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Friends of the Willis Museum 
Newsletter September 2014 

 

July 5th: Cllr Anne Court, Deputy Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane, poses with Derek Anthony 
as Guest of Honour at a reception marking the opening of our exhibition Bronzes of the World. 

‘The Friends’ was founded in 1978 to promote, support and improve the Willis Museum. 
Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month for ten months in the year, and other 

events are arranged from time to time. Registered Charity no 280406. 

Annual subscription £10, visitor for one meeting £2 

Your Committee: Derek Anthony (Chairman), Ian Williams (Deputy Chairman), Lesleyanne 
Hatt (Secretary), Howard Ray (Treasurer), Alistair Craig, John Hollands (Publicity), Shelagh  

le Marechal (Outside events), Cathy Williams (Programme Secretary), Jenny Stevens 
(Curator, ex officio) 

Contact us c/o the museum or by email at enquiries@friendsofwillis.hampshire.org.uk 

Newsletter edited, duplicated and distributed by Derek Anthony and John Hollands. 
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Chairman’s Jottings, by Derek Anthony 

Welcome to the September issue of the Friends’ Newsletter.  Looking ahead, I do hope that you will be able to 
join us for the Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Friends which will take place at 7.30pm on Thursday 16th 
October immediately before the talk by Jane Hurst entitled “Jane Austen and the Villages around Chawton.”  
Enclosed with this Newsletter you will find your invitation to the AGM.  

Looking further ahead, on November 20th David Rymill from the Hampshire Records Office will talk to us about 
the local photographs of Terry Hunt from the 1920s and 1930s and on December 18th we will enjoy our annual 
Christmas party with quizzes and the distribution of the programme of talks for 2015. 

I do hope that you had a chance to view our exhibition on the work of the Morris Singer Art Foundry which 
took place from June 28th to August 23rd in the Museum’s Community Gallery.  Even if you weren’t able to visit 
the exhibition you may have seen the article about it in the Basingstoke Gazette on Thursday 17th July where it 
was described as a “fantastically enlightening little exhibition” which shines a light on the link between this 
important art foundry and the town of Basingstoke and “which thoroughly deserves to have been brought to 
the  attention  of  a  wider  audience.   Well  done  to  the  Friends.”   Well  done  also  to  John  Hollands  who  
masterminded the exhibition and saw it through to completion. 

Finally, may I remind you that non-member guests wishing to join us for one of our monthly meetings should 
book a place at least 48 hours ahead of the meeting by telephoning the Museum on 01256 465902 or risk 
finding that all seats are taken.  Also, as a courtesy to our speakers and to avoid interruptions, the doors to 
the Museum will be closed at 7.30pm. 

Discounts for Friends 

Why not take full advantage of your Friends’ membership card?  Friends of the Willis Museum have been 
granted a 10% discount on hot drinks (tea, coffee and chocolate) in the Museum café and on selected items in 
the Museum shop.  Show your Friends’ membership card when paying for hot drinks and ask a member of the 
Museum staff for details of which items in the shop are subject to the 10% discount. 
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Museums and Friends: Trust and Respect: a report on this year’s British Association of 
Friends of Museums (BAFM) Area Conference, by Derek Anthony 

On Tuesday 3rd June Shelagh le Marechal and I represented The Friends of the Willis Museum (FOWM) at the 
annual SE Western Counties Area Conference, held this year at the Southampton Solent University 
Conference Centre just round the corner from the Southampton Art Gallery. 
 
The conference was organised by Sue Hall, BAFM Regional Co-ordinator.  Sue, a great supporter of Friends 
organisations, has visited the FOWM in the past and is retiring later this year. 
 
Delegates were welcomed by Clare Faughey, Chairman of The Friends of Southampton Museums and Art 
Gallery and  Mike  Harris,  Head  of  Leisure  and  Culture  for  Southampton  City  Council.   The  conference  was  
opened by the Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire, Dame Mary Fagan. 
 
The first of the two keynote speeches was delivered by Robin Jones, Associate Professor of Art and Design at 
Southampton Solent University.  Professor Jones’s speech was entitled “Tonic for the Nation – Design and 
Decorative Arts in Post-war Britain”. 
 
In his speech Professor Jones explained the importance of the 1946 “Britain Can Make It” exhibition and the 
1951 “Festival of Britain” in helping Britain to regain its self-confidence during a period of war-damage, 
shortages and post-war austerity.  He went on to detail who were the most influential designers of the 1950s 
and early 1960s. 
 
The second keynote speech was delivered by Christopher Dobbs, Head of Interpretation at the Mary Rose 
Museum.  He explained to delegates that the objectives of the Mary Rose Trust were to find, excavate, raise, 
bring ashore, preserve, publish, report on and display for all time in Portsmouth the remains of the ship and 
its contents.  Apparently none of the money has come from taxes but the Heritage Lottery Fund has 
contributed £21 million and a total of 29,000 finds have so far been registered, most of them of an intensely 
personal nature. 
 
After a buffet lunch the delegates were taken on a tour of the excellent Southampton Art Gallery, one of the 
finest provincial galleries in the UK. 
 
During  the  afternoon  an  “Open  Forum”  for  delegates  was  co-ordinated  by  Susie  Dawson  who,  in  a  varied  
career, has run “Friends” organisations for both the Royal Academy and the Tate Galleries.  In this session a 
number of very interesting ideas were raised and discussed.  These included:- 
 

 In some US galleries and museums it is the children who are the members and their parents “tag 
along” 

 In Reading a number of organisations have banded together to offer joint benefits 
 Giving work experience placements to youngsters can get them interests in museums 
 The Arts Council promotes “takeover days” when children take over the museum 
 We should target 50 to 60 year olds so that they are ready to devote spare time to the museum 

when they retire 
 One delegate suggested that people who donate over a certain amount should be issued with an 

“excused fund-raising” certificate!  Some people might be willing to “pay” quite a lot to be excused 
the chore of fund-raising. 

 
As in previous years the 2014 conference provided delegates with an interesting, stimulating and very 
enjoyable day. 
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 To war through a familiar front door, by Harry Hall and Jenna Sharratt 

Over  the  week  beginning  July  14th Jenna  Sharratt  and  I  spent  a  few  days  on  work  experience  at  the  Willis  
Museum from Harriet Costello School. We were asked to create a resource that will hopefully be of use to 
future researchers into the First World War. The museum has an original list which an official wrote down at 
the time of men and boys who came to Basingstoke Town Hall to volunteer for war service during its first few 
days. There were 152 names written down in the order in which these volunteers turned up. Since what was 
the Town Hall is now the Willis Museum they had come through the same front door that we entered to do 
our work experience.  
The hand written list gave the names, ages and addresses of most of the men, but in some cases only the 
names had been written down. Perhaps this was because whoever was doing the writing wanted to shorten a 
long queue of men waiting to have their names recorded, knowing that afterwards they would anyway have 
to fill in these details on a form. . Sometimes we found the handwriting very difficult to read, and although we 
took great care over deciphering it we couldn’t be absolutely sure that we got all the names right. Again this 
was probably because the writer was in a hurry. 

With the help of John, a museum volunteer, we used this list to create a data base on an Excel spreadsheet, 
with  columns  for  name,  age,  address,  and  town  or  village  of  habitation.  This  enabled  us  to  create  an  
alphabetical list of names, and where the other details had been recorded we could re-arrange the list to 
group men according to their age and according to the streets, towns or villages that they came from.  

The list gave the ages of 83 of the volunteers. These ranged from 17 to 35. Fifty two were aged 20 or under, 
and the highest number of any one age was twenty four 18 year olds. Only seven were aged over thirty. No 
doubt men with a wife and family would be less eager to volunteer. 

The list gave the town or village where 122 of the men lived. As you might expect the largest number, (sixty 
eight)  lived in Basingstoke itself  whilst,  again,  as  you might expect,  most  of  the others came from towns or  
villages  governed  by  the  then  Basingstoke  Rural  District  Council.  No  doubt  Basingstoke  Town  Hall  was  the  
local recruiting station for them all. However some lived outside this area: three were from Newbury, one was 
from  Reading,  and  one  was  from  as  far  away  as  Brighton.  Perhaps  he  was  so  eager  not  to  miss  the  action  
(“Over by Christmas”) that he couldn’t wait to get back to his home town to sign up there.  

Regarding those with addresses in Basingstoke the largest number from any one street was seven from May 
Street followed by six from Coronation Road. Where addresses were close together we thought it likely that 
the men and boys living there knew one another and probably encouraged one another to sign up. In two 
cases there were two brothers from the same address.  

Next we examined a Roll of Honour for Queen Mary’s School to see if there were any tie-ups We were rather 
surprised to find that none of the names matched up with the list we had made apart from one possible 
exception: Terry Simmons on the list of volunteers might or might not have been a T W Simmons on the Roll 
of Honour. Perhaps all those from Queen Mary’s School signed up at a later date, and perhaps ex-pupils who 
had left before 1914 were not included on this Roll of Honour. 

After that we looked for information about local war memorials on the internet and visited the Basingstoke 
war memorial with our list in hand to find names of any on our list that had been killed. Towards the end of 



5 
 

our  week  we  discovered  that  a  full  list  of  all  235  names  on  the  Basingstoke  War  memorial  could  be  
downloaded from the internet. This gave details of the men’s regiment, battalion, rank, date of death and 
where they were buried, so we referred to this too.  

One  war  memorial  that  we  saw  a  photograph  of  on  the  internet  was  that  at  Silchester.  W  Aldridge  from  
Silchester was both on our list of volunteers and named on this memorial.  

As you might expect quite a number of names on the Basingstoke War Memorial did match those on our list. 
Two examples are Ernest Frude who became a private in the First Battalion Somerset Light Infantry. He died in 
April 1918 aged 19 and is buried in Belgium. (He is one of those whose age was not recorded at the Town Hall, 
but it looks as though he was actually too young to sign up in 1914 and so he appears to have lied about his 
age.) Another was Frank Robert Vince of the 1st/4th Battalion, Royal Hampshire Regiment. He was killed in Iraq 
in 1915 and buried in Basra (an all too familiar place name). We examined a list of the 21 war dead from the 
First World War that were buried in the South View Cemetery, Basingstoke but none matched the names on 
our list of those who signed up. 

Interestingly we found that Alfred Freemantle of Beach Farm, Oakley who signed up in August 1914 aged 17, 
had survived the First World War only to be named on the Basingstoke War Memorial as having been killed o 
n active service during World War 2.  

Jenna and I both really enjoyed finding out about the local men who served and died for our country in World 
War 1, and creating a resource for the Willis Museum that will help people to research the subject in the 
future.  It  was  an  enlightening  experience,  and  we  are  glad  that  we  got  the  opportunity  to  find  out  part  of  
these men’s life story, in some cases the final chapter. 

Editor’s note: Unfortunately Harry and Jenna’s time at the museum was all too short, so (as the “John” they 
refer to), I have expanded on their findings a little in a way that they would no doubt have done themselves if 

we had had more 
time for discussion.  
Harry is particularly 
to be thanked for 
writing a report 
that is the basis of 
this article at home 
and then bringing it 
to  the  Willis  the  
following week.  

 

Display of World 
War 1 trench art at 

the Willis by our 
Deputy Chairman, 

Ian Williams 
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More Newbury coats, by Barbara Applin 

When I heard the title of the June lecture, “The Newbury Coat”, I thought I knew what it would be about. I 
was wrong. 

In fact the lecture was intriguing and delivered in a lively way that combined technicalities of spinning, 
weaving, fulling and tailoring with the “Will they do it?  Can they do it?” challenge taken up by an amazing 
team of today, to match the old feat of making a whole coat in one day, beginning with shearing the sheep. 
You could just feel the icy water in which the fullers had to trample their cloth! There was a lovely twist at the 
end when it was revealed that today’s team had kept more faithfully to the terms of the challenge than the 
original one.  I’m sure this was a much better story than the one I had expected. 

But perhaps members might be interested now to hear about earlier Newbury coats, and if anyone has ever 
patronised the cleaners Jack of Newbury they might have wondered how they got their name and who was 
Jack. 

I have an Everyman’s Library edition, 1929 of 
SHORTER  NOVELS  Volume  1  Elizabethan  &  
Jacobean which includes, with all its original 
and inconsistent spelling, the story of Jack of 
Newbery by Thomas Deloney, 1626.  

In his Introduction the Editor, George 
Saintsbury, claimed, “The novels of Thomas 
Deloney represent the first consistent 
attempt in English literature at drawing 
material  for  fiction  from  the  everyday  life  of  
ordinary  people.  They  are  the  first  step  
towards the novel as we know it today.” He 
says that  Deloney began as “a silk-weaver at  
Northwich, and a pedlar tramping the roads 
of East Anglia, famous for his ballads voicing 
the popular wrongs of the day” and he 
describes Deloney’s novels as “utilising and 
inventing history as it suits his fancy” with 
historical characters like Henry VIII and 
Cardinal Wolsey appearing in a tale which is 
“otherwise made up entirely of local tradition 
and professional experience”. 

Deloney’s dedication is significant: “To all 
Famous Clothworkers in England, I wish all 
happiness of life, prosperity and brotherly 
affection”. 

Some Chapter headings act as a synopsis: 
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1 THE MOST PLEASANT AND DELECTABLE HISTORIE OF JOHN WINCHCOMBE, Otherwise called Jacke of 
Newberie: and first of his love and pleasant life. 

When the master weaver Jack worked for died, the widow “committed unto his government the guiding of all 
her worker-folkes for the space of three years together” – and then she married him. 

2 Of Jacke of Newberie his great wealth, and number of servants: and also how hee brought the  Queene 
Katherine two hundred and fifty men prepared for the warre at his owne cost against the king of Scots 
at Floden-field 

When James, king of Scotland, invaded England, Jack, like many others, was commanded to set out six men, 
four armed with pikes and two with calivers (a light musket). Not one to do things by halves “he came home in 
all hast, and cut out a whole broadcloath for horsemens coates, and so much more as would make up coates 
for the number of a hundred men; in short time he had made ready fifty tall men well mounted in white 
coates and red caps with yellow Feathers, Demilances in their hands, and fifty armed men on foote with Pikes, 
and fifty shotte in white coates also, every man so expert in the handling of his weapon, as few better were 
found in the field.” However, Jack never got to Flodden. 

3 How Jacke of Newberie went to receive the King, as he went in progress into Berkshire and  how he 
made him a banquet in his owne house”. 

Jack showed the king and queen 100 looms in one room, two men to each, going on to the fulling mill and the 
dyehouse. 

4 How Will Sommers was served for his sauciness (he was the king’s fool) 

5   Of the pictures which Jack of Newberie had in his house, whereby he encouraged his servants  to seeke 
for fame and dignitie. 

6 How all the Clothiers in England joined together and with one consent complained to the king of their 
great hindrance sustained for want of Traffique into other countries, whereupon they could get no sale 
for their Cloath 

Needless to say this petition was organised by Jack – and succeeded! 

7 How a yongue Italian Merchant coming to Jacke of Newberies house was greatly enamoured of one of 
his maidens... 

Jack had 60 maidens; two of these” kept the beams and weights to weigh out wool to the carders and 
weavers and receive it again by weight”. 

8 How Jacke of Newberie keeping a very good house, both for his servants and reliefe of the poore, won 
great credite thereby... 

9 How a Draper in London, who owed Jack of Newberie much mony, became bankrout whom  Jack of 
Newberie found carrying a porters basket on his neck and how he set him up againe at his owne cost, 
which Draper afterward became an Alderman of London. 

Does anyone fancy writing a comparable tale, for instance, about Basil of Basingstoke?? 
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Letter to the Editors: employment of women in Basingstoke in 1911 

I was extremely interested in John Hollands’s article in the May 2014 Newsletter entitled “Jobs for women in 
Basingstoke in 1911”, because my grandmother (Leonora Whorlow) was one of the 1,784 female employees 
covered by the town census for that year. She was employed by Charles Bowman as a dressmaker at his 
premises at No 7 Market Place. These premises stood next to the Angel Inn on part of the site now occupied 
by Barclays’ modern extension. I believe that before the modern day re-development the premises were 
occupied by the International Stores.   

This is a photo of these premises taken in June of that year when the town were celebrating the Coronation of 
George V.  

 

I also enclose the relevant Census extract for Mr Bowman’s address. (See page 9.) You will see that he 
employed eleven “workers”, being two Milliners, five Shop Assistants, three Dressmakers and a Cashier. These 
were in addition to Mr & Mrs Bowman, two domestic servants and his mother in law. The implication is that 
all the employees, with two possible exceptions, lived on the premises.  

Whilst my grandfather (Frederick Walter) was a local boy living in Southern Road I have absolutely no idea 
why my grandmother was working in Basingstoke at that time because her family were living in Kent. No 
doubt it had something to do with their marriage three months later but I do wonder how they ever met.  

Incidentally Frederick Walter’s father, my Great Grandfather Frederick Ray, was the locally based 
correspondent/journalist for the Hampshire Observer and also a committed churchman so was clearly the 
“Arthur Attwood” of his day. One of his claims to fame is that he wrote John May’s autobiography “The Mays 
of Basingstoke” in 1904. 
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In the mid-1920s my grandparents moved north to Wallasey, on the Wirral peninsular, where I was born and 
brought up. Who would have thought that one hundred years later I would be living in Basingstoke and 
maintaining the Friends’ bank account at Barclays in the Market Place.    

Howard Ray 

Editors’ note: We’d like to see more “Letters to the editor”. It’s a good way to provide something interesting 
for other Friends to read  without its being as long as an article. 

What’s on at the Willis  

The Artists’ Rifles Exhibition, Sainsbury Gallery, now until September 27: last few days. Follow a history of this regiment 
and its members through a selection of artworks. Includes important items relating to World War 1 

Experiencing landscape, Community Gallery, now until  October 4. Three artists interpret landscapes in a variety of 
media. 

Wellcome Image Awards Exhibition, Sainsbury Gallery, October 7 to November 15 18 award-winning images, created 
using cutting edge techniques,  bring to life the vibrancy of a world of science normally hidden from the naked eye. 

Is it art? Community Gallery, October 11 to November 15.  By popular demand, Costello School students present a new 
selection of their art works (some of them challenging). 

Our AGM, followed by Jane Austen and the Villages around Chawton, by Jane Hurst, Archaeology Gallery, October 16 at 
7.30 pm sharp.  A” tour” around Chawton and neighbouring villages that Jane Austen and her family knew, using old 
postcards. Free to members; visitors £2. Visitors must pre-book. 

Textile art workshops with Lorna James, Tuesday  October 28,  11 am-1 pm, 2 pm-4 pm Family workshops for children 
aged 7 upwards, £5 per child who must be accompanied by an adult; Saturday workshop for adults, November 8, 11 am 
– 3 pm, £25. Be inspired by the work on display and experiment with fabric collage, stitching and printing to create your 
own beautiful art work to take home. To book drop in or call 01256 465902. 
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Brains, bugs and butterflies, Thursday October 30, 10.30 am to 4 pm, drop in activity for all the family. See how 
beautiful the brain can look through the wonders of fluorescent imaging. Compare your findings with a range of 
beautiful bugs and butterflies and create your own image to take home.  Free but donations towards materials 
welcome. 

Museum by torchlight, Thursday October 30, 5.30 pm to 8 pm, family event but not for the fainthearted!  Go on a 
spooky museum trail and experience strange goings-on. £3.50 per person including a cup of hot chocolate. No need to 
book. Children MUST be accompanied. 

Romsey Remount Depot, a talk by Phoebe Merrick, Romsey Local History Society, Saturday November 15, 2-3 pm, for 
adults and older children. The Army Remount Service procured horses, donkeys and mules for army use during the First 
World War. A key depot at Romsey received up to 830 animals a day. £5 per person. Must be booked in advance. Drop 
in or phone 01256 465902. 

Photographs by Terry Hunt from the 1920s and early 1930s, by David Rymill, Hampshire Record Office, Archaeology 
Gallery, Thursday November 20 at 7.30 sharp. Terry Hunt’s photos of Basingstoke and district were mostly produced as 
postcards. See (or be reminded of) how Basingstoke looked before the 1960s redevelopment. Free to Friends. Visitors £2. 
Visitors must pre-book. 

LEGO exhibition, Sainsbury Gallery, November 22 to December 17. Sure to be as good as last year’s wonderful  LEGO 
spectacular. 

LEGO Mindstorm Challenge, Saturday November 22, 11 am- 1 pm and 2 pm to 4 pm, for ages 7+ Build and programme 
your own robot to take on the Green City Challenge. £10 per child who must be accompanied by an adult (no charge). 
Must be booked in advance. 

Build your own LEGO spider, Saturdays November 29 and December 14, 10.30 am -3.30 pm, for children aged 5+ £3 per 
child, who must be accompanied by an adult. 

Have yourself a 1914 Christmas, with artist Esther Coombs, Saturday December 6, 10.30 am to 3.30 pm, family drop in 
activity. Make a paper copy of a Christmas 1914 “Mary tin” and decide what gifts to put in it. Free but donations 
towards cost of materials welcome. 

Friends’ Christmas Social, Archaeology Gallery, Thursday December 18 at 7.30 sharp. Festive eats and Christmas 
quizzes. Get to know the other members better. 

Christmas creations! Saturday December 20, 10.30 am to 3.30 pm, family drop-in activity. Make your own decorations. 
Charges of £1 to £3 according to what you make. 

Tailpiece photos, by Cathy Williams 

 

The 16th-18th century Causeway Farm Barn, and historic St Mary’s Church in the care of the Churches 
Conservation Trust as seen by Friends on the excellent conducted tour of Hartley Wintney on August 16. 


