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Support for the Willis in action: a dozen Friends contributed to a Before there was Star Wars display to
complement the record breaking Sainsbury Gallery May the Toys be With You exhibition (Jan-Apr 2018)

‘The Friends’ was founded in 1978 to “promote, support and improve the Willis Museum.”
Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month for ten months of the year, and other events are

arranged from time to time. Registered Charity no 280406.

Annual subscription £10. Visitor for one meeting £2

Your committee: Derek Anthony (Chairman), Shelagh le Marechal (Secretary); Howard Ray (Treasurer
and Membership Secretary); Alistair Craig, (Website) John Hollands (Publicity and Newsletter); David

Wickens (Programme Secretary); Jenny Stevens (Curator, ex officio).

Contact us c/o the museum, or by email to enquiries@friendsofthewillis.org.uk

Newsletter edited by John Hollands and proof read, duplicated and distributed by Derek Anthony
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Chairman’s jottings, by Derek Anthony
Welcome to the spring issue of our Newsletter. | do hope that you have enjoyed our speaker
programme so far this year. | am pleased to say that our membership has reached 105 and that the
audience attendance for the first of our monthly meetings has been above average. In fact, those of you
who attended the February or March meetings will have noticed that the room was full so if you are
coming to a monthly meeting you would then be advised to arrive early (doors open at 7.10pm) to secure
your seat.

Whilst we make every effort to accommodate all who wish to attend our monthly meetings, please
remember that the fire regulations limit the number of people allowed on the top floor to 60.

As a result, we restrict the number of visitors to just ten and insist that all visitors wishing to join us
(including any that accompany you) must book a place by contacting the Museum (telephone number -
01256 465902), preferably 48 hours ahead. It is a case of first come first served.

Also, we cannot guarantee members entry once we have reached our room capacity, and as a courtesy to
our speakers we always close the doors to the Museum at 7.30pm, even if we haven’t reached the capacity
limit. You are therefore advised to always arrive by 7.25 at the absolute latest to avoid disappointment.

Looking forward to this year's Summer Outing, we will be visiting the recently refurbished Whitchurch Silk
Mill, managed by Sue Tapliss, who was the curator here at the Willis Museum immediately before Jenny
Stevens. The Mill reopens at the beginning of July and our visit will take place on Saturday 21st July.
Meeting up at the Mill at 2.00pm, the outing will include a tour of the site plus tea and cake refreshments,
all for a price of £10 per person.

Please sign up at either the May or the June monthly meeting or contact me on 01256 322073 or email
derekganthony@btinternet.com. You will need to pay Howard Ray, our treasurer, at or before the June
meeting, as we have to confirm numbers to the Silk Mill by 1st July at the latest.

By now many of you will be aware of the General Data Protection Regulations which are coming into force
this month. These regulations place a duty on organisations like our own to obtain members' permission
before storing and using members' personal information about them and to have, in place, a process by
which members can withdraw that permission. Two committee members have been working hard on a
plan to implement the new regulations.

Every one of us will have to complete and return a form giving our consent to the uses for which our
personal information can be used. The forms and a letter of explanation should arrive with you in the next
few weeks.

Finally, on behalf of the committee, a very big 'thank you' to everybody who raided their attics and their
old toy-boxes to bring out books, games and toys from a time "Before there was Star Wars". John
Hollands, who masterminded and organised the display of that name for us is particularly grateful to you.
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Ken Smallbone and “James Potter, Quaker”, by John Hollands
Our member Susan Hawkins has written to me as editor to say how sorry she was to read in our February
newsletter that Ken Smallbone had died, and to urge you to read his book James Potter, Quaker: a record
of dissent in the 17" and 18" centuries, (Sessions book Trust, 1992). You may recall that Ken gave us a talk
in 2014 about his work as a genealogist, and that this prompted Susan to write about James Potter for our
February 2015 newsletter, in turn prompting a reply from Ken that we printed in the following issue. You
can read these back numbers in our Resources Room or on our website.

James Potter who died in 1703 was the brother of Richard Potter, Ken’s 7 x great-grandfather (who also
features prominently in this book). As a Quaker living in Baughurst James suffered much persecution from
the established church for his beliefs. A Quaker herself (though Ken was not) Susan recommends the book
as “a good study [that shows how James and Quakers like him] resisted the dominance of the Church of
England and greatly improved conditions for working farm labourers [and how] “the character of the
Quaker was the bedrock of many successful businesses.”

On Susan’s recommendation | read the book and found that it shows a flair for narrative writing, in parts
reading almost like an historical novel. It relates the local situation to national events well, and like all Ken’s
other published writing, it demonstrates a scrupulous concern for historical accuracy and the documenting
of sources. Certainly, it deserves to be on the reading list of anyone seriously interest in our local history. A
copy has now been added to the Resources Room collection, and you will also find reference and loan
copies in the local history sections of the Basingstoke Discovery Centre library, (Classification no.
289.60924)

Basingstoke landscape painting graces the New World: ‘twas Pumpkin what did it,

by Edward Dawson, guest contributor
In 1775 a classical artist painted a beautiful picture of a North Hampshire landscape. The artist was Paul
Sandby, RA, and the subject was Hackwood Park. No one here has seen the picture, and few people even
know where it is. It was bought at auction and spirited away to the New World. It is remarkable that such a
wonderful work of art has become so estranged from its true milieu.

The reason is simple: an American buyer purchased it for his collection. The buyer was Paul Mellon. Paul
Mellon was a banker and philanthropist. He bred racehorses and in 1936 fate showed him a painting by
George Stubbs called Pumpkin with a Stable Lad. Pumpkin was a chestnut racehorse and Mellon fell for the
painting. He kept this, his first bought British painting in America, igniting a burning passion leading to a
large collection. It made him think more about Old World English artists and their hit on cultural value.
Mellon made more acquisitions, including the Hackwood piece, and the collection was complete. It is the
finest and largest collection of British artworks outside the Kingdom.

‘Hackwood Park’ is a majestic oil painting depicting the open rural landscape and pastoral setting of North
Hampshire. There is an engraving of it from a vantage point looking out across a wide terrain and the fine
wooded countryside of old Basingstoke.

Hackwood Park is housed in the Yale Center for British Art at New Haven in Connecticut. It has over 2,200
paintings and sculptures from Hogarth to Turner. Other artists are Gainsborough, Joshua Reynolds,
Constable and Stanley Spencer. There are 20,000 drawings and watercolours, and 30,000 books and prints
featuring British art from John Ruskin and Walter Sickert to Paul Nash and Augustus John, and it holds the
only complete collection of Kelmscott Press publications by Arts and Crafts founder William Morris.

Mellon founded the centre in one of the original nine Colonial Colleges built before the American
Revolution. Yale’s founder, Elihu Yale was a British merchant and slave trader. He had help from Jeremiah
Dummer whose family history can be traced to Dummer village just by Basingstoke. They nearly called it
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Dummer College, but someone pointed out that a “dumb” college had a bad ring to it, and “Yale” sounded
showier.

With the recent news that Hackwood Park is under attack from a huge motorway service station on the M3
it is poignant that 250 years on this amazing picture should form part of the defence of the historic estate
and its beautiful surrounding countryside.

“Pumpkin”, by George Stubbs “Hackwood Park™ by Paul Sandby later engraving

Your Attention is drawn to the First World War Roll of Honour, by Howard Ray
One of the items in the Museum which has intrigued me for quite some time is the 3ft x 4ft framed list of
names leaning against the wall in the Archaeology Gallery facing you at the top of the stairs, to the right of
the fire escape door. | am always very conscious that it is at risk of being knocked over and damaged.

My attention was drawn to it by the fact that my grandfather’s brother is one of those named.

My initial view was that it was a listing of those who accepted the call to arms in
September 1914. | have a copy of the listing which appeared in the Hants & Berks
Gazette on Saturday 12 September 1914. There were approaching 900 names from
the town of Basingstoke on that list, which is quite thought-provoking when you consider that the
population at that time would have been around 10,000.

Returning to the Roll in the Museum a more detailed examination has proved my initial assumption to be
totally wrong. This listing of around one thousand two hundred individuals, hand inscribed in alphabetical
order in nine columns within a beautifully designed and possibly hand painted surround, proclaims that it is
the names of those from the Borough who served in the Great European War of 1914 to 1919. In addition
to the names it also gives the services “branch” in which they served.

———————

Page4‘



Careful scrutiny, which really necessitates lying on the gallery floor, raises a great number of questions. |
have been able to find answers to some of these questions with the help of a number of people but quite
possibly some of you may have further information. | am sure the Newsletter Editor would be delighted to
receive your written responses for future publication.

My first questions were: Why is the roll in the Willis Museum, where did it come from and when? Clearly it
was originally fixed to a wall, given the brackets attached to the frame. Which wall? The next puzzle was
that given it purports to be a list of all those who served during that five-year period why does the bottom
right hand corner say “Basingstoke — May 1916”?

In the bottom left we see “E H C Bolley fecit”. Who was Mr Bolley who presumably created this wonderful
item? A Google search told me that “fecit” (a Latin word) indicates that “he/she made (it); and that this
word is “used on an artwork (such as a painting, sculpture, engraving, or building) to identify its creator”.

Another question which initially came to mind was why 1919 given that the Armistice was signed in 19187
Did anybody sign up in 1919? | am of course aware that some war memorials to the dead do include those
who died of their war wounds after the Armistice was signed but this is not a list of those who died but
those who served.

There are of course other thought-provoking questions which come to mind as a result of studying this
item. Does it really include everyone who served in any capacity at any time during that five-year period?
Does it include those who served in all the services? | assume so because | can find a few names with the
branch initial being “r.f.c” (Royal Flying Corps) or “HMS ................. ” Given that some of those listed will
have changed their service branch at some time during the conflict, is the one listed the initial branch or
the final branch? How was this information collected? Finally, given that this purports to be just those who
lived in the “Borough of Basingstoke” what were the Borough boundaries at that time?

My search for answers led me, quite by chance, to the Basingstoke & Deane web site. This told me that the
original version of this scroll is now held in the Hampshire Record Office. The item in the Willis is in fact a
copy. It also told me that local historian David
Stewart, who many of you will remember spoke
to us in June 2015 on the subject of
“Researching the Fallen of Basingstoke”, had
established that a Miss Alice Fisher of
Cliddesden Road had presented the Mayor and
Basingstoke Town Council with the Roll in June
1916. At the time the scroll named the 1,036
local men who were serving in or had been
serving in the Forces. The names had been
inscribed by a Mr Ernest Henry George Bolley, a
salesman for a Timber and Brick merchant, of .
Winchester Road. At the time it was agreed by | &
all concerned that Mr Bolley would inscribe the | {@
names of those joining up later, following the
conclusion of the war. This therefore explains
the big gaps which exist in the columns and
explains why, with careful scrutiny, you can find
that the last names under each letter of the
alphabet are not in strictly alphabetical order,
unlike the bulk of the names.

_. .
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David had ascertained that Ernest joined the
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Royal Engineers in July 2016, survived the war and was true to his word in inscribing the extra names after
hostilities ceased. | was therefore just left wondering when the “1914 to 1919” was added. Did Mr Bolley
leave a suitable space for this line to be incorporated later or did he just leave the final year blank?
Incidentally talking to a friend | was reminded that although the Armistice was signed in November 1918
the war was not formally ended until the Peace Treaty of Versailles was signed on 28 June 1919. This

therefore presumably explains the five-year period covered by the roll of Honour.

[Many were not

demobilised and able to return home until 1919, Editor]

Whilst all this information answered quite a number of my initial questions | was left uncertain about the
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copy which we have in the Museum and why it is where it is. | spoke
to David Stewart who explained that he had initiated a search for the
Roll of Honour when he began his research project into those named
on the Basingstoke War Memorial, having found mention of it in the
Gazette. Eventually, after a lot of pressure from David and with the
support of others, the Roll was located hanging on a remote wall in
the Council offices. He arranged for it to be removed from the wall
so that he could transcribe (with considerable difficulty) all the
names. At the time arrangements were made for the Roll to be
copied and the original to be deposited in the Hampshire Record
Office. Incidentally a search of the HRO database incorrectly
describes this item as listing the “Basingstoke War Dead 1916-19”. |
knew | had photographed it in the museum in April 2015 so spoke to
Jenny Stevens, the Curator. She recalls that it came to the Museum
in June 2014 in support of a WW1 exhibition which was mounted at
the time. She is not clear why it is still with us, or who owns this copy
and what is intended for this item in the future. It is however
thought-provoking that the copy is back in the building where the
original hung for so many years. How many of you can remember
seeing the

original? Where was it positioned?

Further communication with David resulted in his sending me a copy
of a substantial report he had found in the Gazette for 10 June 1916
which reported on the presentation of the Scroll by Miss Alice Fisher
of Ellerslie in Cliddesden Road to the Town Council. This was an
unknown name to me in terms of Basingstoke history so | found
myself wondering what her connection was to Basingstoke and what
had encouraged her to invest so much of her time and money in
compiling the list of names.

| am still really none the wiser. Using my family history research
facilities, the only record | could find of Alice Maud Fisher was of her
living at Ellerslie, (now 73) Cliddesden Road in the census of 1911,
with her also single sister Margaret Dawson Fisher. In fact,
subsequent research revealed that the sisters rented this property
from the owners of 75 Cliddesden Road until a few years before
Alice’s death in Basingstoke on 4 April 1934. Both of the sisters were
born in London. It seems their father was into property and it is

interesting that Margaret was staying with the Simmons family in Cliddesden Road in 1891. Was this
connection what brought the sisters to Basingstoke? Could it have perhaps been the war death of Paul
Emery Simmons in July 1915 which prompted Alice to commission the Roll of Honour? It is interesting to
note that among the first names mentioned on the extensive list of people attending her funeral at St
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Mary’s Eastrop, or sending flowers (quite a Who’s Who of Basingstoke at that time) were Mrs Franklin
Simmons, (widow of Franklin William Simmons), and Major Victor Alexander Simmons, (Land Agent &
Auctioneer of Simmons & Sons). This is pure supposition; despite extensive research | have not been able
to substantiate any of this. Sadly, David tells me that he has been unable to find an Obituary which might
have told us more.

Finally, a visit to the Museum Resources Room resulted in John Hollands producing from his
comprehensive archives a map of the Borough of Basingstoke at the time which showed that whilst
Worting for example was within the boundaries, areas such as Old Basing, most of Cliddesden, Sherborne
St John, Wooton St Lawrence, Oakley, North Waltham, Dummer, Kempshott and even Part Prewett were
not.

Whatever the background to this exhibit it is a fascinating listing to study - if you have a magnifying glass,
particularly if you have any relatives who were living in Basingstoke at the time and fought in the First
World War. | recommend that you all take a look sooner rather than later just in case the Council want it
back. A visit to the Hampshire Record Office to examine the original is now on my personal “to do” list.

| must conclude by acknowledging the considerable interest and support | have received from David
Stewart in the preparation of this article, which has included copies of quite a number of extracts from the
Gazette which he had found by painstakingly scrolling through the microfilm records held at the Discovery
Centre.

“Huonville” and the Hopkins Family, by Bob Applin

Left: Huonwville, circa 1900 © Barbara Bigham; right: Huonville in 2017.

About a year ago | happened to call into the Museum when John Hollands was helping two ladies from
Tasmania; they were looking for a house called Huonville in Chequers Rd, and for information on a family
called Hopkins who lived there at one time. The family had a confectionery business at 8 London St. Having
a bit of spare time, | offered to take them to Chequers Rd and we walked the length of the road looking,
without success, for Huonville. Unfortunately, Mrs Bigham, the lady making the enquiry, did not have a
photo of the house with her.

Subsequently, by consulting the 1851 to 1911 census returns, the local directories of the time and
correspondence with Mrs Bigham we have firmly established that Hounville was the name used by the
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Hopkins for No 8 Chequers Rd. Mrs Bigham’s photo of the house (sent after our visit) and my recent photo
show that externally it has changed very little and is one half of a pair of houses called Olive Villas built in
1887 by G.G. (George Goodall?). Just about visible on the left-hand ashlar quoin to the left above the
parlour window is the name Broughton — again this name is not in the records that | have consulted.
Various members of the Hopkins family occupied the house from after 1901 to at least 1958. They are not
there in the 1960 edition of Kelly’s.

Mrs Bigham does not have an explanation for the use of the name Huonville.

The rise of this Hopkins family in Basingstoke is an example of the Victorian entrepreneurship that is
evident in the censuses - not in the same league as Burberry or Milward, but of someone from outside the
town recognising and exploiting the opportunities that the arrival of the railways and the resulting increase
in population provided. | wish to thank Mrs Bigham for permission to reproduce her photographs and
family information.

London Street circa 1890: the pub is “The Bell” where Inigo Jones was briefly incarcerated after the fall of
Basing House.

Edward Alfred Hopkins — Mrs Bigham’s Great Grandfather - Census information

1851: Living in Windsor where he was born, the son of Thomas Hopkins a greengrocer. Aged 21, with the
trade of currier.

1861: He is living in London St. Basingstoke at the second property from the Market Square, unmarried and
a currier. A late 19™ century photo shows a small shop on the west side of the Bell Inn in London St. See
below.

According to the Shorter OED a currier is a dyer of leather, but | think the word was also more generally
used as the term for a leather worker/dealer. He probably sold leather and leather goods. Until the 1960s,
in Basingstoke, there was a shop in Potters Lane (Botting’s) where one could buy leather for home resoling
of boots and shoes - as my father did for my family.

1871: He has married and moved to the second property east of the Bell Inn and is a Draper with 6
children. He had 8 children in all. His wife Mary’s 1911 census return states that she had 8 children all of
whom were living.

1881: He is now one property east of The Bell Inn and is a Teacher of Music well enough off to have a
servant. He and his wife Mary have 3 children at home, and they also have a boarder.

1891: At the same property, now calling himself Professor of Music. Family includes Harry H, aged 23, and
Percy J, aged 16, both confectioner’s assistants. No servant but two lodgers. Presumably his wife was
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running the confectioner’s shop with her sons while Edward taught his pupils, which may have not been a
full-time occupation.

Left: Edward Alfred Hopkins, died 1899; right: Family group, 1899. Back row: Harry Hopkins, Louise
Taylor (Hopkins), Edward Hopkins, Percy Hopkins. Front Row: Kate Hopkins, Mary Louise Hopkins, nee
Clark, Annie Fielder (Hopkins).

(Sons Thomas and Frederick had already emigrated to Tasmania.) photos © Barbara Bigham

At that period ‘Professor of Music’ had no academic meaning. The wife of the manager of what is now Nat
West Bank in London St. and the landlord of the Black Boy inn in Church St are also recorded as ‘Professor
of Music’ i.e. a professional music teacher, in the censuses.

1901: Edward’s wife Mary is head of household at 8 London St. with sons Harry H, a coachbuilder, and
Percy J confectioner, a visitor Eva L Lee (24), music teacher, and a boarder.

1911: Mary is at 8 Chequers Rd with unmarried daughter Kate (38). Percy is still at 8 London St, a
Confectioner, with wife Eva Louise and daughter Constance (6), i.e. Percy had married the music teacher.
The business is doing sufficiently well for Percy to employ a live-in girl assistant.

London St, circa 1900
© Barbara Bigham
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The 1891 census records Percy and Harry Hopkins as Confectioner’s Assistants. They were working in the
family business, and by 1911 Percy is recorded as Confectioner, i.e. he has taken over running the business
and his mother had retired to Chequers Rd. Harry had moved on to other things beyond the scope of this
article. ‘Confectioner’ in this context is someone selling sweets etc and this is evidenced by the 1900
advertisements for Rowntree’s chocolate and the1910 photo showing the Hopkins shop as an ice cream
parlour. It is likely that they also sold fancy goods and, as his wife Eva was a music teacher, sheet music etc.

The 1915 Kelly’s directory has Mrs Hopkins at 8 Chequers Rd and Percy is still a confectioner at 8 London
St. where his wife Eva is a Teacher of Mandolin. Mary Louise Hopkins died, aged 79, in 1917.

Percy and his wife are no longer at 8 London St. in 1920 and do not appear in the business sections of later
Kelly’s. Did the business fail because of the food restrictions imposed during the later stages of WW1?

The 1939 Registration record has Percy still at 8 Chequers Rd., aged 65, as a Leather Factory Worker with a
wife Elizabeth L, aged 51. Sometime between 1915 and 1939 Eva disappears, she would have been aged 62
in 1939. | have been unable to find a record of her death. Percy died in 1944 and his wife Elizabeth
continued to live at 8 Chequers Rd. until 1958. An Elizabeth L Hopkins, aged 90, died in Basingstoke in
1964. Is it a coincidence that Percy finished up in the same trade as his father stared out in?

What’s on at the Willis

Now until July 7: 1 do! A fabulous display of wedding dresses and accoutrements from 1770 to the present day. Sainsbury Gallery
May 19 - June 23: Inspire. Work by the 16 premier local artists taking part in the North Hampshire and West Berkshire Open
Studios Scheme. Start your Studios tour here! Basingstoke Gallery

June 21: 7.30 pm. Friends’ event: Christian Pilgrimage to Reading and Caversham, by Lindsay and John Mullaney. Lindsay and
John make a welcome return to explain how pilgrimage and its great relic “The hand of St James” was central to the life of the
Reading Abbey. They will also introduce us to the nearby shrine at Caversham.

Archaeology Gallery

June 30 - Aug 4: Gathering Memories Project. Using an identical kit over 100 amateur and professional textile artists have each
produced an A5 sized memory art work. These are to be sold by silent auction in aid of the Alzheimer’s Society. Basingstoke
Gallery

July 14 - Sept 29: International Garden Photographer of the Year Exhibition. The exhibition makes a welcome return with the
winning 2017 images in eight main categories from around the world. “From endemic wild flowers of La Palma to the idyllic
British garden, the exhibition will take visitors on an inspirational journey through sights both familiar and unknown”. Sainsbury
Gallery

July 19: 7.30 pm Friends’ event: The first 40 years of the Hampshire Buildings Preservation Trust, by Bill Fergie. Archaeology
Gallery. Bill, the Chairman of this Trust and Friend of the Willis will outline the Trust’s history referring to the threatened historic
buildings it has preserved, and those it now owns and manages, including the subject of our visit two days afterwards.

July 21: Friends’ party visit to refurbished Whitchurch Silk Mill, meeting there at 2 pm. See Chairman’s jottings for details.

Aug 11 - Sept 15: A Splash of colour. Solo exhibition of acrylics and stained-glass art by local artist Karen J Jones. Basingstoke
Gallery

Sept 20: 7.30 pm. Friends’ event Donnington Castle, by Alex Godden. Not far from Newbury Donnington Castle’s striking
gatehouse which survives in the care of English Heritage was the focus of a Civil War siege and battle. September Newsletter
issued. Archaeology Gallery.

What’s on: BAHS and the Heritage Society
June 14, 7.30 pm at Church Cottage. BAHS AGM and the archaeology of the Maltese Islands, by Kay Ainsworth. Free to
members, non-members £3.
June 23, Discovery Centre, 1000-1500, Local and Family History Day where the Heritage Society will show the work done for the
Viables/Harrow Way History Project, and on Alice Weston, Basingstoke’s first woman mayor (1937) and show a DVD of making
Basingstoke a “new town”.
June 30, Brookvale Village Hall, 1200-1600, Exhibition on the history of the Thornycroft Society, by the Thornycroft Society in
association with the Heritage Society.
Sept 13, 7.30 pm at Church Cottage, BAHS, Warriors digging warriors: Operation Nightingale, by Richard Osgood. Free to
members; non-members £3.
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