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Friends of the Willis Museum 

Newsletter, May 2016 

 
See The People before the Pizzas, part 2. Images of an extensive collection of local business 

letter headings from the nineteenth century may be viewed in the Willis’s Resources Room.  

‘The Friends’ was founded in 1978 to “promote, support and improve the Willis 

Museum.” Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month for ten months of the 

year, and other events are arranged from time to time.  Registered Charity no 280406. 

Annual subscription £10. Visitor for one meeting £2 

Your committee: Ian Williams (Chairman), Derek Anthony (Deputy Chairman), Shelagh le 

Marechal (Secretary); Howard Ray (Treasurer); Janice Bridgen, Alistair Craig, (Website) 

John Hollands (Publicity and newsletter); Cathy Williams (Programme Secretary); Jenny 

Stevens (Curator, Ex officio).  

Contact us c/o the museum, or by email on enquiries@friendsofthewillis.org.uk 

Newsletter edited by John Hollands, and proof read, duplicated and distributed by Derek Anthony.  
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Chairman’s jottings, by Ian Williams 

Welcome to your new newsletter. Friends and visitors have enjoyed our first meetings of 2016. In April we had the 

added benefit of buying plants for our gardens. There is a supply of the Yellow Books on the first floor, with details of 

Hampshire gardens that are open for charity.  

Do let us know if you come across good speakers that you think people will enjoy. Certainly our topics this year are 

very wide-ranging. Up to September when your next newsletter will be due. I trust 

that you will enjoy the mixture of Hampshire and definitely “non-Hampshire” 

subjects, namely a fresh look at what really happened at the Rufus Stone, a coverlet 

Jane Austen helped to make at Chawton, and for something completely different The 

Alamo. (Have you ever sung “Davy Crockett” or worn a Davy Crockett hat?)  “What’s 

on at the Willis” for more details. The speaker on The Alamo, by the way is Paul 

Vickers who gave us such an entertaining tour of the Garrison Church and the 

Wellington Monument at Aldershot last year. And whilst we are on the subject of 

visits your committee hope to have a planned visit to tell you about shortly.  

Now, here is a question for you. Were you at Basingstoke Technical College in 1973?  

The BCoT Alumni Group would like to hear from anyone who recalls the film – or 

indeed from the film makers. Please let me know if you have any information. 

John Hollands has asked me to mention that he is always on the look-out for 

interesting articles and photographs to publish in the Newsletter.  So, if you can help 

with either please don’t be shy, ring John on 01256 350764 or email him at 

archivist@friendsofthewillis.org.uk and let him know how you might be able to help.                    

It has been suggested that you might appreciate a reminder of the difference 

between our “general activities” fund and our “museum projects” fund as shown in 

our annual accounts presented at the AGM.  Subscriptions, visitor fees and raffle and 

refreshment profits go into the former and are used for our running expenses, 

including speaker fees, insurance, stationary and postage, plus small purchases for 

the museum. All types of donation, including “Gift Aid” tax recoveries, interest on 

our bank deposits, and profits from DVD sales are the main income sources for the 

“museum projects” fund. This is “ring-fenced” and reserved for spending on major 

museum developments, notably the proposed eventual refurbishment of the “Time Tunnel”. 

Lastly the Willis is DESPERATE for more front of house volunteers, especially on Saturdays. CAN YOU HELP? It doesn’t 

have to be every week. If you can help sometimes, PLEASE  contact the museum for details.  
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A unique musical instrument, by Brigitte Cole. 

My husband and I are extremely fond of walking, and for many years we had a walking holiday in Austria. A 

place that particularly impressed us on our visits to that country is Kufstein in the Austrian Tyrol with its 

ancient Festung (fortification). At the foot of the hill on which the Festung is built is located an amazing 

musical instrument unlike anything anywhere else in the world. We have seen and heard it twice.  

Known as “The Heroes’ Organ” this was built in 1931 in memory of the fallen in the First World War. The 

biggest open air organ in the world, it is played twice a day at midday and at 6 pm for ten to fifteen 

minutes. You buy your ticket and find a seat on the benches under cover and wait for the organist to start 

playing: a hush descends.  

Originally the Heroes’ Organ had 26 registers and about 1800 pipes, but in 1971 it was enlarged to 

accommodate 50 registers with 4307 pipes. According to the direction of the wind the sound is audible as 

far as 15 km away. An attractive detail is the built in Glockenspiel (chime), sounding forth its delightful peal 

of bells.  

The daily organ recitals not only commemorate the lives of those who died during the world wars, but all 

victims of violence throughout the world. The music symbolises the common wish for peace and 

understanding among all nations, too.  

The recital always ends with Das Lied vom guten Kameraden (“Good old fellows”), a melody which 

probably best expresses the significance of this unique memorial. As you listen to the music, the 

impression should not be that of a concert, but of a salute to those who are no longer with us.  

The Winton House Story (part one) , by Ken Smallbone 

Throughout its long history to date, Winton House - the large mansion house that occupies the south side 

of Winton Square in Basingstoke - 

had already undergone four distinct 

and utterly varied guises. It has been 

a family home, a school, a doctor’s 

surgery, and then commercial 

premises: currently, a business that 

services offices for individual firms. 

Left: Winton House today. 

This large mansion house was 

entered as a Grade II listed building 

on 3 May 1949, and was estimated at 

that time to have dated from the 

early nineteenth century. Actually, 

the original mansion house was a lot 

older than that. In 1729 it belonged 

to the Brocas family of Beaurepaire 

Park, Sherborne St John. On 

September 20 that year Thomas Brocas, esquire, demised a release of this property to Thomas Parr, 

labourer, for the term of 99 years. Then in 1832 Bernard Brocas sold the house and its considerable 

grounds and estate to George Paice (1785-1842), auctioneer, for the sum of £1,840. Mr Paice was a 

partner in the firm of Glover & Paice, auctioneers and appraisers, and also a councillor. He was a widower 
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when he died testate in 1842, leaving three children as minors, and, as per his last wishes, the Winton 

House estate was sold off soon afterwards.                                             

In 1840 the house was depicted in a large unnumbered plot on the Tithe Map for Basingstoke, bounded by 

Winchester Street to the north, Victoria Street to the east, and plots 61 and 63 to the south and west on 

that same map. Plot 61 was a pightle, [small enclosure] owned and occupied by George Paice himself, 

while Plot 63 was a pasture of just over 2¼ acres in the ownership of Richard Booth, esquire, and occupied 

by Mary Griffin of the Feathers Inn. At that particular time (16 June 1840) George Paice owned 216½ acres 

of land in Basingstoke, as part and parcel of the Winton House estate, in addition to the House itself and its 

garden and grounds (which appeared to measure about five acres). Following his death in 1842 the estate 

was partitioned and sold off in individual lots. Winton House itself was purchased by Frederick Charles 

Grimm Ritso, esquire (1818-1897), who had recently married, and was recorded as still living there in 1849. 

In later years he became a promoter of the Franco-American Telegraph Company. He and his wife left 

Basingstoke in or about 1850. 

Yet, for many years thereafter the house itself was used privately as a young ladies’ college. The school was 

initially established by the Dusautoy sisters (Ann, Susan and Ellen) in 1850, with an opening ceremony 

attended by the Bishop of Winchester. They were the daughters of John Abbott Dusautoy, who was the 

paper manufacturer at Portal’s Mill in Laverstoke. He died in 1846, and his son Charles Shenton Dusautoy 

became the manager of the paper mill. It was probably the latter’s money that had purchased Winton 

House for his sisters. Ann Dusautoy (1798-1886) was the eldest sister, born at Romsey, while Susan (1805-

1884) and Ellen (1808-1900) were both born at Ling, Norfolk. None of the sisters married, and they lived 

together for practically all their lives. There were 22 recorded boarders at the school in 1851, and 27 in 

1861. On that latter census the school building was recorded as ‘Winton House’ for the first time, and the 

sisters were being ably assisted by Amalie Johanna Kurling, the German governess, and Marie Mauchin, 

who taught French. 

By 1864 the Dusautoy sisters had retired and moved to Stoke, near Guildford, having sold the property at 

Winton House to Matthias Hare, LL.D. (1797-1867), who then continued with the young ladies’ college 

there with his wife Frances. Dr Hare, an Irishman and professor of music, had initially set up a college with 

his wife in New Orleans, Louisiana, in the United States, by 1850. They had returned to the United Kingdom 

soon after 1861, and thus purchased the school premises in Winton Square soon afterwards. However, the 

couple retired to Dublin, and enlisted Miss Cloake as their schoolmistress at Basingstoke in 1865. Dr Hare 

died in April 1867, and his death caused the natural sale of the house and school. 

Charles James Rousby (1823-1905), whose income was from dividends, bought Winton House from Dr 

Hare’s widow, and the school there was taken over by his wife - Mrs Emma Rousby – who described herself 

as a “scholastic”. Only nine girls were recorded as boarders at the time of the census on the evening of 

Sunday 2 April 1871 (and two of those were French). Mrs Rousby’s resident employees at that time 

comprised a musical governess, a French teacher, an under-teacher and two servants. In 1875 her 

daughter, Emma Rousby, was one of her teachers. 

Mr and Mrs Rousby then sold the property to Sir George Russell Clerk, KCB, GCSI (1800-1889), in or just 

before 1877, and it became a private house once more. Sir George also held Goldings Park to the east of 

the town. He was born at Worting House and joined the Indian Civil Service with the East India Company, 

being posted to Bengal in 1817. He became Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West Provinces in 1843, and 

then Governor of Bombay in 1846-48. After having returned to England for a while, where he helped to 

establish the Orange Free State in South Africa, he was back in India as Governor of Bombay again in 1860-

62, but this time employed by the British Government, which had taken control after the Indian Mutiny. He 

resigned through ill health, became a member of the Indian Council, and died in London in 1889 
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At the White House: the people before the pizzas, (part 2): The Jacksons and the 

Hibberds, by Geoff Palmer 

In the 1871 census The White house was occupied by Norfolk Barstow JACKSON, a solicitor, his wife 

Elizabeth, their young daughter Amy and a fifteen year old maid, Susan Clements. Norfolk Jackson, a 

solicitor, was different from most of the population of Victorian England in that he did not stay in any place 

for long. 

He was born in Beverley Yorkshire in late 1838 or early January 1839. He was baptised in the parish church 

of St Mary and St Nicholas on 15
th

 January 1839. In 1864 he married Marian or Mary Ann FLETCHER in 

Walsall. From Basingstoke Norfolk Jackson moved to Ormskirk, Lancashire and then retired to Scarborough 

where he died on 27
th

 November 1908 aged 69. 

At the time of the 1881 census The White House was unoccupied. However, for the next two decades or 

more it was the base for the family firm of agricultural contractors Hibberd and Sons. Thomas HIBBERD the 

founder of the firm was born in Basingstoke about 1826. I could not find any records for his baptism nor in 

the 1841 census. His mother was Hannah POTTINGER who was born in Holt, Hook in about 1768. She 

married William HIBBERD in Upton Grey on the 17
th

 October 1801 

On 23rd January 1847 Thomas Hibberd married Sarah Ann WALDREN, a milliner who was seven years 

older. Their first son, Henry HIBBERD, was born some five months later and was baptised at St Michael’s 

Basingstoke on 11
th

 July 1847. In 1850 their daughter, Ann (Annie) Harriett HIBBERD was born. The 1851 

census records the family living in Church Street. Thomas’s occupation is given as ‘rail labourer’. Tom 

HIBBERD was born three years later and baptised on 25
th

 June 1854. There was a gap of five years before 

their last son, Joshua HIBBERD, was born in 1859. 

In 1861 the family were still living in Church Street. Thomas is now self-employed as a blacksmith as the 

railway lines through Basingstoke were now complete.  

The 1871 census records some changes to the family: Thomas is now an agricultural machinist but still in 

Church Street. Henry has moved a little distance away to Silk Mill Terrace. In early 1870 he married Fanny 

Maria CULVERWELL, the widow of Thomas CULVERWELL who was the landlord of The Railway Arms which 

stood on the corner of Brook Street and Station Hill.  The census records his step children aged from two to 

eight and the couple’s first child Jane Hibberd aged 5 months. 

On 18 September 1872 The Hampshire Advertiser reported in its ‘local liquidation cases’ column  that the 

first meeting of creditors of Thomas Hibberd ,blacksmith, was to be held at the offices of Mr R H Bayley, 

solicitor of Basingstoke. However, there were no further reports of Thomas’ financial problems so one 

presumes that the difficulties were resolved. 

In 1881 the family of Thomas Hibberd have moved to bigger premises in Flaxfield, Basingstoke next to The 

Pear Tree.   The census records that both sons, Tom and Joshua, were living with their parents and were 

traction engine drivers. Also included in the household were four grand-daughters and a boarder, William 

Bone.  

Henry had moved away from Basingstoke at this time and was living near Yeovil. He had a new career on 

the railway as a carriage inspector.  

Sarah Hibberd died in 1886 aged 67. Thomas married Emma YARLOTT in 1889. She was just six years older 

than her stepdaughter, Annie. 



 

Tom Hibberd married Ellen MYLAND

few weeks after giving birth to her sixth daughter, 

32.  

The 1891 census records The White House occupied by 13 souls. Thomas Hibberd and his son, Tom, were 

now running a successful agricultural contract

living at home and working as a dressmaker. Tom had married 

Otterton, Devon in 1855. In 1881 she was a cook in a doctor’s household in Clifton, Bristol

Tom and Annie Maria’s first daughter was born in the second quarter of 1888. So there were seven girls 

with ages ranging from 13 to 3 living at The White House. Also recorded on the 1891 census as working as 

the outdoor or yard servant was Charles CULVERWELL

He died age 30 in 1897. 

This section of the 1896 Ordnance Survey map shows The White House and its large plot. The pencil marks 

made by a later planner show what might have happened if 

There are invoices in The Willis Museum, Basingstoke from Hibberd & Sons, ‘Traction Engine Proprietors’ 

census who were involved in agricultural services, one of whom may have acted as an agent for Lord 

Bolton. 

The second invoice shows that the Hibberds’ charge for threshing has almost halved to 6d. per sack:

invoice is presented more quickly in November 1894 and shows that the Hibberds threshed 254 sacks of 

oats at Buckskin Farm on 19
th

 and 20

today’s value. 

It is not surprising that Thomas’ third son, 

House. The 1891 census records that they were living at 18 Solby’s Road Basingstoke. However, Joshua’s 

occupation was ‘threshing machinist’ so the inference is that he was still involve

married Alice Maria ASHBY in 1887. She was born in Stokesby, Norfolk in 1865. In the 1881 census she was 

living with her aunt at Ivy Cottage, The Green Sherfield

and Alice Hibberd’s daughter, Florence Mildred HIBBERD

Joshua HIBBERD a year later, Alfred William HIBBERD

Joshua died at the age of forty on 9

Ellen MYLAND in 1876. In ten years she produced six daughters for Tom. She died a 

w weeks after giving birth to her sixth daughter, Alice Rose HIBBERD; in the spring of 1886.She was just 

The 1891 census records The White House occupied by 13 souls. Thomas Hibberd and his son, Tom, were 

now running a successful agricultural contracting service for the local farms. Annie Hibberd was unmarried, 

living at home and working as a dressmaker. Tom had married Annie Maria BOLT 

Otterton, Devon in 1855. In 1881 she was a cook in a doctor’s household in Clifton, Bristol

Tom and Annie Maria’s first daughter was born in the second quarter of 1888. So there were seven girls 

with ages ranging from 13 to 3 living at The White House. Also recorded on the 1891 census as working as 

Charles CULVERWELL, age 24. He was Thomas Hibberd’s step

This section of the 1896 Ordnance Survey map shows The White House and its large plot. The pencil marks 

made by a later planner show what might have happened if the road plans were realised.

There are invoices in The Willis Museum, Basingstoke from Hibberd & Sons, ‘Traction Engine Proprietors’ 

to Lord Bolton for threshing on 

his farms at South Ham and 

Buckskin.

The first dated April 13

is for work the previ

summer. It shows that 41 

sacks of Rye were threshed on 

12
th

 

Ham Farm and that on 26

and 27

threshed at Buckskin Farm at 

the cost of 11d. per sack. The 

invoice was addressed to Mr 

Raynbird. There were five 

relev

Basingstoke in the 1891 

census who were involved in agricultural services, one of whom may have acted as an agent for Lord 

The second invoice shows that the Hibberds’ charge for threshing has almost halved to 6d. per sack:

invoice is presented more quickly in November 1894 and shows that the Hibberds threshed 254 sacks of 

and 20
th

 September for a total of  £6. 7s.which would be about £700 in 

third son, Joshua HIBBERD, and his family were not living at The White 

House. The 1891 census records that they were living at 18 Solby’s Road Basingstoke. However, Joshua’s 

occupation was ‘threshing machinist’ so the inference is that he was still involved in the family business. He 

in 1887. She was born in Stokesby, Norfolk in 1865. In the 1881 census she was 

living with her aunt at Ivy Cottage, The Green Sherfield-on-Loddon and working as a dressmaker.

Florence Mildred HIBBERD was born in 1889 and their first son, 

Alfred William HIBBERD, their third child was born in 1893. Unfortunately, 

Joshua died at the age of forty on 9
th

 May 1899.On census night in 1901 the family were still in Solby’s 
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in 1876. In ten years she produced six daughters for Tom. She died a 

; in the spring of 1886.She was just 

The 1891 census records The White House occupied by 13 souls. Thomas Hibberd and his son, Tom, were 

ing service for the local farms. Annie Hibberd was unmarried, 

Annie Maria BOLT in 1887:  she was born in 

Otterton, Devon in 1855. In 1881 she was a cook in a doctor’s household in Clifton, Bristol. Jessie HIBBERD, 

Tom and Annie Maria’s first daughter was born in the second quarter of 1888. So there were seven girls 

with ages ranging from 13 to 3 living at The White House. Also recorded on the 1891 census as working as 

, age 24. He was Thomas Hibberd’s step-grandson. 

This section of the 1896 Ordnance Survey map shows The White House and its large plot. The pencil marks 

the road plans were realised. 

There are invoices in The Willis Museum, Basingstoke from Hibberd & Sons, ‘Traction Engine Proprietors’ 

to Lord Bolton for threshing on 

his farms at South Ham and 

Buckskin. 

The first dated April 13
th

 1893 

is for work the previous 

summer. It shows that 41 

sacks of Rye were threshed on 

 August 1892 at South 

Ham Farm and that on 26
th

 

and 27
th

 August wheat was 

threshed at Buckskin Farm at 

the cost of 11d. per sack. The 

invoice was addressed to Mr 

Raynbird. There were five 

relevant Raynbirds recorded in 

Basingstoke in the 1891 

census who were involved in agricultural services, one of whom may have acted as an agent for Lord 

The second invoice shows that the Hibberds’ charge for threshing has almost halved to 6d. per sack: The 

invoice is presented more quickly in November 1894 and shows that the Hibberds threshed 254 sacks of 

September for a total of  £6. 7s.which would be about £700 in 

and his family were not living at The White 

House. The 1891 census records that they were living at 18 Solby’s Road Basingstoke. However, Joshua’s 

d in the family business. He 

in 1887. She was born in Stokesby, Norfolk in 1865. In the 1881 census she was 

Loddon and working as a dressmaker. Joshua 

was born in 1889 and their first son, Herbert 

, their third child was born in 1893. Unfortunately, 

1 the family were still in Solby’s 
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Road without Florence who was in hospital. Alice was making ends meet by renting a room to Arthur 

Masters, a jeweller. Ten years later Alice was established at 41 Church Street in her sweet shop. Florence 

was living at home and working in a draper’s shop, Alfred was a tailor’s apprentice. Herbert was also a 

draper’s assistant but working and boarding in Reading. Sadly Alfred Hibberd died at the age of 20 in 1913. 

 41 Church Street was demolished during Basingstoke’s Town Centre Development but it was remembered 

by Mary Felgate when she was interviewed for the Basingstoke Talking History Project. Her memories were 

collated by Barbara Applin in the book Going down Church Street to the Felgate Bookshop.  

The windows of Mrs Hibberd’s sweetshop were full of sweets. We loved Mrs Hibberd, she was a 

dear. She wore a striped blouse with a high bone collar, and her hair drawn up. She stood behind the 

counter so you couldn’t see the rest of her.  When I was very small mother would take me in for 

sweets, in my pushchair and Mrs Hibberd would give me a farthing bar of chocolate. It was rather a 

harsh taste because it was very strong, but I loved it. Later I often used to go in there for sweets, 

and I particularly remember tiny bars of chocolate with the name printed along the top, “ Five Boys 

Chocolate”, with the five faces changing from sorrow to smiles
1
. 

Alice died in 1932. Herbert continued in the drapery trade. He married Ivy MASKELL in Paddington on 7
th

 

June 1919. They had one son and three daughters. In 1957 Herbert was granted probate of his daughter, 

Beryl’s estate; he was then a garage proprietor in St Albans. 

In the 1901census The White House was recorded as two households: Thomas Hibberd aged 74 but still 

working as an agricultural engineer, Emma aged 58 and Annie with no recorded occupation aged 51.There 

was also Tom and Annie Hibberd’s family: the three oldest daughters had left home, Jessie had married 

Rowland WINSER a watchmaker and was living in East Grinstead with their baby daughter, Jessie Ellen 

WINSER, Ethel and Edith HIBBERD were working as drapers’ assistants in Sherriff and Ward’s emporium in 

Winchester and living above the shop. At The White House there were four of Tom and Annie’s children: 

Bessie, 13, Archibald, 9, Mabel, 7, and Harold, 4.  

Thomas died in 1905 aged 79 and his daughter, Annie, later that year aged 55. Emma lived to be 90. She 

died in Christchurch in 1924. 

It seems that the Hibberds’ agricultural business died with Thomas. However, many of his descendants 

became part of the commercial life of Basingstoke, and further afield, for the greater part of the twentieth 

century. 

The 1911 census records Tom Hibberd and his family living at 14 New Road Basingstoke. He is working as a 

commercial traveller for an engineering company. 

Jessie and Rowland Winser moved to Southampton and Rowland worked as a steward on Trans Atlantic 

liners. He drowned when The Titanic sank on 15 April 1912, leaving five children, the youngest, Jack, was 

just two years old. 

Edith HIBBERD, Jessie’s older sister married James Alfred LAW in 1902. He was also a ship’s steward. The 

1911 census records them living with their five children in Portswood, Southampton. Jessie and her two 

youngest children were staying with them on census night.  

Ethel HIBBERD married Ernest BADHAM in 1903. Their son, Ernest BADHAM was born a year later in Rugby 

where they ran a fruiterer’s shop at 35 Rugby High Street. In the 1911 census Ethel’s sister, Lillian HIBBERD 

was working with them. Lillian married John WALLACE In Basingstoke in 1913 but I have not been able to 

find any more records for them. 
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Daisy HIBBERD, the fifth daughter, was also working as a draper’s assistant in 1901 when she was living at 

The White House. In the 1911 census she was one of 44 shop assistants living at 16 Winchester Street 

Basingstoke. (This is now Basingstoke Service Centre.) On 25
th

 July 1914 she married William SLATER at 

Holy Trinity Kilburn. I have not been able to find any further records for them except that I think Daisy died 

in Marlborough in 1955. 

Alice HIBBERD, the sixth daughter of Tom’s first marriage, married Edwin Percy WATSON in Basingstoke in 

1906. In 1911 they were living at 33 Goat Lane Basingstoke where Edwin was working from home as a 

motor engineer. The Electoral Registers of the 1920s records their address as 7 Winchester Road. There 

was a Watson’s Garage in Lower Wote Street until the 1960s
2
.Eric Stokes wrote that Watsons ran a bus 

company, the Basingstoke Charabanc and Motor Company which ran services to Basing daily and to 

Odiham ‘every fine Sunday’. He also wrote that during the steady increase in private motoring in the 

twenties and thirties in Basingstoke; ‘Webbers and Watsons were the two main agents for a wide range of 

makes....’
3
 Watsons were the main agents for Vauxhall in Basingstoke. I could not find any records of 

children born to Edwin and Alice Watson. Alice died in Southwark in 1972.   

Bessie HIBBERD, the eldest of Tom and Annie’s children, was working as a shop assistant in a Basingstoke 

drapers’ shop in 1911: in the first months of the First World War she married Herbert GIFFORD. He was a 

champion cyclist from Ely who came to Basingstoke in 1911 to work at Julian’s ironmongers in Church 

Street. In 1928 he started his own garage in Winchester Road. In 1933 he moved to the corner of New 

Street and Winchester Street where he established a large shop which sold a great variety of products from 

household goods to bicycles. ‘Gifford’s Corner’ was a prominent landmark in Basingstoke for nearly fifty 

years. Kelly’s Directory for Basingstoke in 1937 contained an advertisement for H J Gifford stating that the 

firm was a ‘general ironmongers, sold radio sets and undertook electrical installations’.  The Giffords had 

three children: Pauline, and a son, Peter, both born in Whitchurch. The couples’ youngest child, David was 

born in Basingstoke in 1934. Bessie died in 1935. Herbert Gifford was a borough councillor in the 1940s. He 

died in 1968 aged 74. 

In the 1911 census both Tom and  Annie’s sons, Archibald HIBBERD, age 19 and, Harold HIBBERD, age  14, 

were employed as motor mechanics. It is easy to assume that they could have been working for their 

uncle, though I have no evidence of this. Archibald married Georgina MUMFORD in 1915.In 1919 they 

were on the Electoral register at 4 Potters Lane Basingstoke, just a short walk to Lower Wote Street. From 

1931 they lived in Bridge Street Overton. They had a daughter, Gladys HIBBERD who was born in 1915 and 

a son another Tom HIBBERD born in 1920.Archibald died in 1948.Harold also settled in Overton. He 

married Rose AYRES in 1928. They had three sons: yet another Thomas HIBBERD, born in 1929, Peter 

HIBBERD, born in 1932 and another Harold HIBBERD, born in 1937. 

Tom Hibberd died, age 72, in Whitchurch in 1927. Annie Hibberd died in Poole in 1938.  

Notes: Mary Felgate and Barbara Applin: Going down Church Street to the Felgate Bookshop Basingstoke 

Archaeological and Historical Society and Fisher Miller Publishing, Basingstoke 1998. p.74. 

1) Robert Brown: Basingstoke Past and Present Ensign Publications 1988 p.68. 

2) Eric Stokes: The Making of Basingstoke  Basingstoke Archaeological and Historical Society, 

Basingstoke  2008 pp 136-7 

I would like to thank Di Miles (née Edwards) one of Tom Hibberd’s great-grandchildren for her help. 
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I’d like to draw your attention to ... the Ructstalls Hill iron dividers, by Bob Applin, who 

was there 

In the right hand cabinet on the west wall of the Archaeology Gallery is a small display of metal work. A 

small (about 8” long) and rather insignificant looking pair of iron dividers is displayed. They are black from 

conservation, a little corroded and missing the peg that would have held them open. 

 

“The stoutness of their design suggests ... these were for use by a mason or builder rather than a 

draughtsman. ....The sophistication ...(of) the dividers is unexpected in the context of the site”  

Oliver, M & Applin, B Excavation of an Iron Age and Romano-British  Settlement at 
         Ructstall’s Hill, Basingstoke, Hants 1972-5,  Proc HFC, 35, 1978, pp 41-92. 

Why are they my selection for a favourite item? 

From 1972-75 I was part of the team assembled by Mary Oliver and Barbara Applin to excavate the Iron 

Age/Romano British farm site at Ructstalls Hill (original spelling) and was there when they were unearthed. 

The site was known from air photos and had had a geophysical survey carried out. The fledgling County 

Museum Service had withdrawn from active archaeology in the Basingstoke area and the site was 

scheduled to be built over as part of the Town Development housing provision. After an initial trial 

excavation Mary and Barbara considered the site of sufficient importance that they managed to get a small 

grant from the Dept of the Environment to mechanically strip the top soil in preparation for manual 

investigation. After an inaugural meeting in Chute House the Basingstoke Archaeological Society was 

formed to carry out the initial excavation. Mary’s husband John was Chairman, Barbara was Secretary and I 
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was Treasurer. Mary was Dig Director with Barbara as co-director –these two being the only ones with 

professional experience. The Society, now the Basingstoke Archaeological and Historical Society celebrates 

its 45
th

 year during 2016. 

For many years the dividers were on the masthead of the Society Newsletter. 

Editor’s note: What an excellent starter for our new series! The bad news, however, is that this is the ONLY 

contribution received so far! Please let’s have more. This is for everyone. What do you think is a star exhibit 

at the Willis, and why? You need only write a few words, you don’t have to supply a photo, and you don’t 

have to choose something unusual, though of course you can. Most importantly you don’t have to see 

yourself as a writer or have written anything for a newsletter before… ever, and you can be anonymous if 

you wish. Overwhelm me! 

Please help with our Wish List 

More for you to do! By request in the February newsletter we re-printed excerpts from the report on the 

2010 Members’ Survey to show what themes, you, the Friends who were members then, most wanted to 

see covered when the re-development of what is now called The Time Tunnel takes place. (We assume that 

the top floor will predominantly, continue to cover, all pre-medieval periods and the life of George Willis as 

at present.)We can’t put a date on this re-development, and it is of course for the Hampshire Cultural Trust 

to decide what is to be done and how, but we have been assured that our views will be taken serious 

notice of,  so we need to have them to put forward at the appropriate time.  

Taking your preferences as revealed by the survey as a starting point, Derek Anthony produced the 

hitherto unpublished list of topics you see below. Your committee would like you all to study it, and let us 

know what you think of it. How good a list is it? Are there more topics that ought to be added? Could any 

be deleted?  

 Tell a committee member at a meeting, leave a note for the committee at the museum, send an email to 

enquiries@friendsofthewillis.org.uk, phone the Chairman on 01256 462688 or the editor on 01256 350764.  

Areas for inclusion in the time tunnel:- 

• Geographical and geological position of Basingstoke and a short introduction to pre-medieval 

history with an exhortation to visit the top floor  

• The medieval period - including the Domesday Book, St. Michael’s Church, the Holy Ghost ruins, 

the market and Walter de Merton 

• The 16
th

 and early 17
th

 centuries – including the Vyne, Basing House, the Grammar School and 

important local figures, such as William Sandys, the Paulets and royal visits 

• The rest of the 17
th

 century, most notably the English civil war, the Blue Coat School and Mrs 

Blunden 

• Basingstoke as an important road junction in the coaching era, possibly illustrated by Lieutenant 

Lapenotiere’s ride to bring the news of Nelson’s victory at Trafalgar from Falmouth to London 

• The Basingstoke canal 

• Literary connections, most notably in the 18
th

 century – including Jane Austen, Thomas Warton 

the younger ( Poet laureate), Gilbert White and possibly Joseph Jefferson; maybe also the 

references to Basingstoke in Shakespeare, Thomas Hardy, Gilbert and Sullivan 

• Basingstoke as a railway junction 
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• Agriculture and brewing - including farm and field names (many of them preserved in housing 

estate names), the John May story and the Salvation Army riots 

• New industry and employment from the 19
th

 century to the 1960s – including engineering (Wallis 

and Steevens, Thorneycroft, Morris Singer Foundry, Smith’s Industries, Lansing Bagnell), clothing 

manufacture (Burberry), pharmaceuticals (Eli Lilly) 

• Social Change from the 19
th

 century to the 1960s – including the “Swing Riots”, the Volunteer 

Battalion, the Basingstoke work house, typhoid epidemic, sanitary improvements, non-

conformist churches and chapels, schooling, new housing (including AWRE), shopping and mass 

entertainment   

• Basingstoke at war in the 20
th

 century – including Liddell VC, Park Prewitt hospital, Sir Harold 

Gillies, WWII bombing and still-visible defence works 

• The town redevelopment – including the road plan, housing, new employment opportunities (The 

Automobile Association), destruction of the old town centre 

• Modern Basingstoke – including architecture, education, entertainment, employment (IBM, 

Wiggins Teape, Sun Life of Canada), public art, parks and gardens.   

• One for discussion!  An interactive section at the end asking “Is Basingstoke a “crap town or a 

“place to be proud of”?   

About two new books... partly researched at the Willis, by John Hollands 

Originally from Basingstoke the Revd David Young has recently published a new book on the early history 

of Methodism in North Hampshire, having done some of his research in our Resources Room. The Great 

River which I have not read concentrates on Primitive Methodism up to 1868. With a published price of 

£6.50 it can be obtained from him direct (davidmartinyoung@yahoo.co.uk). I have however read a short 

sequel that focuses on Wesleyan Methodism in and around Basingstoke, copies of which are on sale at the 

Willis at just £2.50. There are 47 pages and black and white illustrations. 

Some of this little book will most readily be understood by people already familiar with the history and 

practices of the Methodist Church, but there is plenty to interest any local history enthusiast. I was 

interested to discover, for example, that John Wesley paid a visit to the Vicar of Dummer in 1739 just five 

days after his evangelical conversion in London – they must have been friends - and then a second visit a 

few months later at the latter’s “earnest desire” when he preached to a large and attentive congregation in 

Dummer.  A few days later he preached to a small gathering in Basingstoke. I was also intrigued by 

Basingstoke’s first Wesleyan Chapel of 

1870, a converted granary in Potters Lane. 

Worshippers had to climb an outside ladder 

to an ill lit upper floor, and then withdraw 

the ladder so as not to obstruct the 

thoroughfare. In 1875 this was replaced by 

a purpose built chapel, which has since 

been moved to Cliddesden. 

Left: Basingstoke’s first purpose-built 

Wesleyan Chapel after removal to 

Cliddesden. Courtesy, David Young. 

You may remember that whilst carrying out his research David Young wrote two articles on his subject for 

our newsletter (January and May, 2013).  
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What’s on at the Willis 

All advanced bookings can be taken at the museum (01256 465902). You can also book some courses and 

workshops on line. See the museum’s website for details. Please remember that non-members 

attending Friends’ Association events, including your own guests, must reserve seats in advance. 

Now until Jun 4: Paintings by Amando Guatieri from 1980 to 2016. By an acclaimed Italian born 

professional artist now living in Hampshire. some surrealist, some decorative, some realistic. Basingstoke 

Gallery.                                                                                                                                                                                     

Now until Sat June 9: Drawn – Anouk Mercier and Greg Gilbert. Innovative approaches to drawing by two 

exciting artists. Sainsbury Gallery.                                                                                                                                                          

Thurs June 16, 7.30 pm Friends’ Event: Remember the Alamo, by Paul Vickers. Archaeology Gallery.    An 

intriguing account of pivotal Battle of the Alamo (1836) and the legends of Davy Crockett and Jim Bowie. 

Archaeology Gallery                                                                                                                                                                    

Sat June 18 to Sat August 27. Capability Brown: master of landscape. How this remarkable man radically 

changed the look of 18th century England. Sainsbury Gallery.                                                                                                                        

Sat June 18. 10.30, 12 noon, 1pm, 3pm Meet the minibeasts.  Another family activity See a giant tarantula 

and colourful beetles and guess the number of legs on a millipede. Suitable for children aged 5+ £6 per 

child.    Must be pre-booked.                                                                                                                                           

Sat June 18, (SAME DAY) 11 am to 1 pm and 2 pm to 4 pm. Insects in your garden. A family drop-in activity. 

£4 per child, accompanying adults free.   Must be pre-booked.                                                                                                                             

Sat June 29, 7 pm Grow great veg and have fun, with Pippa Greenwood. Talk and Q and A session. Cost 

£5. Must be pre-booked.                                                                                                                                                                         

Sat July 9, at the Willis and Sun July 10 at Basing House. Landscape Drawing Workshop. Enjoy an artistic 

weekend creating your own masterpiece.  Cost £60 for both days, concessions £45/£30.  Must be pre-

booked. (It is not possible to book for one day only.)                                                                                            

Thurs July 21, 7.30 pm, Friends’ event: Accident or assassination – the mysterious death of King Rufus, by 

Gordon Lewis. Was it a hunting accident or murder when Sir Walter Tyrell killed the irreligious William II in 

1100?  Archaeology Gallery.                                                                                                                                           

Sat Aug 5 to Sat Sept 10. Initial Optimism, an exhibition by Lydia Fee, mixed media artist, freelance 

illustrator, and greetings card maker. Basingstoke Gallery                                                                                                                 

Thursday September 15, 7.30 pm, Friends’ Event: The Alton Quilt, by Sue Dell. A Chawton House volunteer 

will tell the story of a coverlet worked there by Jane Austen, her sister Cassandra and their mother. 

What’s on at the BAHS and Basingstoke Heritage Society 
There will be meetings of the Basingstoke Archaeological and Historical Society at Church Cottage on 
the following dates. Admission is free to BAHS members, and for non-members, the charge is £3. 

Thursday June 9 AGM followed by The Great Wellington Statue, Aldershot, by Paul Vickers 

Thursday Sept 8 Cross rail excavations and the plague cemetery, by Barney Sloane, Historic England. 

Further information may be obtained from www.bahsoc.org.uk  or from the secretary Penny Martin,         
tel: 01256 321423 secretary@bahsoc.org.uk  

Friday 17th June to Sunday 10th July, Basingstoke Festival The Heritage Society will be conducting guided 
walks,  

New on our website 

A selection of archive photos from the Resources Room. This will be changed at intervals.  

 


