Friends of the Willis Museum
Newsletter, Sept 2017

1 The Friends of the
i Willis Museum

i

Many people followed the “Sitting with Jane” trail map to the Community Gallery to find
David Graham’s “Shall we dance?” book bench commemorating Jane Austen’ love of dance.

‘The Friends’ was founded in 1978 to “promote, support and improve the Willis Museum.”
Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month for ten months of the year, and other events are
arranged from time to time. Registered Charity no 280406.

Annual subscription £10. Visitor for one meeting £2
Your committee: Derek Anthony (Chairman), Shelagh le Marechal (Secretary); Howard Ray (Treasurer and
Membership Secretary); Alistair Craig, (Website) John Hollands (Publicity and Newsletter); David Wickens;

Jenny Stevens (Curator, ex officio).

Contact us ¢/o the museum, or by email on HYPERLINK

"mailto:enquiries@friendsofthewillis.org.uk"enguiries @friendsofthewillis.org.uk

Newsletter edited by John Hollands and proof read, duplicated and distributed by Derek Anthony
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Chairman’s jottings, by Derek Anthony

Welcome to the September issue of the Friends' newsletter. | do hope that you had a most enjoyable summer break.

Thank you for renewing your subscription. "The Friends" rely on your support and generosity, without both we
would not be able to run the Society, pay for a wide range of speakers or support the Museum.

During August a number of Friends enjoyed a fascinating visit to the Abbey Quarter in Reading, a follow-up to last
year's visit to Pamber Priory and John Mullaney's October talk. You can read more about the Reading visit inside this
newsletter.

Your committee hopes that you will join us for our autumn programme of talks on subjects ranging from the
Basingstoke Canal, to the Archaeology of Food and Frost Fairs. Then in December comes our Annual General Meeting
and Christmas Party at which we will launch our 2018 Speaker Programme.

We always welcome offers from members to help run our monthly meetings or to join the committee. If you think
that you might be able to help please have a word with me or another committee member. My telephone number is
01256 322073 and my email address is derekganthony@btinternet.com

The Friends visit Reading’s Abbey Quarter, by Derek Anthony (photos by Wendy Ray)

Reading Abbey, founded by King Henry | in 1121, was one of the most important monastic foundations in England.
More than that it became an important destination for pilgrims and is the place where King Henry | was buried. The
pilgrims came to see and venerate the hand of St James the Apostle, son of Zebedee, which was brought to England
by Empress Matilda. The King was buried in front of the high altar in the monastery church and today his remains
may still be under a school, in a garden or even, would you believe it, under a car park! The exact location of the High
Altar is the subject of speculation.

On Saturday 29th July, a party of Friends and their guests assembled in Reading Museum for a tour of the Abbey site,
led by John and Lindsay Mullaney who, some of you will remember, visited the Willis Museum in October 2016 and
talked to us about the history of Reading Abbey.

Our party was fortunate to be visiting the Abbey site when it did as there was a temporary exhibition in the Museum
devoted to the Abbey itself and to what is now known as the Reading Abbey Quarter. John and Lindsay were able to
begin the tour by showing us some of the most interesting exhibits which had been brought together in the Museum,
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including one of only two known relief sculptures of the Coronation of the Virgin.

Left: Listening to John Mullaney’s commentary on the museum exhibits; right: Model of the Abbey quarter at

Reading Museum.

We moved from the Museum on a walk through the Abbey Quarter where surprisingly quite a lot of Abbey remains
can still be seen, if you know where to look - in one case in the back garden of the presbytery of St James's Roman

Catholic Church.

On the way, we stopped at the town's war memorial (below) for John to tell us about the battles which King Alfred
fought against the Danes in Reading and the Reading area, and also visited what remained of the Abbey Mill.

Powered by the Holy Brook it survived until the 1960s.

St James's Church was our final destination. Built in the
mid-nineteenth century this was August Pugin's first design
for a church and although Norman rather than Gothic in
overall style it exhibits many of the features with which we

associate the name "Pugin" today.

Not only that but this Church contains a fascinating and
mysterious relic from Reading's past - the "Reading Abbey
Stone". A delicately carved, square-shaped stone with a
hollow in the top, apparently standing on four shaped
pillars but, in fact, all carved from a single block of oolitic

limestone; the stone now serves as the church font.

Far left: Interior of St James’s
Church; left: The Reading
Abbey Stone.
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Our tour ended with tea and biscuits in the church, kindly prepared by John and Lindsay.

Since the visit | have received many expressions of thanks from members who were fortunate enough to have been
on the visit and have relayed these thanks to John and Lindsay.

Your Attention is drawn to the “WS” door, by Michael French

Displayed at one end of the Time Tunnel is a 16™ century wooden door, which according to the note on the exhibit
was once part of the Chapel of the Holy Trinity. This was built in 1522 in the Liten, the burial ground to the north of
Basingstoke Railway Station set up in the reign of King John as the result of an interdict by Pope Innocent X111 (with
whom the king was in disfavour) which forbade interment in consecrated ground.

This chantry chapel was built adjoining the now long demolished 13" century Holy Ghost Church by William de
Sandys (1st Baron Sandys of The Vyne) for himself and his family to be buried there. It was extremely grand: as
Camden describes it “in the arched amd endowed roof was to be seen the holy history of the Bible painted most
artifficilly (sic)with living portraits representing the prophets, the apostles, and the disciples of Christ”. The Sandys
badges, the cross ragule, the ibex and the half rose with the sun’s rays are still visible, both on the black Tournai
marble slabs (which originally covered his tomb) in the stonework at the top of the towers and in the niches
externally.

When the Chapel fell into disrepair, the door was recycled and re-used in Church Cottage before ending up at the
Willis. The diagnostic feature of this door is the escutcheon in black metal with the letters “W S” as part of the filigree
decoration. William must have had quite a few made as at the Vyne there are at least two, the doors to the Chapel
vestry, and the Oak Gallery.

They say imitation is the sincerest form of flattery, for at the Vyne, attached to a door face that is seldom visible
during opening hours there is an imitation escutcheon (actually one of two). This one is very similar to the C15
originals, but painted with the letters “W C” punched through the metal. Who was “W C”? It was Wigget Chute, real
name William Lyde Chute, the owner of the Vyne in Victorian times.

My thanks to Dominique, the House and Contents Manager at The Vyne, for her valuable assistance with this article.

Left: Escutcheon of the William Sandys door in the Time Tunnel; Right: A Wiggett Chute escutcheon at The Vyne.

specially like and explain why, or just tell me about your choice and | will write something for you. This is

Editor’s note: Please, everyone, help to keep this series going. Write a short piece about an exhibit you <3¢
]
1)
something EVERY Friend could do! T



Camrose in Basingstoke... and Merthyr! by Janice Bridgen

Those who are fond of Hackwood Park will know of its historic links with the Camrose family. | was
surprised therefore to find a Camrose monument in a Welsh mining valley. The figure stands at the
entrance to the public library in Merthyr Tydfil.

So why the statue in Merthyr, quintessence of the South Wales valleys, and birthplace of the Labour party?
Surely Basingstoke is the place for a statue of William Ewart Berry, (1879-1954) 1* Viscount Camrose of
Hackwood Park, “giant of Fleet Street” and bastion of The Daily Telegraph. The reason is simple, if slightly
bizarre. Viscount Camrose was the second of three sons born in Merthyr Tydfil to solicitor John Mathias
Berry (1847-1917). The eldest, Henry Berry, 1*' Baron Buckland (1877-1928) was a Welsh financier and
industrialist. The youngest, Gomer Berry, 1* Viscount Kemsley also became a newspaper magnate. The
statue is actually of Henry not William, but there are plaques to the other two. So the grand statute is
better termed a Berry memorial, to three Welsh born brothers, and all who went on to great things.

After the war, Lord Camrose gave money to Sir Winston Churchill so that he could maintain Chartwell, such
was his interest in historic houses, but Duff Hart-Davis’s book, The House the Berrys Built (1990) is not as
you might think about Hackwood, but a history of the Daily Telegraph.

The Camrose name is taken from a small village near Fishguard. Hackwood House is a large and beautiful
mansion, dating in part from the 17% century, and of great merit and architectural distinction. Besides Lord
Camrose, it has well known links with the Dukes of Bolton, and Lord Curzon, who was viceroy of India. Its
registered garden and Hackwood Racecourse may be under threat from a motorway service station at J6 on
the M3. Is a Camrose monument in Basingstoke too much to ask?

Left: Statue of Henry Berry; right: the Lord Camrose plaque on the side. There is
d close up view of the plaque on the next page.
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Unearthing Roman Hook, by Paul Cluett

As a place of habitation Hook is much older than many people think. Already there were known Roman settlements
nearby when a large Roman villa was found at Lodge Farm where a major dig was organised in 1929 by archaeologist
Dorothy Liddell. The site is now just over the other side of the M3 Hook junction 5.
ol > v /
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) Left: Archaeologist Dorothy Liddell at VIIOI"I( in I-;ook; right: Map showing the sife l;f the Roman villa.

This discovery led to a belief that there may be other undiscovered Roman settlements nearby, a belief confirmed in
1952 by finds in Hook of pottery, roof tiles, nails and a Bronze Age object, and again in 1981 when Glynis Wilsdon
(now Dray, who later founded the Hook Local History Group) moved to Hook, and came across a reference to Roman
building sited 60 yards west of the Bell pond (see location on map) and not far from her own house. She investigated,
and mapped the location as in the garden of 10 Church View owned by a Mr. Pugh on the Bell Meadow housing
estate not far from the current Hook Junior School. See Map on page 7:
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Mr Pugh gave permission for archaeologists to dig a trench in his back garden and this revealed a complex layer of
imbrex and tegula overlapping roof tiles used in Roman architecture as a waterproof and durable roof covering. This
was evidence of a Roman building on the site most probably dating from the late first or early second century A.D.
See red layer in Photo below:

- >
Roman activity in Hook has been further confirmed by a Roman coin generously given recently to Hook Local History
Group. It was dug up in the back garden of 73 Ravenscroft in 1986 when the houses there were newly built. Although
extremely worn this coin has also been dated to the the first or second century A.D
Do you know a boy or girl aged 8-13 who would like to join the Young Archaeologists Club? It meets at the Willis
monthly on a Saturday afternoon? If so, please speak to our member Cathy Williams (01256 462688), or email
basingstokeyac@hotmail.com for an information pack.
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Setting the style of architecture for the Willis’s building: Lewis Wyatt, the Bolton Arch and
the Greek revival style, by Bill Fergie.

By the early 19" Century the Borough Council had clearly come to the conclusion that the earlier Town Hall, built in
1657, needed to be replaced with a larger and more modern facility. The councillors clearly had big ideas, and they
turned to an architect who would have little difficulty turning their expectations into reality. Lewis Wyatt of London
was a member of the famous dynasty of architects, engineers and artists which was responsible for many grand
buildings and works of art in the later 18" Century and much of the 19" Century. It is more than likely that Lewis
Wyatt became known to the Borough Council through his work at Hackwood House nearby. His uncle, Samuel Wyatt,
had been retained as the estate’s architect until his death in 1813 when Lewis took over the commission. In 1819 — 20
he was responsible for building the northern gateway and lodges to Hackwood Park on the road from London.

Left: The Bolton Arch in 1833 (From Prosser: Select illustrations); right: the Arch today.

The structure became known as London Lodge, although it was also known as Bolton Lodge after the second Lord
Bolton who commissioned it. Following its acquisition by the Borough Council when it was severed from the estate by
the construction of the M3 Motorway in the 1970s, it has been called Crabtree Plantation Lodges and Archway after
the area of woodland and open space with which it is associated. The structure is Grade 2 listed but the lodges are
sadly empty and sealed up and the whole edifice is currently merely maintained as a monument with no beneficial
use other than as an ornament. Until recently its setting was a rather poorly maintained parking area but the Borough
Council has just completed an environmental improvement scheme which has created a rather more sympathetic
formal landscape setting.

The early 19" Century marked a period in architectural history known as the Greek Revival, and in keeping with the
fashion of the time the Bolton Arch was designed in the Greek style. It is noteworthy that the sculpted coat of arms
on the arch (subsequently removed when it passed into the ownership of the Borough Council) was the work of
Matthew Cotes Wyatt, another member of the famous family. He was the sculptor who was commissioned in 1841 to
add an equestrian statue of the Duke of Wellington to the archway now sited at Hyde Park Corner in London. When
complete — it took five years to make — there was criticism that its immense size was out of scale with the Decimus
Burton designed arch, and when the arch was relocated to its present position from Green Park the sculpture was not
re-erected. It later appropriately found a home at Farnborough where it can still be seen. There are other interesting
examples of near contemporary Greek Revival buildings close to Basingstoke. Closest is West Stratton House
(Architect George Dance Inr.1803) where only the portico now survives. A little further away in the Candover valley is
The Grange at Northington (Architect William Wilkins c1808), which is rather more complete, although now merely a
shell and maintained as a monument by English Heritage.

Editor’s note: This is an expanded version of a text that Bill wrote for an exhibition at the Willis, and which can also be
found on the HCT website. There will be a follow up article by Bill on the museum building in the next newsletter.
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Book review: The Great Basingstoke Typhoid Epidemic, by Bob Clarke, BAHS, 2017, pp 34,
illus., £5.00, reviewed by the Editor.

1905 was a bad year for Basingstoke. In April Burberrys suffered a serious setback when its Winchester Street
premises were burnt to the ground. There were no casualties, however, which is more than can be said for the year’s
second major disaster, the typhoid epidemic that broke out in September. Over 170 people contracted the disease,
and fifteen of them died. This is the subject of a gripping new monograph by our member, the established author Bob
Clarke; it’s the first of a new series of “Basingstoke Histories” to be published by the Basingstoke Archaeological and
Historical Society.

Bob tells how during repairs to the sewers on July 29" a test was carried out on one section that involved inserting a
wooden plug to hold back the flow. This should have been removed after a few hours, but owing to an irresponsible
workman and a series of communications failures the plug stayed in place until September 2™, by which time sewage
was coming to the surface and starting to contaminate the town’s already less than satisfactory water supply with
which there had been pollution problems before.

Typhoid, as Bob explains, “is transmitted by the ingestion of food or water that has been contaminated with the
faeces of an infected person or animal,” and so it was that after an incubation period the first case of the disease was
reported on September 16", that of Frank, the son of the well known clothing manufacturer John Mares. Frank died
the next day. After a brief lull more cases were reported, and it soon became apparent that a full scale epidemic had
begun. At long last an order went out on September 21% that all water used for drinking and washing must first be
boiled as a precaution, whilst at a more commendable speed measures were taken to add to the borough’s medical
facilities and hospital accommodation. The boiling of water had to continue until December when the questionable
old water source was disconnected and a new source of supply was brought into use. Two people overlooked the
instruction with fatal consequences. The new source was a well at West Ham that still supplies the town with water
today.

Bob has drawn extensively on contemporary newspapers —on which he is a recognised
expert — and a variety of other sources to create a well rounded picture of the
outbreak’s ramifications. They include an investigation and report by Dr Reginald
Farrar, a medical inspector appointed by the Local Government Board —you can read a
copy of the report in our Resources Room —and a relief fund set up by the council; Bob
has reproduced the fund’s balance sheet. A local church minister mused on whether
the outbreak was a judgment on the town, and a Daily Mirror photographer heaped
opprobrium on himself by tricking his way into the hospital and photographing a
suffering patient, an early example overstepping the mark by paparazzi, an all too
familiar practice today.

Basingstoke Histories

The Great Basingstoke Typhoid Epidemic

T T TR ==
o2
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Other parts of the story also have a modern feel. Read it and you will see parallels with
the horrific Grenfell Tower disaster: unheeded warnings that this was a disaster
waiting to happen; the local community rallying round to provide relief - in kind as well
asin cash and a demand that the council as a body should be tried for manslaughter.

Following Bob’s own assessment of where the blame lay, the last pages are given over to a map of the town
reproduced from Dr Farrar’s report that pinpoints where the cases occurred in the town showing that unlike the
Grenfell Tower catastrophe the epidemic affected rich and poor alike — and then a complete list of persons who
contracted the illness and those who died from it, with their age and address; this may well prove a useful resource
for family historians.

So this is now the third consecutive newsletter in which | have been able to commend an excellent new publication
by a Friend.
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What's on at the Willis
All advanced bookings can be taken at the museum (01256 465902). You can also book some courses and
workshops on-line. Please remember that non-members attending Friends’ Association events, including your own
guests, must reserve seats in advance.

Now until Oct 7: Retail and Romance: Jane goes to the ball. Evocation of Jane Austen’s life and world, with
particular reference to her life in our area. Sainsbury Gallery

23 Sep to 21 Oct: Everyday narratives. Exhibition by Inter-disciplinary fine artist, Bethany Milam, focusing
on portraits of Basingstoke street pastors and Salvation Army soldiers. Basingstoke Gallery

Oct 19, 7.30 pm: Friends’ event: The Archaeology of food, by Jenny Stevens. Our curator will piece
together some of the methods used to piece together clues about our ancestors’ diet. Archaeology Gallery
21 Oct to 16 Dec: Turner and the Sun exhibition. An opportunity to see light drenched landscapes by this
great artist here in Basingstoke. With loans from the Tate Gallery and rarely seen personal items. Curated by
Nicola Moorby. Sainsbury Gallery

Wed, Oct 25, 1030-1200 and 1400-1530: Family drop in workshops. Be inspired by the Turner exhibition to
create your own Turner! Suggested donation of £2 per child to cover the cost of materials.

4 Nov to 25 Nov: Anyone can draw! A very varied exhibition by local people who came to the Willis for a
drawing course with artist Ronnie Ireland and carried on from there! Basingstoke Gallery

Sat Nov 4, 1100-1500: Water colour class with artist Kirstin White Taking inspiration from “Tuner and the
Sun” this is for everyone from absolute beginners upwards. Cost £30 (£20 to be paid when booking, and £10
on the day to the artist to cover cost of materials). Lunch not included, but tea and coffee will be available
throughout the day. Must be pre-booked.

Sat Nov 4: Family drop in workshops. As for October 25.

Nov 8, 1900-2030: Turner: written responses Hear a selection of poetry and prose inspired by “Turner and
the Sun”. Hosted by author and creative writing tutor Judy Waite, this presentation will feature a range of
Hampshire writers. Admission free, but a suggested donation of £2 would be appreciated. Please pre-book.
Nov 16, 7.30 pm Friends’ event: Frosts, freezes and fairs, by lan Currie. Meteorologist lan Currie of Frosted
Earth can draw on an archive of TV and radio programmes to talk about fairs on the frozen River Thames
and harsh winters from AD 1000 onwards. Archaeology Gallery.

2 Dec to 22 Dec: The Basingstoke Project. Five artists reveal their own very different perspectives on our
unique town. Basingstoke Gallery

Dec 21, 7.30 pm Friends’ event: AGM followed by plate party for members. Archaeology Gallery. Your
2018 programme leaflets will be available.

13 Jan to 14 Apr: May the toys be with you! An unmissable exhibition of spin-off toys and original cinema
posters from 40 years of Star Wars films. Sainsbury Gallery

What’s on at the BAHS

Meetings will be held on the following dates at Church Cottage, starting at 7.30 pm. Admission is free to the
Society’s members. The charge for non-members is £3.

Oct 13: The history of Gunwharf Quays, by Michael Underwood, Project Architect

Nov 9: Medieval Basingstoke: the emergence of a market and industrial town, 1000-1600, by John Hare
Dec 14: Portables Antiquities Scheme discoveries in North Hampshire, by Katie Hinds, Finds Liaison Officer.
Jan 11: Excavations at Worsley Hall, Chilton Candover, by Mark Peryer and Tim Schadla-Hall

Feb 8: Rise of the Conqueror: William of Normandy before 1066, by Julian Humphrys, Battlefields Trust.
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