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Friends of the Willis Museum
Newsletter, February 2017

[ liihThe Friends of the
; Willis Museum

Part of the Borough weights and measures exhibit. Chosen by Wenay Ray for the Your
attention is Drawn... feature. See page 5.

‘The Friends’ was founded in 1978 to “promote, support and improve the Willis Museum.”
Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month for ten months of the year, and other events are
arranged from time to time. Registered Charity no 280406.

Annual subscription £10. Visitor for one meeting £2
Your committee: Derek Anthony (Chairman), Janice Bridgen (Deputy Chair), Shelagh le Marechal
(Secretary); Howard Ray (Treasurer and Membership Secretary ); Alistair Craig, (Website) John Hollands
(Publicity and Newsletter); David Wickens; Jenny Stevens (Curator, Ex officio).

Contact us c/o the museum, or by email on enquiries@friendsofthewillis.org.uk

Newsletter edited by John Hollands and proof read, duplicated and distributed by Derek Anthony
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Chairman’s jottings, by Derek Anthony
A Happy New Year to everyone | haven't, as yet, had a chance to wish season's greetings to in person.

| am sorry to have to report that Edna Fielding, a previous secretary of the Friends of the Willis Museum,
died on Friday 20th January. Edna was a fellow committee member for a number of years and I, along with
other committee members, always valued her friendship and wisdom. Our thoughts are with Alan, Edna's
husband and one-time treasurer of the Friends, at this sad time.

Looking ahead | have two dates for your diary. On Friday 7th April we will be competing with the Friends
of the Curtis Museum in Alton in the latest of our series of skittles matches. This year the venue for the
match will be "The Golden Pot" on the road between Alton and Odiham and we will assemble at 7.00pm.
There will be a hot buffet supper and the cost will be £12.00 per person. You will be able to sign up as
either a player or a supporter at the February or March monthly meeting or by contacting the treasurer
(Howard Ray) by telephoning 01256 473947 or emailing h.ray_uk@outlook.com

As we have to provide the pub with numbers ahead of the 7th April and pay for any "no shows" you will
need to let Howard have your money, either in cash or cheque made out to "Friends of the Willis Museum'
by Friday 24th March.

Looking further ahead, this year's summer outing will be a walking tour of Reading's Abbey Quarter led by
John Mullaney, our October 2016 speaker. The outing will take place on the afternoon of Saturday 29th
July. Further details soon.

Those of you who were able to join us for the Annual General Meeting in December will know that lan and
Cathy Williams, chairman and programme secretary respectively, have retired from the committee. The
committee and | are very grateful to both for their years of dedication and service.

Joining the committee | am very pleased to welcome David Wickens who will be working on the 2018
speaker programme. Suggestions for possible speakers from members are always welcome. Please do let
David, myself or another member of the committee have their details.

We would also welcome a couple of new committee members; so if you think you might be able to help
please do have a word with me or a member of the committee.

It only remains for me to thank you for reading these jottings and to hope that | will have the pleasure of
welcoming you to our next monthly meeting.
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Membership update, by Howard Ray

2016 was a slightly disappointing year in terms of our numbers, as we strive to achieve a steady increase in
membership. However, despite losing nine members during the year our membership, at 91, is still a
healthy figure. We are of course delighted with the support we receive from so many of you with an
average of 40 attending our monthly talks.

So a very warm welcome to the following who joined the Friends in 2016:
Karol Dennis, Carol & Peter Liddell, Susan Staunton, Cindy Stokes, and David Wickens
Sadly however we had to say farewell to:

Ray Cook, Stan Emerton, Carys & Brian Haywood, Rosalind & James Joyce, Stephen Saul, and Beryl &
Peter Uren.

Our success as Friends, whose primary object is to support the Willis Museum in every way possible, is very
much dependent on the strength of our membership so your Committee remains keen to grow our
numbers. Do you perhaps know someone who would like to support their local Museum and enjoy our
attractive programme of evening talks? If you don’t have the time to support the work of the Friends in
any other way recruiting some new members would be very much appreciated. It could also benefit you
directly in that the more members we have paying a subscription the less we will have to generate by
possibly increasing the subscription to cover our broadly fixed general operating costs.

Do let your friends and colleagues have a copy of our Programme Card, which are always available at the
Museum. This contains a Membership Application Form. And don’t forget that those joining during the
January to June period are eligible for attractive first year membership fee discounts.

Given the financial pressures across every element of society our Museum is increasingly dependent on
our support. A large, active and enthusiastic membership is therefore essential. Please do contribute to
growing our membership.

The beginnings of May’s Brewery, by Ken Smallbone

Several publications (including newspaper articles) seem to state, suggest or even imply that May’s
Brewery was established in Brook Street, Basingstoke, in 1750 or 1755. That is absolutely incorrect, for in
1762 —according to William Godson’s survey and map of Basingstoke - the premises were divided and
occupied by various people. On the corner of Frog Lane (Brook Street) and Chapel Street stood the
property of Mr Grace, with buildings lining both streets. Immediately to the north of Grace were rows of
cottages along Chapel Street with their gardens. The large area immediately to the west of Grace’s, and
taking up most of what became the main part of May’s Brewery, was labelled Mr Downs’s garden,
complete with several buildings standing within its boundaries. This was actually the property of William
Downs brewer, as a later document mentioned a malthouse standing in it, under a lease of 1748. Next
along Frog Lane came the properties of Mr Buy and Mr Appleshaw, both of which backed on to the
western portion of Downs’s garden.

Furthermore, the recognised founder of the family brewery business — Thomas May of Brimpton Mill —was
born in 1737, and would therefore have only been aged 13 in 1750, or, progressively, 18 in 1755: hardly old
enough to play around with beer-making, let alone making a business out of it. The fact is that Thomas
May (1737-1800) had formed a partnership with Thomas Hasker of Sherfield-upon-Loddon, and the
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Hasker & May partnership was known to have been in existence in 1771, when they were recorded
together on the deeds for The White Swan in Basingstoke. There had been an earlier Hasker-May
association, in 1731, when Thomas Hasker of Arborfield, gentleman, and John May of Sherfield-upon-
Loddon, yeoman (later of Sherfield Court, gentleman), were the trustees of the marriage settlement
between James Barber of Basingstoke and Mary Hasker of Bramley. Unfortunately, a connection between
John May of Sherfield and Thomas May of Brimpton cannot be found. Yet, the will of Thomas Hasker of
Arborfield, 1776, indicated that Thomas Hasker of Sherfield was his nephew.

Nevertheless, the partnership of Hasker & May, brewers, had terminated by 1781, for now Thomas May of
Brimpton had teamed up with William May (1729-1797) of Burghfield, as (Thomas & William May)
brewers and co-partners, for the lease of The White Hart in London Road, Basingstoke. It would appear
that they were cousins. Thomas May of Brimpton was also recorded in the poll book for Basingstoke in
1779, but as a non-resident. According to other deeds, the partnership was still in operation in 1783, and
the couple were continuously being recorded as residents of Brimpton and Burghfield, respectively. Yet,
“Messrs May” were recorded as brewers in Basingstoke (Slater’s directory) in 1784, and Thomas May as a
brewer there (Universal British Directory) in 1791. Thomas May had been elected a burgess of Basingstoke
in 1783, but, as a non-resident, was not sworn into office, and therefore “resigned” in 1795 to be replaced
by his son Charles.

In 1783 William Paice — the eventual successor to Thomas Downs (for he had married Downs’s widow) —
sold his interests in alehouses to the partners Thomas and William May. At the same time he must have
leased the brewery premises to them, as well, for it was not owned by May until 1794. The partnership of
Thomas & William May had ceased by 1788, when Thomas May of Brimpton was solely granted the lease
to The Red Lion in Basingstoke. He retired at some time between October 1790 (lease for The Feathers) and
April 1791 (lease for The George).

His sons Thomas May (1766-1843) and Charles May (1771-1844) succeeded to the business — and they (as
Thomas & Charles May) had thus purchased the freehold of the brewery, with its house, premises and
farm in Brook Street, Basingstoke, in 1794 — the indentures for lease and release for the brewery, and also
for the abstracts of title on some of their earlier licensed houses in the town, commence from 30 and 31
December 1794. In 1796 the brothers were actually recorded on deeds as Thomas and Charles May of
Basingstoke, whereas their father was never given that designation. Thomas May junior was elected mayor
of Basingstoke eleven times between 1796 and 1836, and Charles May was elected to that same office
twice, in 1811 and 1817.

This article has been extracted from my forthcoming book on the histories of 152 named historic public
houses in Basingstoke, and their known tenants. It will be privately printed, and therefore limited in
availability. For further information please contact me on ksmallbone@aol.com or ken@the-changing-
seasons.com

Book review: Basingstoke Workhouse and Poor Law Union, by Barbara Large, reviewed by
the Editor.

Could it be because of Oliver Twist? Whatever the reason, the Victorian workhouse is an historical subject
of enduring if uncomfortable fascination. And now we have an excellent book on the Basingstoke
workhouse by our member Barbara Large.

Union Workhouses were an outcome of the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834 which replaced earlier
increasingly unworkable forms of parish relief. Each Union served quite a large area, in this case virtually
the area now administered by Basingstoke and Deane Council. The Workhouses were deliberately
designed to be “of a forbidding and deterrent nature” (Barbara’s words). The government believed that
people who really couldn’t support themselves, the impoverished elderly, the disabled and orphans, for
example, would accept workhouse conditions as a matter of course, whilst those who could work to
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support themselves would make every effort to do so to keep
themselves out of the workhouse, as life outside was always going
to be better than life inside. In practice many local agricultural
workers spent their year partly in and partly out of the Basingstoke
workhouse, as the only work they could get was seasonal.

BASINGSTOKE Workhouses along \{vitch other forms of relief that co‘ntinued in
parallel were administered by Boards of Guardians. Few
WORKHOUSE Guardians, Barbara tells us, deliberately set out to grind the faces
of the poor, even if the system allowed them to do so. Rather they
AND POOR LAW LINICH | were motivated to “strengthen the fabric of the countryside in as
BARBARA A. LARGE 3 W cheap and efficient way as possible”. Where possible they enabled
the poor to better themselves and become independent, such as
by educating the workhouse orphans, or sometimes through small
grants to help individuals into employment, or to emigrate. This
was the way of the first Chairman of the Basingstoke Board,
William Lutley Sclater, a decent and conscientious man who set a
humane tone that permeated the Basingstoke Union throughout
k' its existence, so the story of the local workhouse is for the most
1&:- e part one of steady improvement. By contrast conditions in the
Andover Union Workhouse during the 1840s were truly horrific

and sickening, creating a scandal that led to national reforms when they came to light.

Barbara’s book deals comprehensively with the entire history of the Basingstoke Union Workhouse and
other forms of poor relief provided in the area up to the legal end of the workhouse system in 1929, and
with the subsequent history of the local building. A fruit of the Victoria County History Project for
Hampshire, it is based on no less than five years of sifting through records at the National Archives in Kew,
the Hampshire Record Office and elsewhere, including the Willis Museum. Repaying careful reading, it
leaves us with an absorbing overview and example of how a large sector of British society was provided
for, plus plenty of sometimes shocking anecdotal evidence to show why poor relief was needed. It also
reminds us of how fortunate most of us are today by comparison with many of our forefathers.

Published by The History Press at £12.99 Barbara’s book is available from the museum shop and other local
bookshops.

Your attention is drawn ...
1. The Borough weights and measures exhibit, by the editor on behalf of Wendy Ray

Wendy Ray has used the option of telling me, the editor, about her choice rather than write about it
herself:

The set of weights and measures (See the front cover illustration) was made for the Borough in 1835, and
used to check that local farmers and traders were not selling their customers short. This was in accordance
with a “trading standards” duty imposed on the Borough by an 1834 Act of Parliament creating “inspectors
of weights and measures”.

The weights, measures and accompanying balance are objects of beauty in themselves. Made of brass or
copper, they are engraved with the name of the Borough and with the name of the weight or measure
itself. These names are of course taken from the avoirdupois system, and are therefore historically
interesting as well. | am put in mind of the saying:”Every man must eat a peck of dirt before he dies.” You
can see from the peck measure that this is quite a lot of dirt!
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Your attention is drawn...
2. The Basing House Embroidery, by Nicola Turton

A version of this article was first published in the Friends of Basing House Newsletter, March 2005

When | was the chairman of the now defunct Friends of Basing House, we were approached by the Friends of the
Willis to consider contributing to the purchase of the case for the so-called Basing House Embroidery. | first saw it
many years ago when on a visit to Chilcomb museum stores to look at ladies’ linen caps. | found it in a box on a shelf
in a hot little store room.

The embroidery was bought in Yorkshire, but has Basingstoke provenance, and bears the motto Aymez Loyalte on a
ribbon banner underneath a small castle in the top left hand corner of the embroidery. It is properly called “raised
work” but is also known as “stump work”, “embossed” or “embosted” work. This style had its heyday during the
period 1640-1680, but can be found through the whole of the seventeenth century, and had its roots in the
preceding two centuries when much needlework was raised and gently padded. This can especially be seen in
ecclesiastical garments.

It is thought that the seemingly random and out-of-scale images can be attributed to simply taking an idea from
another source, such as a book illustration, and not bothering to re-scale the object. It has been said that
seventeenth century work lacks the true skill of earlier needlework, but | find the slight naiveté adds life and charm
to a piece.

Part of the Basing House Embroidery is made up of what are known as “slips”. These are pieces of needleworked
lace or fabric which are then sewn to another piece of work. At Hardwick Hall they have a large collection of
embroidery and a fine selection of slips. Slips for this fine type of work, rather than for seat cushions or other
furnishings, are often made to “fly free”, and used for things such as leaves or the skirts of a figure. Other materials
are also used, such as wires, vellum, pearls, bead, gems, real hair and feathers. One could buy a kit, make up the
panels and then send them away to be made into a box, mirror frame or whatever. The themes usually fall into one
of the following categories: biblical, legends, allegorical figures such as a king and his retinue, or commemorative.

Sadly the castle bears no resemblance to Basing House, and | have a book which shows a similarly composed piece
with a house just like this one. There is also no archaeological or pictorial evidence for a house with that appearance
at Basing.
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The Basing House Embroidery measures about 16 inches by 12, and has been dated to 1660-65. It may well
represent the adventures of Charles Il during the English Civil War. There are various symbols in the work, which is
not in good condition and rewards a good peering at. You can see a hog, or perhaps a boar, beautifully made "flying
free” acorns, what may be a lion, and, at the top, a sun appearing through clouds.

The boldest figure is Charles Il who seems to be pavilioned in splendour, wearing a tiny red glass heart around his
neck. In front of the King is probably the Queen, Catherine of Braganza. Unfortunately her right hand is so damaged
that one can see the wooden form beneath the needlework. There is another figure which may be John Paulet,
Marquis of Winchester. And you may be able to spot a mermaid which could be, if one really stretches ones
imagination, a reference to the mermaid capital and legend at Nately Scures church. The church and its land used to
be part of the Marquis’s estate.

Most of the silk backing has perished, and the silver threads and spangles have tarnished to black. The colours are
faded, but it must have been really gorgeous when new. Having examined it at Chilcomb, | can say that the colours
on the back are just as bright and lovely as you would expect.

Reference: Raised work embroidery, by Barbara and Roy Hurst, 1994.

Your attention is drawn...
3. Samian Ware flagons, by Mary Oliver

| have many personal associations with items in the Archaeological gallery dating from my time working for
the museum when Basingstoke was first expanding in the 1960s, and a new site seemed to be discovered
on every new housing estate! Perhaps the most memorable was at Oakridge where a large site was
discovered but explored and recorded only incompletely in the road scrapes and house footings by the
museum staff and their gallant volunteer helpers.

The decision was taken to excavate a large pit — Pit 13! — which turned out to be a well 87°6” deep. It had a
very interesting story to tell —too much for this note — but my favourite item(s) came from the time after it
had gone out of use and was being filled up in the late 3"/early 4th century, mostly with rubbish and bone
waste from processing animals for food and
leather, but also with items of a ritual
nature. Wells, holes in the ground, deep
pools all held a fascination for the people
then and offerings were frequently made to
the gods and the spirits of the underworld.
This included animals such as hares and
dogs, and also pottery vessels, probably
containing an organic gift which has not
survived.

Here, the latter included two small Samian
flagons, both almost perfectly preserved,
which must have been carefully lowered
into the well to avoid being broken. As well
as being beautiful, they were antique when
they were deposited, being at least 150
years old. They were made in Central Gaul
in the mid 2" century and are an
uncommon type. I’'m fascinated by the
thought of these two little pots — not an
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exact pair — being cared for and valued for so long and | wonder what prompted their being offered in this
way.

If Oakridge were to be discovered now, a much fuller picture of the whole site would certainly be obtained,
but there is little chance that the difficult and hazardous excavation of the well would be undertaken and
these two little flasks would have remained undiscovered. But they can be seen and enjoyed with other
items from the well in the Oakridge case in the Archaeology gallery.

Editor’s note: As mentioned before, | would like to keep this series going indefinitely, to show that we, The Friends,
are really taking an interest in what is in the museum. It’s something that every one of us could contribute to, and if
you do not feel able to write about your choice as Nicola has done, you can take the Wendy option and ask me to
write something for you.

Back room Friends, by John Hollands

| am swapping my editor’s hat for my archivist’s hat to tell you a little about what has been happening in
the Willis’s Resources Room over the last year. Having these two hats may or may not be helping me to
keep my hair on, what little of it | still have, that is.

As some Friends know well, and others have yet to discover, the Resources Room is where the Willis’s
collection of local history material is kept. Included are books, maps, documents of many kinds, original or
copied, and photographs, as well sound recordings for the Basingstoke Archaeological and Historical
Society “Talking History” project.

All the material has been arranged by subject, but much still waits to be catalogued individually. Our
members George and Anita Plummer usually work in the Resources Room every Thursday morning
cataloguing photographs. Non-member, Lawrence, another regular, is usually there, too, on Thursday
afternoons compiling a reference tool based on our collection of local directories. | am normally present on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays when among other tasks | catalogue documents.

George, Anita and | store our catalogue entries on a desk top computer using a data base called MODES
(Museum Object Data Entry System); this can be searched in various ways when dealing with historical
enquiries. (Lawrence uses a separate laptop.) The desk top, old now as computers go and with capacity
issues, was purchased for the Willis by The Friends more than ten years ago.

Shortly before Christmas 2015 the desk top delivered an unwelcome Christmas present, a MODES crash!
George, Anita and | lost much work. Karen Clark, then in overall charge of computer service at Chilcomb
came to try to fix the problem. She had previously made a back-up copy of our data to early 2015 and re-
installed that, but was unable to recover our most recent work or fix the problem entirely, so George and
Anita were left with much work to do over again, and | lost about 180 of my most recent entries. Karen
was about to leave Chilcomb for a new job, and advised us not to attempt to store any new records, and to
use MODES for information searches only, until her successor could look at the problem. Several months
later her successor Clare Mitchell came and was able to do some further fixing, so now George and Anita
have finished recreating their lost records. Apart from searching out the documents concerned, | have yet
to start re-creating mine.

| can truthfully tell you however that | have not been idle. | have been working through the folders
containing yet-to-be-catalogued documents and writing a brief summary of the contents of each one as an
interim measure until the documents they contain can be catalogued individually. Some of my time has
been spent working on a book on a local subject that | am helping to write, and some time on editing your
newsletters — no, they don’t appear by magic - and | have drawn on the resources to write several Heritage
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articles for The Gazette, hoping thereby to help raise the Willis’s profile a little. Jointly with Howard Ray,
and our curator Jenny, | have produced new carry-round guide sheets for visitors. Recently much of my
time has been spent working with a few other members on a new PowerPoint presentation to be shown to
outside groups to encourage them to visit the museum. There will be more to tell you about this in due
course.

Then there is the important matter of fielding local history enquiries. During 2016 | myself dealt with
about 50; they were very varied. Most commonly they were to do with family history, but | have also
helped to find material for articles, a thesis, a book, a documentary film, a school visit, a new website, two
commemorative displays including one for the Queen’s 9o™ birthday, and for the Victoria County History
update. Two enquiries related to building alterations, and four were about finds.

One of the more unusual enquiries came from an overseas visitor (with one day left before flying home)
who wanted to see the address where a parent had once lived but could not find it on a recent street map
(as the name of the road had been changed). By reference to an older street map | was able to give
directions. Another was for information about a Basingstoke inn where the enquirer and his wife had spent
the first night of their honeymoon in 1960. He did not remember its name, but | was able to identify it from
his description, and other Friends then helped with further information and good 1960-ish photos.

| don’t always unearth as much information as | would like, but only very seldom do enquirers go away
with nothing. That this is so is not just thanks to the information at my disposal in the Resources Room, but
also, (as in the last mentioned case), to the small network of knowledgeable, willing and patient Friends
I've called on many times for assistance. They have greatly enhanced the service | have provided, so a big
“Thank you” to them all.

Two final points: this museum service relies on volunteers. It would help if a suitable Friend or Friends
could be on hand in the Resources Room on the two days when it is currently unstaffed. Training can be
given, and there is more you can do besides just helping with enquiries. Secondly whilst | for one am
willing to carry on for as long as | am able, it’s reasonable to assume that the Willis will outlast me. Without
volunteers to carry it on this service will lapse. As the group whose objective it is to “promote, support and
improve the Willis Museum”, we can’t let that happen, can we?

What’s on at the Willis

All advanced bookings can be taken at the museum (01256 465902). You can also book some courses and
workshops on line. See the museum’s website for details. Please remember that non-members
attending Friends’ Association events, including your own guests, must reserve seats in advance.

Now until March 1°": International Garden Photographer of the Year. The best 2016 entries for the world’s
most prestigious competition for garden, plant and botanical photography. Sainsbury Gallery

Sat Feb 18 to Sat Feb 25: Half term fun. Free drop in half term family activities, themed around the above
exhibition, including trails and make-and-takes. Any time during opening hours.

Sat Mar 11 to Sat 26 April: The Romantic thread in British art. Paintings and prints from the 18" century
to the present day from the outstanding collection of the Southampton Art Gallery. A celebration of our
continuous emotional relationship with the British landscape. Sainsbury Gallery.

Thu Mar 16, 7.30 pm, Friends’ event: Scamper through the Stuarts, by Diane White.
From when the grandfather of the first Stuart King was inspired by a spider to when Bonnie Prince Charlie
used a web of hidden tracks to evade capture! Archaeology Gallery



Sat Mar 25, Mother’s Day drop-in family activity. Make Mum some paper flowers for her special day. Free,
but donations welcomed towards materials.

Sat Apr 8 to Sat Apr 22: Easter activities. A varied series of activities inspired by The Romantic Thread in
British Art exhibition. Call in or visit the museum website nearer the time for more details.

Thu Apr 20, Friends’ event: The Archaeology of Warfare, by Dave Allen, Hampshire Cultural Trust.
Archaeology Gallery. How local finds have helped tell the story of warfare from the Bronze Age to the
English Civil War, with an opportunity to handle some of them. Archaeology Gallery

Sat May 6 to Sat Jul 19: A printmaker’s journey: exhibition by Angie Lewin. Angie Lewin’s highly
recognisable works reflect the time she spends sketching the native flora of the North Norfolk Coast and the
Scottish Highlands. Works from various stages in her career will feature alongside prints of works by artists
that have inspired her including Eric Ravilious, Edward Bawden and Alan Reynolds. Sainsbury Gallery

Thu, May 18, Friends’ event: People on plinths: 12 Hampshire statues, by Tony Cross.
The fascinating stories behind 12 noteworthy statues in Hampshire ranging from the ‘The Great & the
Good'’ to the ordinary working man. Archaeology Gallery

What'’s on at the BAHS and the Heritage Society

All at Church Cottage. Admission free to these society’s own members. Admission of non-members to
the BAHS meetings £3, and to the Heritage Society Meetings £2 payable at the door.

BAHS, Thu Mar 9, 7.30pm: Jane Austen’s houses, by Derek Spruce

Heritage Soc, Tue Mar 28 7.30 pm: AGM followed by The Basingstoke Workhouse, by Barbara Large
BAHS, Thu Apr 13, 7.30pm: Almanacs, astrology and popular medicine in early modern England, by
Louise Curth

BAHS, Thu May 11, 7.30pm: The Ebbsfleet elephant butchery site, by Francis Wenban-Smith

Tailpiece: The Winner!

A memory of our Christmas
Social.

Alistair Craig shows the
splendid hamper he won in
the special raffle as another
Friend samples the good
things on the well-laden
refreshment table.

Photo by Janice Bridgen.
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