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Friends of the Willis Museum
Newsletter, September 2016

Was this one of Edward I’s bodyguards? See “The Friends visit Pamber
Priory” (Photo by Cathy Williams).

‘The Friends’ was founded in 1978 to “promote, support and improve the
Willis Museum.” Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month for
ten months of the year, and other events are arranged from time to time.
Registered Charity no 280406.

Annual subscription £10. Visitor for one meeting £2

Your committee: lan Williams (Chairman), Derek Anthony (Deputy
Chairman), Shelagh le Marechal (Secretary); Howard Ray (Treasurer); Janice
Bridgen, Alistair Craig, (Website) John Hollands (Publicity and newsletter);
Cathy Williams (Programme Secretary); Jenny Stevens (Curator, Ex officio).

Contact us ¢/o the museum, or by email on
enquiries@friendsofthewillis.org.uk

Newsletter edited by John Hollands, and proof read, duplicated and distributed by Derek
Anthony.
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Chairman’s jottings, by lan Williams
Welcome to the September issue of the Friends’ Newsletter. We hope that you had a good
summer break. Although there was no evening meeting in August, some Friends enjoyed a
visit to Pamber Priory. You can read about it later in this newsletter.

Thank you for renewing your subscriptions. “The Friends” relies on this and your donations
to run the society and pay for the wide range of speakers.

The 2017 programme of talks will be available shortly. Once again, there is a wide range of
topics - Donnington Castle, Basingstoke Canal, Jane Austen — which we hope everyone will
find interesting. A quick reminder that the AGM this year is in December rather than
October

Many of you may know that member Barbara Large has been working on a book about the
Basingstoke Workhouse and Poor Law Union. Local people may remember Basing Road
Hospital, built by the workhouse authorities in 1900.

Our forebears feared “the Workhouse” and it was not until the 20th century that the
system of social security replaced them.

We are pleased to say that
Barbara’s book has just
been published and s
available in bookshops, on
line or by contacting
Barbara.

As always, | would like you to take a look at the Friends’ website and tell us what you find
interesting — or what could be added! http://www.friendsofthewillis.org.uk/. You will find a
selection of old pictures of the town in the bottom right corner of the front page — do they
prompt a memory that you would like to share?
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A final reminder — the Friends’ primary object is to support the Willis Museum. We can all
make the coffee shop our first choice for coffee or a quick lunch, and the gift shop the first
port of call when shopping for birthdays — or Christmas!

The Committee looks forward to catching up with you over the coming meetings

A way to help the Willis, by Jenny Stevens, Curator

| am repeatedly asked by the Friends what they can do to help us and the honest reply is to
volunteer. We are ALWAYS looking for new people to help as front-of-house volunteers at
the museum as this role is vital to keeping the museum open.
The role involves being ready to meet and greet our visitors out in the Sainsbury Gallery,
and to help in the museum shop/cafe. No previous skills are required, and we can teach
people to use the till, answer the phone, and use the coffee machine, but being friendly and
welcoming is the most important skill.

It’s a great chance to get out and meet people, or add to your CV if you are job hunting or
looking to go into further education. Volunteers usually work a morning or afternoon shift
either once a week or once a fortnight. If you are interested and would like to find out
more, visit the website http://www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk/content/become-
welcome-museum-volunteer-0 , or pop into the museum and have a chat with Mandy or
Marian about what is involved.

Please spread the word amongst family and friends. You have to be 16+ but there is no
upper age limit! Many thanks.

R.I.P., Anne Hawker, by Mary Oliver and Bob Applin.
We have received the sad news that Anne Hawker has passed away. She moved to Yeovil
several years ago, after her husband Brian died, to be near her daughter and had been
suffering from dementia, so had lost touch with her friends in Basingstoke. However, many
of us remember her well; she was a founder member of the Friends.

A mathematician by training, she taught herself palaeography
and was passionate about the local documentary sources and
the stories they could tell. She worked on the town records
stowed away in the basement of the then Town Hall (now the
museum) and made sure the documents found their way to
the County Record Office. ‘Voices of Basingstoke’ and the
production of ‘A Day in Tudor Basingstoke’ resulted from her
work on 16 century wills, and she also wrote ‘The Story of
Basingstoke’, and co-operated with Barbara Applin on ‘Going
down Church Street’. All three books are still available in the
Museum shop. She was a very kind lady, lively company and
always glad to show you round her garden — gardening was
her second passion and she had a splendid allotment too.
For those who knew her she was one of the Town’s
characters.

The Story of
Basingstoke

Editor’s note: By co-incidence at the time that this sad news reached me, | had just finished
re-reading Anne Hawker’s excellent local history. | was impressed with how readable it is,
and how she showed an unfailing grasp of what needed to be clearly explained to readers
with an interest in the subject, but little prior knowledge of it. It well deserves a place on
every Friend’s bookshelves.
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A small church with a big history: The Friends visit Pamber Priory,
by Derek Anthony, photo by Cathy Williams.

Saturday 20th August saw 19 members and guests visit the site of Pamber Priory Church
and Priory Farm, followed by lunch at The Swan pub in Sherborne St. John on the Friends of
the Willis Museums’ annual field trip.

David Cullum, who looks after the Priory Church, conducted us on a tour of the site and told
to us about its history. Church services still take place in what is now a parish church, all
that remains of a large and important Norman priory of the Benedictine order. Today's
parish church consists of the chancel, transept and bell tower of the medieval Priory
Church.

As he led us through the churchyard to the door of the church David pointed out the
remnants of the nave of the medieval church and the site of the cloisters, now underneath
the gardens of Priory Farm.

Turning to the history of the Priory, we learnt that Benedictine monks chose to build on
fairly remote sites with an ample supply of fresh water. This particular site owed its
importance to the fact that it was located about one day's journey from Winchester (the old
capital of England), Windsor Castle (an important military base) and Reading Abbey (of
particularly importance to King Henry 1).

Hugh de Port, loyal servant of William the Conqueror, and the founder of what later
became Basing House was given large tracts of land in the vicinity of Sherborne St. John.
West Sherborne Priory, as it was then known, was established by Hugh's son, Henry de Port,
in the early 12th century as a dependency of the Abbey of St. Vigor in Cerisy, Normandy.

Over its first two hundred years the Priory grew in size, wealth and importance.
Unfortunately over the next one hundred and fifty years the Priory's fortunes were then
reversed, due to rising taxes, a period of famine and, in the middle of the fourteenth
century, the devastations of the Black Death. In 1451 King Henry VI handed the
impoverished Priory and its remaining assets to Eton College. The College expelled the
monks, sold everything of value and demolished most of the buildings.

The local people complained that "their" church had been desecrated by the College and, as
a result, King Edward IV took the Priory away from Eton College and put it in the hands of
Queen's College, Oxford. The new owners, the Provost and Fellows of Queen's College,
restored what remained of the church and have been responsible for its upkeep ever since.

If you get the chance to see inside the church, which is locked most of the time, do make
sure that you seek out the small Richard Seede organ dating from 1786, and the thirteenth
century, carved oak, life-sized image of a recumbent knight. At 6 ft 2 inches in height he
may well have been one of the King Edward I's (“Edward Longshanks”) personal
bodyguards. Edward was also 6 2” tall and it is believed that he surrounded himself with
men of similar height to himself so as not to stand out as an easily identifiable target to
those who wished him harm.

Next door to the Priory Church stands Priory Farm, a large much extended house at whose
core is a more modest four bay Tudor house. Friends’ member Bill Fergie told us that about
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10 years ago he had
been involved in
surveying the house
and the nearby barn
which were tree-
ring dated to 1561
and 1508
respectively.

Inside the Tudor
core of the house
evidence remains of
a fixed bench at the
high end of the hall.
Also, as Bill puts it,
in an article he has
written for the
Autumn 2016
Hampshire Field
Club Newsletter, "the chimney incorporates one of the main beams supporting the first
floor in such a way that it passes through the flue. A very substantial oak timber may not
have been in too much danger from the fire, but its location does not represent best
building practice." (I wonder what today's household insurance companies have to say
about it!)

The Friends are very grateful to David and Bill for their most interesting talks and to Cathy
and lan Williams for arranging the outing and lunch at The Swan.

The murderer, the JP, and the man who electrocuted himself, by
Debbie Reavell

The acquitted murderer, the reluctant JP and the guy who accidentally electrocuted himself: what did
they have in common? They were three generations of the same family, and all were named William
Henry. The first was born about 1792. He lived at Nutley. On the 5™ of November 1833 this
William Henry Blatch was at home with his wife, Marianne. Normally at this time he would
have been away from home for about four days, attending the fair at Appleshaw near
Andover, and this information was known to one Thomas Gilbert. Gilbert had been
employed by the Blatch family some years prior to this, but had been dismissed for stealing
from Mrs Blatch, and had fallen in with a very bad crowd. Had Mr Blatch been away, then
only women of the family would have been in residence. During the night the family heard
a noise. In the words of the Devizes and Wiltshire Gazette:

Mr Blatch immediately took a gun which he always kept loaded, and went down stairs, where after
searching a room adjoining a pantry in which china was kept, he entered it , but unlocking the door he
found some resistance pressing behind. He immediately stepped forward, and turning around, discovered
a man with a cap drawn close over his eyes standing behind the door. Mr B called out “Holloa!” and not
receiving any answer fired, and the man fell.

Mr Blatch feared that the man might have accomplices, and went back to his room and locked himself in, but
the room filled with smoke. (The wadding in the gun had set the man’s clothes smouldering). The whole family
shouted for help, but it was a long time before any neighbours heard and came to assist. When they arrived
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Mr Blatch went back to the pantry, and, turning him over, recognised his former servant. He was then still
alive, but “under extreme pain”. Before a surgeon could arrive, the man died. The jury returned a verdict of
“justifiable homicide”. The inquest was taken by Mr Charles Shebbeare, a well —known lawyer in Basingstoke.

William Henry Blatch the next was born in 1820 at Nutley. In 1854 Blatch purchased a brewery in Theale which
had been founded in 1830 and in 1861 the family are in Tilehurst - William Henry, his wife, Catherine, nee Edney
and sons, another William Henry, Frank, and daughters, Alice, Kate and Agnes. His mother, Marianne and
brother Frank were also part of the household. There is also a governess, Maria Graysmark, then aged 34 who
later ran a school at Westlands on the corner of Bounty and Winchester Roads. One of her pupils there is Kate
Blatch.

In 1877 Kate married William Playter Stark, one time brewery manager, and they lived at Hillstead in Cliddesden
Road. William Stark’s brother was Robert Stark, the father of Freya Stark the writer and traveller of renown.
Kate Stark, nee Blatch, died in Newton Abbot in 1900, and in 1903 Stark married Evelyn Bayley third daughter of
William H Bayley, another prominent Basingstoke citizen — lawyer, town clerk, charity trustee, even noted as a
good cricketer!

A good all round player... a powerful batsman... run like a deer

W H Blatch took over the management of John May’s brewery in Brook Street in about 1875. His first wife,
Catherine, nee Edney had died in 1863, and
in 1868 he married his second wife, Lydia
nee Newman. They lived at the Brewery
House, Brook Street (left) with four of his
five children. His brother Frank continued to
manage Blatch’s Theale Brewery Ltd which
was owned by the family until 1965 when
Ind Coope took it over.

This William Henry Blatch became a stout
member of the Basingstoke establishment,
being mayor in 1880-1881 and in 1889 a
trustee of the municipal charities and the
Aldworth Charity. It was perhaps his bad luck
to be mayor that year because it also meant
that he was chairman of the justices. This was the worst year of the riots in Basingstoke, known as the
Massagainian Riots, the cause of which was the fights between the Salvation Army who had come to the town to
save the people from the perils of drunkenness, and the brewers whose livelihood appeared to be threatened by
the evangelising. There was no way that the mayor and justices could get this right. If they upheld the Salvation
Army’s right to hold its services in the Old Silk Mill in Brook Street, then they were attacked for not protecting the
rights of the other citizens whose windows and property were damaged by the many fights and scuffles which took
place in the streets. The Salvation Army operated by marching and singing. The brewers joined their marches with
their own noise.

Our next William Henry Blatch was born in 1851, the oldest of William and Catherine’s children. In 1882 he married
a US citizen, Harriot Eaton Stanton, and in 1891 they were living at The Mount, Bounty Road, (roughly where the
Conservative Club is today). It was their home for twenty years. Harriot Eaton Stanton Blatch was the daughter of
campaigning parents in the US and had a degree from Vassar in mathematics. She lived for twenty years in the UK
and was actively connected with the Women’s Suffrage Society, the Fabian Society and other societies. It was on a
transatlantic voyage that she and Blatch met. She worked with Charles Booth who was preparing his book Village
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Life in England which formed the basis of her own master’s thesis at Vassar in 1894. In 1902, (?)William, Harriot,
and their daughter Nora moved to the States. Nora, too, was an active suffragist and studied to be an engineer.

William Blatch met an untimely end. He was killed by a broken electric light wire, which had fallen across the
path at the entrance to the lawn of the home of Channing Pollock, the playwright at Shoreham, Long Island.
The paper reported that Blatch had a large country home at Shoreham, where he had developed one of the
largest and finest hanging gardens on Long Island. His daughter has a place of some importance in American
feminist history. She was an architect, and had a house built for her parents at Shoreham.

The Winton House Story, part 2, by Ken Smallbone

After the death of Sir George Russell Clark in 1889 (see part one in the May issue ), Winton
House was sold to Charles Henry Johnson, MRCS, LSA (1832-1911), general practitioner, and
began its long association with the medical profession. Dr Johnson established his surgery
there, after having moved it from Wote Street. Unfortunately, his wife died in 1901. He
retired from the practice within the following year, and went to live at Richmond-upon-
Thames. However, he still owned Winton House, and now rented it out to Ferdinand
Richard Holmes Meyrick, MD (1869-1940). By 1907 Dr Meyrick had formed a partnership
with Thomas Campbell Grey, FRCS, LRCP, and continued with his surgery at Winton House,
while Mr Grey was resident at their joint practice in Church Street. The Meyrick & Grey
partnership had apparently been dissolved by the time of Charles Henry Johnson’s death in
1911, for in that year Francis James Worth, MD, BS, MRCS, LRCP (1870-1916), was in
residence at the surgery in Winton House, and it is quite likely that he purchased the
building from Johnson’s estate.

Dr Worth was listed as the sole physician and surgeon at Winton House in 1911 and 1915.
He joined the Royal Fusiliers in March 1915, but was discharged with neurasthenia in May
that same year. He died at Johannesburg, South Africa, in February 1916. In 1920 it was
recorded that the Worth & Moore partnership was operating at the surgery in Winton
House, and it would appear that it must have been formed in or about 1915, after Dr Worth
had left the Army. His partner was Alexander Matthew Moore, LSA, LRCS (1854-1924), and
the partnership was still being advertised as such in 1923, even though Worth had been
dead for the past seven years. Dr Moore died at Winton House on 23 March 1924, and his
son Alexander George Hains Moore, MRCS, LRCP (1899-1959), succeeded him. He was still
there in 1931, but by 1935 had been replaced by James Trethowan Rowe, MRCS, LRCP
(1905-1965), who remained at that surgery for many years. By the end of the war it had
become a two-man practice after Dr Montgomery joined Rowe. The National Health Service
came into being on 5 July 1948, and that same year Dr Rowe bought Dicker’s Farm,
Hannington, in preparation of leaving Winton House. He formed a new practice with
Doctors Montgomery and Burrell, and they took up residence in their new surgery at 14
Winchester Road. In the following year Winton House was declared a listed building.

From this point onwards Winton House changed status once again, going through yet
another phase, as it began to be used for commercial purposes - with the Post Office
telephone exchange based there during the 1950s and early 1960s. In 1965 the Ministry of
Labour occupied the site, and in the 1970s it was used by the Department of Employment
and Productivity. The Post Office Engineering Department was there between 1975 and
1983, followed by the Prudential Insurance Company. An IT company called Panacea set up
business in 1987, and shared the premises with a firm of solicitors. Colin Davison then
bought the house in 2007, and a serviced offices business is currently located there.
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As for the origin of the name of the house, the following was stated in an article in a local
newspaper back in August 2008: “The opening ceremony [for the school] saw dignitaries
come from all over Hampshire, including the Bishop of Winchester. It was his enquiry as to
what the building was to be called that led to his suggestion that it may be named after his
official signature of “Winton”, which was an abbreviation of “Wintoniensis”, a Latin term
used after his Christian name. Thus Winton House became the name of the building and
remains so today”.

The above comment in the newspaper was an absolute myth, unfortunately. Up until about
1861 - after several new houses had been built along it and thus it became more populated
- the thoroughfare that we now call Winchester Road had been merely an extension of
Winchester Street, running westwards from the Market Place. Winchester Road is now
separated from Winchester Street by Winton Square, but in those days there was no
separation at all. The name of Winton Square does not even appear on any census before
1911, and was first known to be recorded in a directory of 1903. Until then Winton House —
which was first named as such in a directory of 1849 (that is, before the abovementioned
school was opened) — was recorded on the censuses as being in either Winchester Street or
Winchester Road.

The name Winton House obviously comes from its location on Winchester Street alias
Winchester Road, as Winton is merely an alternative name for Winchester, and has been
for centuries. The Saxons named the city Wintanceaster (pronounced “Wintan-chaster”),
which merely led, at times, to an abbreviated form — especially as the Normans had
difficulties in pronouncing Saxon words — hence ‘Winton’. In the early days of their
migration to this country the Saxons always settled fairly close to the old Roman sites, but
never built on top of them because of their fear of ghosts, and the surviving Romano-Celtic
population would have told them that Winchester’'s Roman name had been Venta
Belgarum. Despite the modern trend to Anglicise Latin words, sincere students of classical
Latin will stress that a ‘v’ in that language is pronounced like our English ‘w’. The Romans
very rarely innovated when it came to place names, but instead gave a Latin form of the
name already being used by the natives. In this case, the Celts knew the place as Went
(rendered as Ouénta in Ptolemy’s Geographia, a gazetteer from the 2" century AD), which
meant a “market place”. The Roman version would therefore mean “the market-place of
the Belgae” — the latter being a Celtic tribe who had settled in this part of the country in or
around 55 BC, and gave their name to modern Belgium, from where they might have
originated. Thus, Winton House merely reflects its location on Winchester Street/Road, and
nothing more.

The People at the White House before the pizzas, part 3: the Twenties, by Geoff

Palmer

According to Basingstoke’s Electoral Roll for 1921-23 the Taylor Family were still living at
The White House after The Tod Family had moved to Dorset. Also living there were
Frederick and Mary BURGE who had been living at 25 Alexandra Road in the 1911 Census
and were on The Electoral Roll there in 1920. It is likely that both families were tenants at
The White House and the house was arranged to accommodate two households. Fred
Burge was a motor engineer who was born in Hereford in 1868. The Electoral Rolls of 1925
to 1930/1 show that Maud Minnie HADOW lived at The White House. Some years there are
others living with her who may have been servants or lodgers.

Maud RANKING was born in Bellary Madras India on 27 September 1870 to the wife of a
British Army officer. She married Arthur De Sallis HADOW in Bangalore on 8 August 1882. |
have found records of a daughter and two sons: Marjorie born in Burma in 1884, died in
1923 and Gerald born in 1895 and killed in action in France on 15 June 1915 and Phillip
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born in 1903 who became a commander in the Royal Navy and died on HMS Furious on 25
November 1942 taking part in Operation Torch, the allies assault on North Africa. Colonel
Arthur Hadow of The Tenth Battalion of The Yorkshire Hussars was killed in action at Loos
27 September 1915 (Maud’s 45" birthday)

The Portsmouth Evening News recorded the engagement of Maud’s son Sub-Lt Phillip Henry
Hadow to Sylvia Rosetta HARVEY on 5 January 1925 and gave her address as The White
House. The couple were married at Holy Trinity Brompton on 9 February 1925.

In the 1929 Electoral Roll James Arthur and Daphne Hilda JERVOIS are recorded at The
White House. They married in Shanghai in 1927. Daphne’s maiden name was Hadow. | have
not been able to find a firm connection with Maud though | am fairly sure she was her
daughter. Her address was recorded as The White House when she sailed from Liverpool to
Singapore on 6 November 1926. In the 1939 Registration she and Maud Hadow were living
at Rewlands, Harestock Road Winchester and she was the executrix of Maud’s will. | have
found records of two children of James and Daphne: a son, James W JERVOIS born 1928 in
Kensington and a daughter, Daphne J JERVOIS born 1930 in Winchester .It is likely that
Maud’s grandson, James was living at The White House as a baby.

In researching Maud Hadow’s family | discovered that her husband’s family were very well
connected: Maud’s father-in-law, Patrick Douglas HADOW, (1811-1876) was a rich and well
connected barrister and business man. He became chairman of the P&O shipping line. He
married Emma Diana Harriot NISBET (1822-1892) in 1845. She bore him eight sons and one
daughter. All eight sons all went to Harrow where they were known as ‘The Harrow
Hadows.” They all lived full, interesting and privileged but often short lives

This photo is believed to show the seven surviving Hadow brothers after the death of
Douglas.
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Their first born in 1846 was Douglas Robert HADOW. Douglas
at age 19 took part in the first ascent of The Matterhorn on 14
July 1865.He was the youngest and most inexperienced
member of the team. He proved his capability by climbing
Mont Blanc a few days before but this had exhausted him. On
the descent from the summit of The Matterhorn he was very
unsteady and his boots were worn .The guide, Michel Croz
tried to help him but Douglas could not hold on and they both
plunged to their deaths (left) His climbing equipment and his
very flimsy looking boots are on display in the mountaineering
museum in Zermat.

Walter Henry HADOW (1849-1898) married The Honourable Lady Constance Blanche
Louisa Hay-DRUMMOND, daughter of 12 Earl of Kennel. The 1891 census records the
family of five living in Gloucester Place Edinburgh with eight servants. Walter was secretary
of The Primrose League an influential political movement established to promote
Conservatism.

Reginald Campbell HADOW (1851-1919) was commissioned into the Indian Army aged 19
.He married Annie POTT in Delhi in 1876. Their four sons became army officers and Empire
builders, their daughter, Beatrix, remained single and died in Eastbourne aged 28. Reginald
became a colonel in 1900 and retired to Eastbourne in 1902. Alexander Astell HADOW
(1853-1894) remained a bachelor. He was a member of the London Stock Exchange and
travelled widely. He died in Neunahr in Prussia aged 40.

Patrick Francis HADOW (1855-1946) (left): Frank ran a coffee
plantation in Ceylon. During his holidays he liked to return to
England to play sports. He batted for The MCC. In 1878 he won the
men’s singles final at Wimbledon against Spencer Gore. He
returned to Ceylon and did not play tennis again. He preferred to
shoot Big Game in Africa. When he was asked why he stopped
playing tennis he answered, ‘Sir it is a sissy’s game played with a
soft ball’. He was nearly ninety-one when he died- the longest
living of the Hadow brothers.

Cecil Macdonald HADOW (1856-1935) lived in Kashmir India .He married Margaret
BRAINES there in April 1891.They had one son, Robert Henry HADOW born 1895.They both
died within five weeks of each other in Alassio Italy: Margaret on 17 Dec 1934, Cecil on 29
January 1935.

The only daughter, Emma Bertha HADOW, (1861- 1884) did not marry and died aged 23 at
Woodbury Hall Sandy Bedfordshire on 16 April 1884. Edward Maitland HADOW (1863-
1892) was youngest of the Harrow Hadows. He did not marry. He died in Cannes aged 32.

What’s on at the Willis

All advanced bookings can be taken at the museum (01256 465902). You can also book
some courses and workshops on line. See the museum’s website for details. Please
remember that non-members attending Friends’ Association events, including your own
guests, must reserve seats in advance.

Now until Oct 29: Royal Blood: Births, Battles and Beheadings. The tumultuous story of

Royalty from the Late Iron Age to the English Civil War as reflected in Hampshire.
Unmissable! Sainsbury Gallery.
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Sep 17 to Oct 29: A Collection of Creations: textile artworks by Tina Heath. Freelance
interior designer Tina Heath combines art and design with simple hand stitchery to create a
collection of wonderful artworks inspired by the great Arts and Crafts Movement potter and
tile designer William De Morgan. Basingstoke Gallery.

Thu Oct 20, 7.30 pm Friends’ Event: Reading’s Abbey Quarter: its place in the making of a
town, by John Mullaney. Local historian John Mullaney has published a book about the
Abbey. As well as covering the history, he will bring us up to date with plans for its future.
Meeting in Archaeology Gallery.

Sat Oct 22 to Sat Oct 29: Half term family fun: Trails, make-and-take and fun with a Royal
Blood theme. More details available later.

Thu Oct 27: Royal Blood Puppet Theatre family workshop: Family puppet making
workshop with a royal theme. Bring f/our own cereal box and transform it as if by magic into
a puppet theatre. For 6 to 11 year olds who must be accompanied by an adult. Cost £6 per
child. Please pre-book.

Fri Oct 28: Mexican Day of the Dead: Museum based Top of the Town day time and evening
activities.

Sat Oct 29, 11 am to 3.30 pm: Every Picture tells a Story: a workshop with artist Ronnie
Ireland. Look at how narratives of many kinds from Bible stories and Greek and Roman
myths to modern novels and documentaries have inspired art work. Take an inspirational
narrative of your own choice, a sketch pad and your choice of media for your finished work.
Cost £30. Must be pre-booked.

Nov 5 to Dec 17: Basingstoke Art Club Annual Exhibition: Popular show case for local
artistic talent, including works for sale. Basingstoke Gallery.

Nov 12 to Jan 14: Alice in Wonderland: A very special exhibition from The British Library
commemorating 150 years of this most famous of British children’s stories, an inspiration to
generations of illustrators, artists, musicians, film makers and designers. Illustrations and
drawings by Mervyn Peake, Ralph Steadman, Leonard Weisgard, Arthur Rackham, and
Salvador Dali will be included. Again unmissable. Sainsbury Gallery.

Thu Nov 17, 7.30 pm Friends’ Event: Jane Austen and the military, by Alan Turton. England
was at peace for only ten years during the whole of Jane Austen’s life time. Writer, historian,
broadcaster and Friend looks at the militia that Jane would have been familiar with.
Archaeology Gallery.

Wed Nov 23, 7 pm. Alice in Wonderland Curator’s Tour. Tour the special exhibition with
ﬁritiﬁhéibrary Curator, Andie Lloyd. Cost £8 including hot drink and cake. Must be pre-
ooked.

Sats, Dec 3, 10, 17, 10am to 3.30 pm Christmas drop-in family fun. Make-and-takes with a
Christmas theme. Cost £1 per kit.

Thu Dec 15, 7.30 pm, Friends, event: Our Annual General Meeting, followed by a plate
party. Archaeology Gallery.

What’s on at the BAHS

There will be meetings of the Basingstoke Archaeological and Historical Society at Church
Cottage on the following dates, starting at 7.30 pm. Admission is free to BAHS members,
and for non-members, the charge is £3.

Thu Oct 13: The Avebury Waterscape, by Steve Marshall

Thu Nov 10: Ethelred the Unready and Cnut the Great, a tale of two kings, by Dr Ryan
Lavelle, University of Winchester.

Thu Jan 12: Hampshire: PAS recent finds, by Katie Hinds, Finds Liaison Officer for
Hampshire

Thu Feb 9: Excavations at Kennel Farm, Basingstoke, by Damien de Rosa, Cotswold
Archaeology.

Further information may be obtained from www.bahsoc.org.uk or from the secretary
Penny Martin, tel: 01256 321423 secretary@bahsoc.org.uk
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Your attention is drawn...to Britain’s oldest (?) post box, by the
Editor (photo by Howard Ray)

You may remember that in the February newsletter | announced my intention to start an on-
going series called “I'd like to draw your attention to...”As | explained, | am convinced that if
every one of us is familiar with the museum exhibits, and knows and makes clear what we
particularly value among them, the more likely we are to have the museum we want after
the permanent display is eventually re-vamped. You will see that | have now changed the
series title a little, as | am suggesting an alternative to asking you to write something. You
are very welcome to do that, but if you would prefer just to tell me what you like and why,
as Derek Anthony has done, | will write something on your behalf. Why not call in on me
when | am working at the museum as | normally am on Tuesdays and Wednesdays (12 noon
to 4.30 pm) or give me a phone call or send me an email? This is something every Friend can

' do. Please don’t wait for someone
else to be first.

Derek Anthony has told me why he
finds the old post-box from Robert
Cottle’s shop and post office, and
said to pre-date the penny post so
intriguing. It is quite something for
the Willis to have this exhibit which
is of considerable interest to the
many people interested in post
boxes.

But there is more: for one thing
here is proof that “Wote Street”
used to be called “Oat Street”.
Derek has also drawn attention to
the words “Down Mail”, which
appear to indicate that “Up”
meaning “To London” and “Down”
meaning “From London” pre-date
railways and were already in use in
the days of stage coach travel.
Perhaps even more intriguing is the
instruction that “down mail” must
have “one additional stamp”. If
there were different charges for
different destinations, this must
clearly pre-date the uniform penny
post. And what kind of stamp is this
referring to? An imprint from a
franking tool, perhaps? Derek and | both hope that a more knowledgeable Friend will tell us
the answers. Meanwhile, please go and look at this exhibit. You will discover other
intriguing features.




