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40th anniversary edition                
 

Friends of the Willis Museum 
Newsletter, February 2019 

                  

   Our first base, The Willis Museum and Art 
Gallery in New Street, circa 1978, and a pin 
badge of that era.  The logo above left was 
used on newsletters from 1982 until the 
museum moved to its present address in 
1984.                             
                     

 

“The Friends” was founded in 1978 “to promote, support and improve the Willis 
Museum.” 

Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month for nine months of the year, and other events 
are arranged from time to time. Registered Charity no 280406 
 

Annual subscription £10. Visitor for one meeting £2 

Your committee: Derek Anthony (Chairman), Shelagh le Marechal (Secretary) Howard Ray (Treasurer and 
Membership Secretary), Alistair Craig (Website), John Hollands (Publicity and Newsletter), David Wickens 
(Programme Secretary), Jenny Stevens (Curator, ex officio) 
 Contact us c/o the Museum or by email to enquiries@friendsofthewillis.org.uk 

Newsletter edited by John Hollands, and proof read, duplicated and distributed by Derek Anthony 
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Chairman's Jottings by Derek Anthony 

Welcome to the first issue of our Newsletter in 2019.  I do hope that you all had an enjoyable Christmas and New 
Year break. 
 
 My first duty, a sad one, is to record the death of member John White.  John died peacefully at home at the end 
of December. 
 
The main message of my jottings this time is that we desperately need additional members for our committee.  At 
the moment we are three members short of a full complement and this is putting a strain on the remaining 
members of the committee.  If we lose one more member, and this may well happen in 2019, it is difficult to see 
how the Friends can continue.  If you think that you may be able to help please do get in touch with me, either at 
one of the monthly meetings, by telephoning 01256 322073, or by emailing me at 
derekganthony@btinternet.com.  I will be very happy to discuss what is involved and you will be sure of a warm 
welcome from all of the other committee members. 
 
Looking ahead to the Spring, I do hope that you will be able to join us for our regular monthly meetings - on 
March 21st we welcome Professor Barbara Yorke talking about Alfred the Great, on April 11th Raymond Simonds 
talking about the Simonds family of Reading, brewers with Basingstoke connections, and on May 16th Diana 
White talking about the Life and Times of the Duke of Wellington. 
 
Finally a reminder: If you are in town during the day why not drop in to the Museum cafe and shop; remember all 
"Friends" receive a 10% discount on teas and coffees on production of a membership card. 

 

Hedgehogs in our garden, by Josie Wall 

    He or she slithered down the short steep tree-covered bank alongside our bit of the Basingstoke canal which 
runs beside the fence of a few gardens along this length of Milkingpen Lane and beside our fence on the other 
side of the Lane.  The small grey hedgehog then walked into our back garden and took up residence. We fed and 
continued to feed the little creature. Eventually seven probable relatives began to arrive over the next few weeks 
and stayed. They feed and return fairly regularly.      
    
 Now that the weather has turned colder we think they still come but we don't see them. We still put a dish of 
food out every night. The youngest – now re-named “Piglet” was the last to come. We put the hedgehog food out 
under cover in small square plastic dishes, two full tablespoons in each dish with dishes of clean water. Some of 
the hogs seem to like washing their dirty little paws in the water every night. The food we put out comes from 
Vine House Farm, Deeping St Nicholas Spalding  Lincs., PE11   3DG Tel: 01775 630208. We order it by phone and 
get a delivery the next day. We buy it in 16 kg sacks. They cost £35 and last about four months.  The farm donates 
£10 from a first order to the Hedgehog Preservation Society, and then 4% from every order after that. 
     
The wee 'grey ' was really quite a pale grey.  Then came one we called “Big”, and big he was!  But a few days later 
another even bigger one arrived. He became a regular visitor, and he really was the largest one.  Smaller ones 

arrived, so they were called 'Titch” and “Titchier”. Then wandering in the garden in daylight in October we 
found an even smaller one, so we called him “Tidgy”. We weighed him and found that he weighed less than 8 ozs. 
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After October it’s unlikely that any hog that small can put on enough weight to survive the winter. He really 
needed to weigh at least a pound. Even in winter hogs can wake up and have a wander round and eat some food; 
then they go to sleep again until they feel hungry once more and /or spring arrives. 
     
If hogs have a cough, it's a sign of something serious. They eat slugs which can pass lung worms on to them. The 
worms lay eggs in the wind pipes from their lungs, and these grow and shut off the air passages - this is info from 
Chris Packham - so the hogs need an injection to kill the bugs!  
     
“Tidgy” had a cough so we rang the Hart Wild Animal hospital for advice. It was possible that he did have lung 
worm, and that this would kill him. We were off for a week’s holiday in Jersey next day, so because of his low 
weight he had to be installed safely in our conservatory where a good friend had offered to feed him.  He had to 
have special baby hog food and kitten milk. 
     
After we came back we took him to the Hart Animal hospital. They kept him for two weeks.   On his return to us 
he was fit, weighing over a pound, and was really adult in size, so then we called him “Piglet” instead of “Tidgy”! 
 Once he had started on his supper he never stopped eating for about eight minutes, even if we were adding 
more food .He came regularly between six and six thirty. 
    
 There is a British Hedgehog Preservation Society. It was founded some years ago by a Chelsea Pensioner and has 
grown immensely as the hedgehog is such a favourite creature.  
     
It was the founder that thought of a way to stop hedgehogs and other small creatures from getting trapped and 
drowned in the cavity beneath cattle grids. His society persuaded the manufacturers of these grids to add little 
ramps from the bottom to the top of the pit so that they could climb out. 
     
Hogs mind their own business, and eat slugs and other lowly beasties. Many get flattened on roads. They have 
been   around from ancient times, but their numbers have dropped very heavily because of all the cars on the 
roads.  
   
 The British Hedgehog Preservation Society’s contact details are: address: Hedgehog House, 9 Rouse Boughton 
Terrace, Dhurstone, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 3PL, Tel: 01584 890801, website: www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk, 
email: info@britishhedgehogs.org.uk 
 
Editor’s note: It is always most gratifying to receive a contribution like this by a Friend who is writing for the 

Newsletter for the first time.  May we have more such contributions, please, maybe in time for the May 

newsletter. 

How the Friends began, by John Hollands 

    Last November our association reached the age of 40, so this seems a good time to look back at its early years 
and at how it got into its stride.                                                                                                

As sources I have drawn on a history of our first 21 years that the late Derek Wren wrote for our September 1999 
newsletter an archive of committee minutes, early Friends’ newsletters and annual programmes, and news 
cuttings, and on recollections by Peter Davis and Bill Fergie.  Howard Ray has given sterling support by getting in 
touch with Tim Schadla-Hall, the Willis’s former curator who started the Friends and collecting reminiscences 
from him, and by spending many hours at the Discovery Centre trawling through the archive of Gazettes on 
microfilm for more source material, unearthing some interesting discoveries in the process. 

Our setting is the Friends’ first base, the Willis’s original home in New Street, pictured on the front page photo at 
about the time that our association started. The museum had been there from its foundation by George Willis as 
the Borough Museum in 1931. The building itself dated from 1869 and had previously been the Mechanics 
Institute. If you were not in the know, you might think it was there still under its new name, Verum House; in fact, 

it isn’t: the façade of Verum House is a replica of that of the original building. When it was handed over 
to Luff, the developers, they were required to keep the original façade whilst rebuilding everything 
behind it.  During the re-building process, however, this façade was accidentally struck by a digger, 

http://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/
mailto:info@britishhedgehogs.org.uk
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causing it to collapse: hence the replica. Until about 1970 the museum had been on the first floor only as the 
ground floor had been taken up by the public library. Then the library moved to its present location and the 
ground floor became an art gallery, so our association was originally known as “The Friends of the Willis Museum 
and Art Gallery.”  The last three words were dropped from the title by a resolution passed at the 1982 AGM.   

According to Derek Wren the story began with a letter to the Gazette suggesting that the Willis should have a 

Friends’ Association from the energetic Tim Schadla-Hall whom he described as “a larger than life character”. We 

have been unable to trace the letter, but it must have been sent soon after Tim’s appointment in 1978. He was 

then in the early stages of a distinguished career in museums and archaeology. He is now Reader in Public 

Archaeology at University College, London. Profiled by Arthur Attwood in a Gazette article published on January 

9th 1979 Tim spoke about his career to date as an archaeologist, and said:  

I applied for the post of curator – I had not worked for a museum before – because I feel that museums have a lot 

to offer the public, and that they should not be treated a dry as dust places. I do feel that the Hampshire County 

Museum Service is one of the best in the country.  

He went on to outline plans to re-exhibit the collection in a town gallery “from the present day back to 1066” and 

an archaeological gallery “from 1066 to 100,000 years BC”, (a plan still followed to a large extent), and to “link the 

town gallery to a town walk, so that people can use the museum as a reference gallery.” 

Like other curators that have followed, Tim was not just the Curator of the Willis. He was concurrently the Curator 

of Rockbourne Roman Villa and the Keeper of Archaeology for the County Museum Service - and thus the site 

director for a dig at Basing House in 1979.  Peter Davis recalls how Tim once grabbed him and another from the 

Basing House dig, and rushed them in a HCC Land Rover to help with emergency work on a site in the New Forest 

where “some nefarious individual” had been reported to the police for digging up silver coins.  

Bill Fergie, then the Borough’s assistant town planner, writes: 

I knew Tim quite well professionally because of liaison between planners and archaeologists over things 

like the Cowdery’s Down High Saxon site, which was current at that time. The Borough/District gave 

grants to help with the production of early reports about the excavation. 

Tim’s letter to the Gazette led on to an inaugural meeting towards the end of November 1978, and, thanks to 

Howard’s research I am able to reproduce a brief report on this meeting by Arthur Attwood from the Gazette of 

December 1st. 

In monetary values the £2.50 subscription referred to equates almost exactly with today’s £10 subscription, 

though joint or family membership has since 

been dropped. It appears that a committee 

was formed at this meeting, and that two 

life time patrons were nominated. They 

were Councillor Jackson, and The Right 

Honourable Earl of Malmesbury, Lord 

Lieutenant of Hampshire whose father had 

presided over the opening of the museum in 

1931.  

In time for the first committee meeting Tim 

drew up a draft constitution based on a 

model by the British Association of Friends 

of Museums. There has been some tweaking 

since, mainly with regard to the number of 

committee members, but otherwise the 

constitution that you can find on our 

website - you can also ask for a copy - does 
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not differ very substantially from this original draft. Initially the committee was chaired by the late Dudley Keep, a 

prominent and influential figure in both the Borough Council and the County Council, thus helping to give the 

Friends a high profile within the local community. Arthur Attwood the popular local journalist, historian and 

supporter of good causes assumed the role of publicity officer, so the Friends were able to count on good local 

publicity from the outset. Other members were Mrs Margaret Evans, secretary, Mr A P Leishman, Treasurer and 

Mr P Harvey, all three of whom were only in office for a short time. Meetings were also attended by the Curator.  

The very first Committee meeting was held on February 15th 1979. Arrangements for signing cheques were 

agreed, and so was a programme for the year. It was reported that the number of members had grown to 57 and 

agreed that the association should continue to encourage more people to join. The first talks meeting had taken 

place in January, and it was noted that chairs for meetings had to be borrowed from the council. Tea and coffee 

had been served in plastic cups, and it was resolved that a charge should be made for these refreshments to assist 

with the purchase of suitable china.  

Regarding the recruiting of new Friends, Bill Fergie writes: 

One of Tim’s early initiatives was to jump on the band wagon of the Woolwich Building Society. The Society was 

running an advertising campaign at the time with the by- line “We’re with the Woolwich”. Tim produced plastic 

badges with the slogan “I’m with the Willis” in the same blue colour as the Woolwich advert. It was a nice idea, 

and has clearly stuck in my memory, but I’m not sure how effective it was in recruiting Friends. However, the 

Friends fairly rapidly achieved the 75-100 membership which it has maintained to this day.  

Peter Davis may have been the first member who is still with us to join.  Pretty certainly he was the first student 

member. He writes: 

I first heard about the Friends from an article in The Gazette which requested those interested to pick up an 

application form from the museum. At that time, I was a student at King Alfred’s College, now Winchester 

University, with history as my main subject, so on the following Saturday (I think) I duly called in, and John 

Carstairs, (a museum attendant) couldn’t find the application forms. I don’t think they had been produced at that 

early stage! My details were taken down but I think they “got lost in the system”, and so some weeks/months 

later, I presented myself at the museum again and was finally enrolled as the first student member, I believe. 

Having started in January 1979 the programme of monthly talks was at first publicised in the Gazette by Arthur 

Attwood, and then in a programme leaflet covering the rest of the year that appeared after the April meeting. The 

very first lecture was on “The present and future of the museum service” by the Mr K J Barton mentioned in 

Arthur Attwood’s article above. In February the subject was “Roman pottery and its uses to the archaeologist”, in 

March it was Silchester, whilst the title of the April lecture was “Collecting agricultural history in Hampshire” 

when the speaker was Gavin Bowie who succeeded Tim as curator in 1982. 

Covering May to November the printed programme advertised four evening talks, each on the third Thursday of 

the month, establishing a practice that continues to this day. The subjects were “Ancient Woodlands”, “The 

conservation of buildings” (by Bill Fergie), “Hampshire artists”, and “Hampshire firearms”. There were also to be 

two Saturday visits, one to Butser Ancient Farm and the other to the excavations at Old Basing where Tim was to 

give a lecture on-site.  

The 1980 programme covers the whole year and includes a Christmas entertainment.  These early programmes 

are A4 sheet folded in three and printed on card, looking very much like your 2019 programme brochure. Each 

has a portrait of Mr Willis on the “title page”, and as now, a mission statement is included, (see above) though it 

is worded differently from the familiar present-day statement that you see on our front page.  A practice that was 

discontinued after the first few years was the inclusion of a message from the Chairman. Part of Dudley Keep’s 

message printed in this programme is reproduced above. It is as relevant now as it was then. 
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The first AGM of which there are surviving minutes was held on November 20 1980 nearly two years after the 

inauguration of the Friends.  

At a committee meeting in July 1979 it had been suggested that there should be an AGM on January 21st 1980, 

one year after the Association’s first talks meeting, but there is no reference to it in the 1980 programme, or any 

reference in the committee minutes to its having taken place.  The programme does, however, refer to an AGM 

to be held in October, but in the event this was “inquorate” with the outcome that it was then tacked on to the 

November talks meeting.     

At this Tim reported that membership numbers had grown to approximately one hundred when family 

memberships were included. A committee of ten was elected, actually one more than the number specified in the 

constitution. (Contrast this with the critical current situation to which Derek Anthony has drawn your attention in 

his Chairman’s jottings.) They included Bill Dutton, Human Resources Manager at Eli Lilly who was elected as Vice-

Chairman.  A year later Dudley Keep resigned as Chairman as his council commitments were making it difficult for 

him to attend meetings. He was elected as Honorary President, and Bill Dutton took over as Chairman.  Through 

him the Eli Lilly Company became a sponsor to the Friends, giving such practical help as financing and arranging 

the printing of programmes. Arthur Attwood retired from the committee in 1982, and was made an Honorary 

Vice-President.  

Also elected were Shirley Whatmore who was to hold the position of secretary until her death in 1997, a total of 

19 years, and both Peter Davis and another continuing member, John Cross.  

It was announced at this same meeting that there was to be a fund-raising campaign, the first to involve the 

Friends, to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the opening of the museum in 1931. With a target of £5000 it 

aimed to finance the extension of the ground floor art gallery and improvements to the entrance. A sub-

committee that included Peter Davis, then a professional fund raiser for the Spastics Society (now Scope), and 

also Bill Fergie was formed to direct the campaign.  The main method chosen, one not used recently, was to solicit 

donations from local businesses. Much letter writing followed, the letters all being signed by Dudley Keep. 

Respondents were invited to a cheese and wine party where the project was explained in detail.  

Businesses that contributed £100 or more were invited to design a 9” x 3” plaque bearing their company name to 

be fixed to an oak-framed commemorative board that would be a permanent exhibit. Some other fund-raising 

events were also held, including a folk evening, and special mention should be made of the first raffle held at a 

monthly talk; this was in March 1981. Over the years the steady income from raffles, often, then as now with 

prizes donated by Friends, has made a substantial contribution towards building up the funds we can draw on to 

support the museum today.    

Apart from a last £100 the £5000 target was met, thanks not only to the contributing businesses and to other 

concurrent fund raising by the Friends, but also to a generous donation from Mrs Dorothy Scott, the last surviving 

sister of George Willis. The commemorative board with 18 plaques affixed was unveiled by Lord Malmesbury at a 

reception on February 6th 1982, an event that was also the last official function at the Willis for Tim as he was 
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From the Gazette report on the February 1982 reception 

about to take up a new position as Principal Keeper of Hull City Museums. He was presented with a glass vase 

engraved by Mike Burrows at Viables with an image of the museum building. Mrs Scott was a guest at this 

function, and so too was Tim’s successor Dr Gavin Bowie, the second of the nine curators we have supported over 

the forty years.  

No one knew at that time that a little over two years later the museum would be moving from New Street to its 

present home, after the developers who had converted our former town hall base into office accommodation for 

hire had then failed to find any takers, leading to an exchange of sites. It was therefore only for a very short time 

that visitors to the “old” Willis would enjoy the benefits that had been funded; in fact, there were problems over 

a new reception desk, and this never was satisfactorily completed and installed. Plans being drawn up for a 

wheelchair ramp were never put into effect, but the exercise did focus minds on building one at the new museum 

as soon as possible. A suitable ground floor niche was however, created for the Winklebury coffin and its skeletal 

occupant, popularly known to museum insiders as “Fred”. Peter Davis was involved with putting “Fred” in place, 

and recalls how he and another former Friend, Judy Foley, he thinks, “used a page from an anatomy book from 

the library to put all the bones back in the sarcophagus (after the alterations) in roughly the right order”. It was, 

of course, seen to it later that “Fred” was given an equally prominent place in the present museum. 

“If the Friends uttered cries of anguish,” wrote Derek Wren, “it is not recorded in the newsletters.” Recognising 

that the former town hall offered much more display space than the New Street building, plus a better location 

for a museum, just as New Street was a better location for offices, the Friends joined the County and Borough 

Councils in supporting the proposal. As for the oak framed board of plaques, outcome of so much work by the 

fund-raising sub-committee, Peter Davis last saw it “languishing in a cupboard in the “new” museum.” We have 

tried to establish its present whereabouts, but so far without success. If it comes to light, it will undoubtedly be 

an interesting reminder of many 1980s businesses that no longer exist in Basingstoke, at least not in their present 

form. 

Mention should be made of a delightful open-air meeting in May 1982 that could not be repeated after the move 
as it made use of a private courtyard at the rear of the museum, something our present building lacks. This was 
“Music for a late summer evening”. In fine weather Friends were treated to performances by members of the 
Hampshire County Youth Orchestra and the Winchester Morris Men. Greenery was lent for the occasion by the 
council, and lighting was loaned by Eli Lilly. The event was repeated in the two following years. 
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Yet another “first” for the Friends, actually to the best of my knowledge a “one off”, and again something that 
cannot be repeated today because they don’t happen any more was participation in the 1983 town carnival. 
Dressed as yokels, wearing outsized “We’re with the Willis” badges, Gavin Bowie and a group of Friends rode 
around the town on a wagon towed by a Basingstoke-built Wallis and Steevens steamroller that had been newly 
acquired by the museum service. In front walked a young volunteer carrying a red flag as stipulated by the 
Locomotive and Highways Acts of 1865 and 1878, and riding in front was Peter Davis on 1920s Raleigh lady’s 

bicycle that he still owns complete with front and rear oil lamps. 
 

 
 
The Friends’ float in the 1983 Carnival. Shirley Whatmore is standing second from right, and standing third from 
right is Dr Gavin Bowie.  The children seated on the right are Rob and Jane, now in their 40s, eldest children of 
Bill and Irene Fergie. 

 
To complete this brief look at our beginnings it remains to consider newsletters. The first appeared in April 1982. 
With only a typewriter and duplicator available for their production, and for illustrations drawings that had been 
sellotaped to the master copy, these early newsletters look primitive now, but the standard of content they set 
was high. The first editor was our continuing member John Cross.  
 
The inaugural issue included a Chairman’s Report by Bill Dutton, establishing a tradition followed by today’s 
“Chairman’s Jottings”; this reviewed progress with the appeal and its outcome. Also included was a profile of the 
new curator Gavin Bowie, followed by a Curator’s Report, a regular feature that has since been allowed to lapse. 
Friends were asked to volunteer for duties to cover for staff absences, an appeal that clearly met with 
considerable success judging from remarks in subsequent issues, and a reminder that giving volunteer assistance 
is still a key aspect of our association’s mission. 
 
Another appeal to the members, this time for articles on any subject likely to be of interest to other Friends was 
soon taken up in subsequent issues. Early responses included an article on the listing of historic buildings, by Bill 
Fergie, and an account by the late Joe Wyeth, born in 1906, of his early life as a farm lad in Cliddesden.  (This you 
can read on our website.) I cannot over-emphasise that in order to produce what I hope are interesting 
newsletters, I am just as dependent on your contributions now as John Cross was then. 
 
I hope this necessarily brief outline of our beginnings has been of interest to you. Perhaps it has prompted you to 
write some recollections, and if it has set you thinking about how we do things now and how we might continue 
to do them in the future, so much the better. 
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Footnote: Intriguingly a “Willis Historical Society” had been started shortly before the Friends came into 
being. Arthur Attwood reported on its first AGM (held in Eastrop Village Hall) in the Gazette of March 6 
1979. Activities had included talks on local subjects, a schools competition, and a walkabout “following 
in the steps of the late George Willis’s favourite wanderings.”  A series of “Basingstoke Papers” for 
publication was planned. Can anyone tell us more about this society, including its relationship with the 
museum and its subsequent history? 
 

“Whoa, mate, we’ve got a horse on the front!” by Colin Williams 

 Accidental death of a dairyman 
On Saturday 29 July 1911 at 09.45, with these words, fireman, Ernest Preston, on the 09.35 Basingstoke 
to Alton train alerted engine driver, George Munday, to what would prove to have been a horrific 
collision as the train crossed Viables Lane: a horse was on the front of the engine. Bringing the engine to 
a halt the crew climbed down: whilst fireman Preston dealt with the horse found to be suspended on a 
buffer and impaled on a broken shaft, driver Munday went back to the Viables Lane crossing. There he 
found Mr Samuel Gear lying with both legs and an arm broken and choking on his blood. Leaving Mr 
Gear in the care of a railway ganger and his crew who had been close by, the driver took the engine on 
to Cliddesden station to use the phone there. An ambulance was called for and shortly an engine arrived 
with medical help but Mr Gear died within twenty minutes of the accident. The horse – it is not named – 
died as it was released from the buffer; except for the broken shaft Mr Gear’s trap was intact. 
 
Before the fatal day 
But how had Samuel Gear come to be travelling along Viables Lane? The answer goes back to 
Michaelmas 1908 when he took over Viables Farm on the Bolton Estate. Previously he had been a 
dairyman and fruiterer, seemingly, living at 4 Winchester Street with premises in Church Street, during 
which time his two trades resulted in his involvement in two very dissimilar Court cases, first as 
defendant and then as complainant: on 20 June 1893 he was charged with selling adulterated milk but 
after a very effective defence by his solicitor, Mr Wills Chandler, the case was dismissed; and on 28 
August 1900 he had brought before the Court a 14 year old garden boy for stealing plums to the value of 
4s 7d but the boy having pleaded ‘guilty’, the Magistrates took a lenient view and fined him just 5s 
which the boy’s father paid. Also, during his time in Basingstoke the only child of his marriage to 
[Eveline] Bessie, their son, Charlie, died in the typhoid epidemic of 1905. [Charlie would otherwise have 
had to have taken his chances during the Great War.] After his move to Viables Samuel Gear 
relinquished his fruiterer’s business. In becoming a farmer he was following a family tradition as he 
came from a well established farming family being the second son of Francis Gear who farmed 240 acres 
at Cheesedown Farm, Steventon.  
 
The Inquest 
The inquest was held on Monday 31st July at Viables Farm with chairs for Coroner Mr Spencer Clarke and 
jurors being set up under a tree in front of the farmhouse. His widow does not seem to have been 
present. First to give evidence was Miss Ellen Tubb, live-in cashier and book-keeper, who said that her 
employer had left at 9.30 that morning. He was taking refreshment to his workers in the harvest field. 
Driver Munday said that he knew Mr Gear well by sight but had not seen him that morning; he had 
blown the train whistle on approaching the crossing; he had been on the driver’s side of the footplate – 
the right-hand side; and the first he knew of the collision was by his fireman alerting him. Fireman 
Preston said that he had seen Mr Gear approaching the crossing on the left-hand side but scarcely 
moving; he then had to attend to his duties; as the train continued he saw the horse on the left-hand 
buffer and alerted his driver. Medical evidence was given by Dr Bethell that Mr Gear had been “pitched 
against the side of the train” and had not been under the train. Jurors raised questions about the use of 
the engine whistle, the height of a hedge obstructing the view, and whether the horse may have reared 
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up. Some jurors were concerned by the lack of gates at the crossing. Having deliberated, the jury’s 
verdict was ‘Accidental death’. 
 
The Funeral 
The funeral took place the next day at the South View Cemetery with the former pastor of London 
Street Congregational Church, the Rev. A. Capes Tarbolton, returning to officiate. The service 
commenced at the Chapel and moved on to the graveside. In the service the Rev Tarbolton made 
particular mention of Charlie, “the dear lad who had gone before”. Samuel was buried next to his son. In 
its report the Hants & Berks names many of the mourners describing their floral tributes; that of Bessie 
featured a harp with a broken string and inscribed “From his sorrowing wife – at rest”; she had now lost 
both child and husband. 
 
               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The graves of Son Charlie, and Samuel Charles Gear 
 

The widow 
Three months later probate was granted on his will with his estate valued at over £5000. Bessie moved 
back to Basingstoke where in 1921 she and Thomas Snelgar married. They were to move to Fleet and 
later to Totton where in 1927 Thomas died. At the time of her death in 1934 Bessie was living in 
Salisbury.  
Sources: The Basingstoke & Alton Light Railway, by Edward Griffith; Hants & Berks Gazette; Berks County 
Paper; the Great Basingstoke Typhoid Epidemic,   by Bob Clarke; JLResearch   

  

Your attention is drawn… to a curl 

    I confess that I had never noticed this very special exhibit until I read an article about Basingstoke in the 
“Oldie”. In it the writer referred to a visit to the Willis, and singled out this item as one of particular interest. Was 
it from some society beauty…at the centre of a national scandal, perhaps? No, actually it came from a horse. The 
caption tells its story:  
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This is said to come from the mane of “Copenhagen”, the Duke of Wellington’s horse at Waterloo. Copenhagen 
was buried at Stratfield Saye in 1849 with full military honours. Among those present was Miss Charlotte Pigot to 
whom Wellington himself presented the hair. Miss Pigot was an ancestor of the Hon Mrs Bunbury who gave it to 
the museum. 

 

 
        
    It’s in the “Willis Collection” case next to where Friends sit at our meetings in the Archaeology Gallery.  The 
same case also houses a piece of the “Wellington oak” under which the Duke established a position at the battle.  
    
 To all Friends: This is an “Editor’s Choice”. Please tell me about your choices, so that one of them can be featured 
in the next issue. 

 

What’s on at the Willis 
 
Now until Mar 20: The Sunday Times Watercolour Competition Exhibition:  
Prestigious high profile exhibition presenting an eclectic selection of work by artists “working in abstract, 
figurative, contemporary or traditional subject matter with the aim of celebrating and redefining the beauty and 
diversity of water-based media.” A major scoop for the Willis. 
 
Ending  Sat Feb 23: Family half term activities: Art spotter trail. Our artists have dropped their equipment around 
the museum. See how many brushes, pencils and more you can find.  Free, donations welcome. Water-colour 
Quiz: For under 16s. Study the paintings, find the clues, answer the questions and draw a picture. Free. Prize draw 
to win art materials: tickets 50p. 
 
Sat Mar 2 to Sat Apr 6: BcoT Exhibition: work by students from the Pre-Degree Foundation Diploma in Art and 
Design at Basingstoke College of Technology. Basingstoke Gallery 
 

Thu Mar 21, 7.30 pm, Friends’ event: King Alfred, by Prof Barbara Yorke. Archaeology Gallery` 
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Sat Mar 29 to Sat Jun 12: Elizabeth Blackadder: From the artist’s studio: Specially curated exhibition of work by 
one of Britain’s greatest living artists. Dame Elizabeth Blackadder was the first woman to be elected to both the 
Royal Academy and the Scottish Royal Academy. She is the Queen’s Painter and Limner in Scotland. 

 
Thu Apr 11, 7.30 pm: Friends ’ talk: the Simonds Family of Reading, by Raymond Simonds. Archaeology Gallery 

 
Sat Apr 13 to Sat May 25: North Hants and Berkshire Open Studios with QMC students: return of the 
varied annual exhibition by this group of established artists who have been working this year with art 
students at Queen Mary College. 
 
 Thu May 16, 7.30 pm: Friends ’ Talk the life and times of the Duke of Wellington, by Diana White. Archaeology 
Gallery 

 

What’s on at the BAHS 

Meetings will be held at Church Cottage on the following Thursdays starting at 7.30 pm. Admission free to BAHS 
members and £3 for non-members. Contact: Penny Martin, secretary 01256 321423 secretary@bahsoc.org.uk  
 
Thu Mar 14: History of Alresford, by Don Bryan 

Thu Apr 11: Mortuary rites in the early Bronze Age, by Dr Jackie McKinley 

Thu May 9: Dating cave paintings, by Prof Alistair Pike  

heproves that random  

Tailpiece: another reminder of the Light Railway 

 
 

This “Aylwards Series, Basingstoke” picture postcard was sent from Basingstoke to an address in France in 
1909. All three intermediate stations on the Basingstoke and Alton light Railway, Cliddesden, Herriard and 
Bentworth and Lasham  had an adjacent terrace of four “railway servants’ cottages”, all built to the same 
design. (Editor’s collection.) 

mailto:secretary@bahsoc.org.uk

