingstoke women were employed in agricultural work or market gardening.  For the same reason women 
farmers were not all that unusual, and at least one of these seven women appears to have been one, namely Mrs 
Shervill of Merton Farm.   
 
Table 22 indicates that the largest number of women  employed in “wood, furniture, decorations and fittings” 
were upholsterers, so perhaps some or all of the four ladies mentioned worked for Moody and Son, the cabinet 
makers of 17 London Street or one of the three other cabinet makers listed in Munday’s 1907/8 directory. I 
have been unable to discover where those engaged in the unattractive sounding occupations concerned with 
chemicals, explosives, oil, grease and soap might have worked, but I note from another table that 17 men were 
employed in Basingstoke in the same  work, 
So there is likely to have been a small manufacturer in Basingstoke making products of this kind. Does anyone 
know of one? 
 
By and large then the jobs available locally to women in 1911 were pretty limited. In many cases those that 
were available could be called extensions of what women traditionally do as housewives such as making 
clothes, cooking, laundry, cleaning, looking after children, and caring for the sick. Often, too, a working 
woman’s place of work was also her home. Perhaps the biggest signs of women breaking free of these moulds 
were in jobs that involved the relatively new technology of the typewriter and the telephone, (as long as they 
were not married, that is).  
 
Just over the horizon, however, lay the First World War, giving women the chance to prove that they could 
cope with a far greater range of jobs than they had ever done before. 
 

What’s on at the Willis 
 
 Discworld and beyond (Sainsbury Gallery) 
 Now until June 28 
Work by Paul Kidby best known as the illustrator for Terry Pratchett’s Discworld books. A truly amazing 
display of drawings, oils, acrylics and sculptures. 
 
Love-divine love (Community Gallery) 
May 17 to June 21 
An exhibition by Noel Took showcasing her own poetry and work by others who have inspired her. 
 
 
Friends’ talk: The Newbury Coat, by Jan Blight (Archaeology Gallery) 
June 10 at 7.30 pm 
The coat was made in 1811 at Greenham Mill in Newbury. Using ancient methods The Kennet Valley Guild re-
enacted its making in 1991. 
 
Willow magic 
May 27, 11 am – 3 pm 
A half term drop-in family activity with willow artist Joy Nicholas. Create your own art works in willow, £3 
per item. 
 
Adult master class with Paul Kidby 
June 26 at 11 am 
Receive hands-on help with your own work from this master illustrator in a friendly and encouraging 
atmosphere.  Cost £30. Must be booked in advance: 01256 465902 
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Bronzes for the world: the Morris Singer Foundry (Community Gallery) 
June 26 to August 23 
Sculpture and architectural metalwork cast by this famous foundry can be seen in many parts of the world. It 
was located in Basingstoke from 1967 to 1999 and is now at Lasham. This exhibition traces the foundry’s long 
and distinguished history, and looks at some of the sculptures it has cast and sculptors it has worked for. An 
exhibition by the Friends with support from BAHS, the Company and past and present workers. 
PLEASE SUPPORT THIS EXHIBITION BY YOUR SOCIETY. 
 
The Artists’ Rifles (Sainsbury Gallery) 
July 5 to September 27 
Started in 1860 as a precaution against a French invasion, this volunteer regiment enlisted some of the most 
famous artists of the period. The Great War saw a new stream of creative people join its ranks. This exhibition 
tells the story of this regiment and its members through their art works. There are loans from The Royal 
Academy, the British Council and Arts Council England. 
 
Friends’ talk: The Morris Singer Foundry, by David Vallance (Archaeology Gallery)  
July 17 at 7.30 pm 
Learn about the history of this famous local company and about what happens behind the scenes. The speaker is 
a consultant to the Foundry at Lasham and has been assisting the Friends with their concurrent exhibition. 
 
Poetry workshops 
August 6 at 2 pm, and August 16 at 11 am 
Led by Joan McGavin, Hampshire Poet for 2014 this is an opportunity to respond to exhibits in the Artists’ 
Rifles exhibition by creating your own verse. Cost £5. Must be booked in advance: 01256 465902 
 
Friends’ talk: The Arts and Crafts Movement, by Hazel Ball (Archaeology Gallery) 
September 18 at 7.30 pm 
This international design movement that flourished between about 1860 and the early years of the 20th century 
developed first and most fully in Britain. It stood for traditional craftsmanship using simple forms. 
 

Tailpiece: Eros 
 
Eros by Sir Alfred Gilbert was one of the first statues cast by J 
W Singer & Co at the company’s original home in Frome, 
Somerset. Later it was to move to London where it merged 
with the Morris Art Foundry, and so became “Morris Singer”.  
 
Cast in aluminium in 1893 – yes, not all the castings this 
company has produced are bronzes, though most of them are –
this famous sculpture in Piccadilly Circus  is a memorial to the 
great Victorian philanthropist and social reformer Lord 
Shaftesbury. 
 
The Morris Singer Company has carried out maintenance work 
on this famous sculpture on a number of occasions, and in the 
early 1980s the Basingstoke Foundry cast a small number of 
copies for sale, using the original moulds and materials as far 
as modern methods permitted.  
 
The photograph on the left is one of a number specially taken 
for our exhibition Bronzes for the world by Tom Anthony, son 
of our Chairman. 


