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Friends of the Willis Museum 
Newsletter, May 2017 

 

Nothing very interesting about this table, or is there? See Your attention is drawn...”, page 8.   

‘The Friends’ was founded in 1978 to “promote, support and improve the Willis Museum.” 
Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month for ten months of the year, and other events 

are arranged from time to time.  Registered Charity no 280406. 
 

Annual subscription £10. Visitor for one meeting £2 
 
Your committee: Derek Anthony (Chairman), Shelagh le Marechal (Secretary); Howard Ray (Treasurer 
and Membership Secretary); Alistair Craig, (Website) John Hollands (Publicity and Newsletter); David 
Wickens; Jenny Stevens (Curator, ex officio). 

 
Contact us c/o the museum, or by email on enquiries@friendsofthewillis.org.uk 

 
Newsletter edited by John Hollands and proof read, duplicated and distributed by Derek Anthony  

 

mailto:enquiries@friendsofthewillis.org.uk
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Chairman's Jottings, by Derek Anthony 

Looking back over the year so far I am happy to report that we have welcomed 7 new Friends since the 
beginning of the year - Isobel Archer, Andrea Boulter, Geoffrey Everett, Simon Downham, Margaret 
Watson, Geoff Lewis and Myrna Lewis.  I hope that they will all enjoy the benefits of membership. 
 
On April 7th our team won a notable victory when our skittles team beat a team from the "Friends of 
the Curtis Museum" in Alton by just 5 points.  It is many years since we won this long-established match 
and we have to thank our friends from Alton for organising such an entertaining and enjoyable evening. 
 
Those of you who have been able to join us at the three monthly meetings so far this year have enjoyed 
a wide variety of talks on subjects as diverse as the archaeology of warfare, the Pubs and Inns of 
Basingstoke and the Stuart dynasty.  The remaining six meetings promise to be equally diverse with 
subjects ranging from Jane Austen in Basingstoke to the Frost Fairs of the seventeenth, eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries. 
 
As mentioned in my "Jottings" in the February Newsletter this year's Summer Outing will be a walking 
tour of Reading's Abbey Quarter (much of which is closed to the public) led by John Mullaney, our 
October 2016 speaker.  The Outing will take place on the afternoon of Saturday 29th July and will 
include refreshments.  The cost will be £6 per person and partners and other guests will be welcome to 
join us.  Please sign up at the May, June or July meetings or by emailing me on 
derekganthony@btinternet.com or by telephoning me on 01256 322073. 
 
David Wickens and I have almost completed the 2018 speaker programme and are now developing a list 
of possible speakers for 2019 and 2020.  If you know of any interesting speakers we might add to the list 
please do let David, myself or another committee member have their details. 
 
July 1st is the date for subscription renewals, so please look out for a letter and renewal form during 
June.  The subscription will remain at £10 per person for at least another 12 months. 
 
Finally, congratulations to the Hook Local History Group which is 30 years old this year, having been 
started in 1987 by a group of enthusiastic residents.  The major celebratory event is a "Finds and 
Memorabilia Day" to be held from 11 am to 4 pm on Saturday 10th June in the Bartley Room, Hook 
Community Centre.  The Day will be open and free to all.  More information about the Group can be 
found on its Facebook page - MemoriesofHookinHampshire.       
 
Willis team score victory, by Derek Anthony 
We've done it at last!  After many years trying the Friends of the Willis Museum skittles team finally 
defeated their arch-rivals from the Curtis Museum in Alton.  The match, staged at the Golden Pot on the 
road from Alton to Odiham, was a hard fought affair with no quarter asked or offered. 
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After losing the last match in 2015 by just one point the Willis team was in no mood to be defeated 
again and made a flying start by winning the first round.  However, the opposition stiffened their resolve 
to win the second round and the two teams went into a tense supper break with hardly a cigarette 
paper separating them. 
 
The Willis team came out after the break in no mood for compromise and the third and final round was 
a hard-fought affair.  But, when all the scores had been totted up, they were the winners by five points.  
So, it's goodbye to the wooden spoon, at least for a couple of years. 
 
Our sincere thanks to our friends from Alton for arranging such an entertaining and enjoyable evening.  
Let's hope we can do as good a job when it is our turn to play hosts in 2019. 
 

 
To thunderous applause our Chairman Derek Anthony accepts the (plastic) Winner’s cup on behalf of the 

Willis team. 

 
Hook Local History Group celebrates its 30th Anniversary Year in Style, by Paul Cluett 
Hook’s Local History Group was started in 1987 by a group of enthusiastic residents led by Glynis 
Wilsdon (now Dray) a local teacher with a passion for local history.  iThis small but active group collected 
documents on Hook’s past, wrote pamphlets and papers on its development, and started to record 
Hook in photographs.  
 
Mostly Hook is thought of as an agricultural village that started to expand after the railway station was 
finally built in 1883, or as a key crossroads remembered for 1960s summer traffic jams as holiday 
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motorists went to and from the West Country along the A30. But in fact Hook is much older with 
significant traces of human occupation in Roman times. With so much history the Group decided to 
celebrate its 30th Anniversary by applying for a Heritage Lottery Fund Grant so as to be able to digitize its 
paper archives  for preservation and for wider access to  the local community.  
 
We applied for and very fortunately  secured  a grant of £21,000 for a 21 month project. Already we 
have run  successful  “ Basics of Social Media” and “Basics of Photography”  training sessions that were 
open and free to all ages in Hook. These are preludes to the  major event of this year,  a  Finds and 
Memorablia day  to  be  held from 11 am – 4pm on Saturday 10th of June 2017 in the Bartley Room in 
Hook Community Centre. This will be open and free to all. The aim is not only  to show  everyone both 
the Roman finds discovered in Hook, and  a display of photographs, but also to try to uncover more of 
Hook’s past. We shall encourage as many residents of Hook as we can to drop in with their own finds, 
whether they be  objects dug up in the garden, or old photoraphs,  maps of Hook or documents that  
can be scanned in and added to the Group’s digital archive.  
 
This Archive already has close to 3000 records and as Hook continues to evolve so we shall  continue 
adding to it for  future generations. 
 
In one member’s loft was found an orginal hand-written letter written by Field Marshall Montgomery 
five months after D Day to thank the Newnham & Rotherwick Home Guard ( which included men from 
Hook)  for their service, proof that you never know what may be in your loft or at the back of a 
wardrobe; please have a look for any material on Hook and bring it along to be looked at by our experts.    
                   

The Hook Local History Group has the following programme 
of  free events in addition to its normal winter talks 
proramme:  
1st May  – 15th August – Photography Competition:  “ Hook 
today throuh your eyes” with free entry for  all ages and  
prizes including afternoon tea at Tylney Hall for adults, and 
Toy gift vouchers from Smyths Toys for juniors. Please send 
your photos to : hooklocalhistory@hotmail.co.uk.  The winning entries  will be announced and displayed 
at the Hook Show in Hartletts Park on Saturday September 10th.  
24th May – See us at the Hook Village Meeting – Hook Community Centre 7.30 pm 
5th July – Free visit to see Hook Archives in the Winchester Records Centre. 
3rd October – Free talk on “ The Orgins of Hook”, Bartley Room, Hook Community Centre 7.30 pm. 
 
The project will continue next year with two more free talks on the development of Hook, and some 
dendrochronology to confirm the ages of Hook’s oldest buildings. We will also have a “Now & then 

mailto:hooklocalhistory@hotmail.co.uk
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gallery” and a documentary on Hook to be given on memory sticks to all local clubs and societies. In 
addition we hope to work closely with Hook Junior School on forthcoming events, and also to provide a 
loan dressing up box to support their studies of local history.  
 
With 100 members in its 100 members in its 30th Hook Local History Group wants to attract the next 
generation, so it has also launched its own Facebook page:  
 
 https://en-gb.facebook.com/MemoriesofHookinHampshire      
Please take a look: this also now has 100 followers.  We shall post photos and items of local interest on 
this site. 
 So, happy 30th Anniversary, Hook Local History Group, with plenty more history to be discovered and 
shared.  
 
There will be more from Paul about Roman finds in Hook in the next newsletter. 

 
Who lived at Goldings? by Debbie Reavell 

In this Jane Austen anniversary year (200 years since her death in 1817) there is interest in the places in 
Basingstoke that we know she visited. Goldings, then a fashionable house on the eastern edge of 
Basingstoke was known to the Austen family and there are numerous mentions, particularly in the 
letters of Anne Lefroy (1) from Ashe rectory who was friendly with Anne Russell and her niece Frances 
Shipperdson. There are a good number of references to Mrs Russell in the pocket books kept by Eliza 
Chute of The Vyne which show that Mrs Russell and occasionally her husband too dined at the Vyne and 
that the Chutes called at Goldings. Anne Lefroy refers to a dance here in January 1803. 
 

... a little dance tonight at Mrs Russell’s. Powletts, Dorchesters, and Terrys... 
 

The first owners of the house and parkland as we know it today were members of the Russell family. 
They had owned Bedford House which was opposite where the Gardens of Remembrance are today. 
John Russell (1697-1762) was town clerk and it appears that about the time of the Enclosures he 
acquired the land and buildings for the benefit of his children, (2) Lucy, born 1726, William (1730), and 
Francis (1740). Another son was Sambrooke Nicholas Russell who took Holy Orders (3). Eventually the 
estate included all the land from Russell Road north to Goat Lane and eastwards to Eastfield Avenue and 
south up Crossborough Hill. The origin of the name “Goldings” seems to come from “Golds Plott” which 
is referred to in a document from 1683, and also in Francis Russell’s will of 1794 where he refers to “my 
mansion house and place called Goldings or Goldsplot in Basingstoke, my present country residence”. 
The house was then behind a wall; the entrance for a carriage would have been where the entrance to 
the council offices is in London Road. Indeed it was not one house but was developed in the manner of 
the time into the mansion we see today with its large entrance hall and Georgian appearance. William 
Russell lived there until his death in 1791 when it appears that it suited his brother Francis and wife 
Anne to live in Goldings.  
 
John Russell’s brother, Dr Richard Russell, was Rector at Ashe before George Lefroy. He married 
secondly Mary Dicker and their daughter, Mary, was the mother of the celebrated author Mary Russell 
Mitford.  Mary Russell Mitford did claim some connection with the Russell, Dukes of Bedford, family at 
Woburn, but this is not likely. However, William Russell, buried in St Michael’s Church, has arms not too 
dissimilar from the Bedford arms, and they did call their house in Church Street “Bedford House”. They 
also used the forename “Francis” very often, as did the Dukes. (I did write to Woburn to see if they 
could shed any light on this, but they said there was no record of any connection.) 
 

 

https://en-gb.facebook.com/MemoriesofHookinHampshire
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Francis Russell, often described as “of Park Street, Westminster” 
had a considerable career. He is the subject of an article in The 
European Magazine and London Review, Volume 29, May 1796. He 
had died in 1795 and the article says that he worked initially as 
Solicitor to the Duchy of Lancaster, and later as Solicitor to the 
Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India. In 1781 he had 
built a house at Beech Hill, Enfield Chase, called Russell Mansion.  
 
Left: Portrait of Francis Russell ©  British Library 
 
The article implied some issues about  payment from the Duchy of 
Lancaster, the holdings and leases of which seemed to be very 
muddled, and that Russell had worked hard to put them into good 
order. It suggested that not much payment was forthcoming as by 
1790 he had sold the mansion. The article says that he took over 

his Basingstoke properties when his brother [William] died in about 1791. By 1796 only Lucy Russell, 
1726-1797, survived of the siblings, and she was unmarried. She is buried in St Mary’s, Old Basing. She 
did not marry, and I have found no mention of her in the social scene of the time. It seems likely that 
she would have lived in Goldings, too, as her brother’s will suggests she may have had a life interest in 
the property.  
 

After William Russell’s death, Francis Russell, 1740-1795 and his wife Anne (née Kirshaw) lived in the 
house, but not for long, as Francis Russell died in 1795, and is buried in St Mary’s Church, Old Basing. His 
widow, Anne, lived on at Goldings with her niece Frances Shipperdson (4). Frances’s mother, also called 
Frances was Anne Kirshaw’s sister, and their father the Rev Samuel Kirshaw had been vicar of Leeds and 
Rector of Ripley.  
 
When Anne Russell died in 1803, her niece Frances Shipperdson married William Apletree (5), surprising 
the Lefroy correspondents: 
 
Surprised to see in the papers the marriage of Miss Shipperdson and Mr Apletree – even Lucy [Lucy 
Lefroy, Anne’s daughter] never knew tho’ she had heard from Fanny [Frances Shipperdson] only a day or 
two before… (October 1804). 
 
William Apletree was probably already living in Basingstoke, as Barbara Applin found references to 
property owned by him in Church Street (6).  The Apletree family came from Deddington in Oxfordshire, 
but William had a connection with the Russell family. His grandmother Ann Henchman was the daughter 
of William Russell (brother of John Russell who had been town clerk). Ann Russell was married to the 
Reverend John Henchman, Vicar of Deddington, at Old Basing in 1752.  
 
So by 1804 Frances and William Apletree are living in Goldings. They had three daughters – Frances 
Louisa, Eliza Harriett (who married Harris Jervoise Bigg-Wither a brief marriage as she died in 1838 aged 
27 (7)), Anne Mary, and two sons, Francis Russell and William Edward. Of all five children only one lived 
beyond the age of 30. Their oldest son, Francis Russell Apletree, married Isabella Margaret Hopper in 
1838, and they lived at Goldings too.  Isabella Hopper was the niece of her mother-in-law, Frances, so 
husband and wife were first cousins. The Shipperdson and Hopper families were closely associated in 
Durham; Isabella’s parents were Walter Hopper and Margaret Shipperdson. Her brother Edmund 
Hopper inherited the Shipperdson lands, and changed his name from Hopper to Shipperdson. 
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Although Francis Apletree died in 1845 when aged only 30, his wife and two daughters lived at Goldings 
for many years. William Edward Apletree died in 1867. Isabella and her daughters, Margaret and 
Marianne were still there in 1871, but by 1881 Isabella Apletree had moved to Paignton (8), Margaret 
having died in 1871, and Marianne had married a Francis Simpson. By the time the land was being sold 
for housing in Eastrop Lane, it was known as the Simpson Estate.  
 
In 1875 Sir George Russell Clerk is noted as the occupier of Goldings. He had been Governor of Bombay 
on two occasions, the second from 1860-1862, and he had been in India since 1817. As he has the name 
Russell we might guess that he has a family connection but I haven’t found it. He died in Chelsea in 
1889. He was a member of the Clerk family who lived at Worting House where he was born in 1800, son 
of John and Anne Clerk (who had been chaperone to Jane Austen and Catherine Bigg at one time at a 
ball in Basingstoke). 
 
The 1881 census records that Goldings was occupied by Samuel Field and his wife Ann. He was a retired 
solicitor from Deddington where the Apletree family came from, so it is very possible that there was a 
connection between the families. By 1891 Ann Field is the sole occupier of the house – she died in 1898 
at the age of 91. 
 
In 1901 the occupier is William Chambers Lefroy, a relation both of Jane Austen and of Tom Lefroy, the 
man she fell in love with (as the story goes!). His mother, Anna Jemima Lefroy, a great niece of Jane 
Austen, married her distant cousin, Thomas Edward Preston Lefroy at Oakley in 1846, whose uncle was 
the Irish Tom Lefroy who got close to the famous writer! When W C Lefroy died in 1915, he left a piece 
of land in Crossborough Hill for a house to be built f or the headmistress of the Basingstoke High School 
for Girls of which he was among the first Governors. He wrote the words for the school song “Steadfast 
and Glad”. The school has been on Crossborough Hill since 1908 and is now Costello School. 
 
After the 1914-1918 war Thomas Burberry, whose business was by then extremely successful, bought 
Goldings and its park for £9583 from Mary Mackenzie, who had lived there for a few years. He 
purchased it as a permanent war memorial to those who had given their lives and as a place of leisure 
for the townspeople. By 1921 the council had raised the money by public subscription to buy the park, 
and by 1922 Goldings itself. Although there were plans to use the house for public use, it soon became 
public offices and was used for this and the Mayor’s Parlour until the new Civic Offices were built in the 
mid 1970s. At this point the house had quite a makeover with some new additions.  
 
The park remains for the benefit of the people of Basingstoke and the current use if Goldings for civil 
weddings has led to a delightful restoration of this lovely building.  
 
Notes: (1). Eds., Lefroy, Helen and Turner, Gavin The letters of Mrs Lefroy, Jane Austen’s beloved friend. The Jane Austen 

Society, The Sarsen Press, 2007 (2). C K Currie The War Memorial (Goldings) Park, Basingstoke for more information and 

references to documents held in the HRO. (3). His mother, Frances, 1700-1783, wife of John Russell was the daughter of 

Jeremy Sambrooke. (4). There are references in Anne Lefroy’s letters to visits to and from Mrs Russell and her niece, Frances, 

see note 1. (5). Spelling varies: Apletre, Apletree, and Appletree are all variants. (6). See Felgate, M and Applin, B, Going 

down Church Street to the Felgate bookshop, BAHS 1998. (7). This Harris was the son of Harris Bigg-Wither who proposed to 

Jane Austen. She accepted but then broke off the engagement next morning. (8). Information from censuses. 

 
Your attention is drawn to … a rather unimportant looking table. 

It’s there at the side of the room whenever we have a meeting. Not much notice is taken of it, but there is 

something very interesting about it, and we have our member Bill Fergie to thank for pointing it out. 

Study the large blown up photograph (See next page) of the proceedings in the Market Place on the 

occasion of the unveiling of the then new Town Hall clock tower in 1887, and there in the picture you 

will see this very same table. The clock tower which ultimately proved too heavy for the roof and was 
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taken down in 1961 was a gift to the town by 

brewer and benefactor John to mark the Golden 

Jubilee of Queen Victoria. John May was Mayor 

of Basingstoke at the time and he is in the picture 

too, seated behind the table.  

 
So this little table is at least 130 years old, and is 

perhaps the only item of furniture at the Willis 

that we can say for certain was part of the 

furniture of the Town Hall. Can you remember the 

Willis as the Town Hall? If so, do you recall 

seeing the table in use there? Please tell.  

 

Left: A detail from the photo, showing John May 

sitting behind the table. 

 

Editor’s note: Friends, PLEASE, help to keep this 

series going. Write a short piece for the newsletter 

about an exhibit at the Willis that is of particular 

interest to you for any reason, OR call in and tell 

me about it, and I will write something on your 

behalf. . This is something EVERY Friend should 

be able to do. 

 

A new book by a Friend, reviewed by the Editor 
They have played a huge part in the social and working life of the town, and they used to be vital to the 

transport system. One stood on part of the site the Willis now occupies, and another faced our building 

across the Market Place.  A big green ceramic sign from a third confronts you on the first floor landing, 

and from the Ellaway Room window you look out on one still in business, its name insensitively changed 

from the historic The Feathers to Laarsens (which this book 

tells us is an anagram of “Arsenal”, a proprietor’s favourite 

football team).  

 

I refer of course to Basingstoke’s inns and public houses, the 

subject of “Gone, but not forgotten”, Ken Smallbone’s 

monumental new historical study of this fascinating subject. 

Don’t be misled by this title. Besides the many establishments 

to which the title literally applies, the book also covers all 

surviving historic pubs (such as The Feathers/Laarsens), and 

ones that disappeared long before living memory (The Royal 

Oak on the museum site vanished in 1832.) In fact it covers 

every Basingstoke pub known by Ken to exist or to have 

existed.  Pubs that have sprung up since the 1960s re-

developments (often to disappear again after a short existence) 

get just a brief mention. The histories of all the rest are dealt 

with systematically and in great detail. I like the interesting 

quotes from original sources such as auction catalogues 

produced when pubs changed hands,  and there are plenty of 

thoroughly absorbing anecdotes about the people who ran and 

used them  -  and in some cases their ghosts. I also like the way 

Ken makes clear exactly where each pub is or was, whilst 

many pages of references to sources remind us that he is a 

respected professional genealogist, as well as someone who as 
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a young man attempted and failed the “Wote Street challenge” to down a pint at every pub between the 

Railway Arms and The George in one evening. (There were nine of them.)  

 

Besides a well illustrated A-Z of the historic pubs, there is an historical overview, referring to topics such 

as licensing laws, coaching, and the impact of the temperance movement.  A long alphabetical list of 

tenants with brief biographical details may interest many family historians, whilst a section on the local 

breweries that owned and supplied these establishments further emphasises the large part beer played in 

the local economy. A copy that a Friend kindly donated to the Resources Room has already helped 

answer two enquiries, and will, I anticipate, answer many more.  

 

Having reviewed Barbara Large’s outstanding history of the Basingstoke Workhouse in the February 

newsletter, it now gives me great pleasure to recommend another book by a Friend that equally deserves a 

place on your bookshelves.  

 

Copies of this 262 page A4 sized book are only available from Ken himself at 110 St Peter’s Road, 

Basingstoke RG22 6TG, telephone no. 01256 355590, email ksmallbone@aol.com   The price will be £25 

for a limited period. Reprints may cost more. Ken will deliver to addresses in the local area. 

 

What’s on at the Willis 

Now until July 19: Angie Lewin: a printmaker’s journey. Much of Angie Lewin’s very distinctive work 
derives from sketches of the native flora of the North Norfolk Coast and the Scottish Highlands. She has 
also been inspired by the work of Eric Ravilious, Edward Bawden, Alan Reynolds and Paul Morrison. In 
this exhibition curated by Angie herself, examples of their work are shown alongside her own. Sainsbury 
Gallery. 
Now until June 3: North Hampshire Art: A selling exhibition showcasing the work of a group of 
accredited artists working in our area. Basingstoke Gallery. 
May 26 – June 2: Half Term activities: Trails, and make and takes inspired by the Angie Lewin exhibition. 
More details on the museum website and Facebook. 
June 10 until July 8: Express: Results from a multi-disciplinary art project led by Corinne Marsh to help 
people with mental health issues resolve inner conflicts. Basingstoke Gallery. 
June 15, 10.30 am – 3.30 pm Linocut Workshop. Be inspired by Angie Lewin’s exhibition to create your 
own linocut with tutor Lindsey Southworth. Adults £40, over 60s £30, on benefits £20.  Pre-book at the 
museum. 
June 15, 7.30 pm: Friends’ event: Jane Austen in Basingstoke, a presentation by Debbie Reavell. Our 
member, Debbie, a champion of the Basingstoke story of Jane Austen will take us on an imaginary tour 
of the town as Jane knew it. Archaeology Gallery. 
June 22, 10.30 am to 3.30 pm. Mono print workshsop. Another workshop with tutor Lindsey 
Southworth based on the Angie Lewin Sainsbury Gallery exhibition. Fees and booking as for June 15. 
July 15 – Aug 12, Roll up, roll up!  A “Cirque Exotique” by Hampshire based artists, Graham Farragher, 
Rachel Davis and Fatima Pantoja. This visual feast of colour, movement and energy will incorporate 
dynamic palette knife strokes and dancing with scissors! Basingstoke Gallery. 
July 20, 7.30 pm: Friends’ event: The Queen in Hampshire, a presentation by David Rymill. What 
photographs and documents in the Hampshire Record Office collection tell us about Her Majesty’s links 
with Hampshire, and how Hampshire people have celebrated key events in her reign. Archaeology 
Gallery. 
July 26-Aug 31: School summer holiday events and activities inspired by the Jane Austen exhibition (See 
Below). More details on the museum website and Facebook. 
July 29 – Oct 7: Retail and Romance: Jane goes to the Ball.  Our famous local author Jane Austen 
danced at Balls in Basingstoke, and took a lively interest in the gowns, the gentry and the gossip 
encountered there. 
Sainsbury Gallery. 
Aug 19- Sept 16: Basingstoke Art Club Annual Exhibition. Basingstoke Gallery. 

mailto:ksmallbone@aol.com
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Sept 21, 7.30 pm: Friends’ event: Heroes and villains of the Basingstoke Canal, by Roger Cansdale. The 
dodgy deals and admirable acts in the long history of  the canal that have brought it to how it is today. 
And what of the future? Archaeology Gallery. 
Sept 23 – Oct 21: Everyday Narratives: a multi-disciplinary exhibition of work by local artist Bethany 
Milam: Works based on keen observation of everyday life suggesting stories for you has to complete. 
Basingstoke Gallery.  
Oct 19, 7.30 pm: Friends’ Event: The archaeology of food, by Jenny Stevens. Our Area Community 
Curator will discuss some of the methods used to piece clues together about our ancestors’ diet. 
Archaeology Gallery.  
 

What’s on at the BAHS  
Meetings will be held on the following dates at Church Cottage starting at 7.30 pm. Admission free to 
the society’s members. The charge for non-members is £3.  
 
June 8:  John the Painter: the first modern terrorist, by Alan Turton 
Sept 14: “Homes for heroes”: Pandora’s Box: an unexpected journey over 5000 years of incredible 
history, by Si Cleggett, Wessex Archaeology 

Oct 13: The history of Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth, by 
Michael Underwood, Project Architect and author. 
 

News from Basingstoke Heritage Society, by 
Cathy Williams 

 Consult the Basingstoke Festival Programme for 
details of the following Heritage Society led walks: 
Basingstoke’s timber framed buildings, Sat Jun 17; 
Commonwealth War Graves in the South View 
Cemetery, Sun June 18; Basingstoke as Jane Austen 
knew it, Sat Jun 24 

 The Society has paid for the right to show a 1974 
film by the National Film Board of Canada entitled “New 
Towns”.  One town is Basingstoke; the other is Runcorn. 
If you are in a group that would be interested in seeing 
this, please email Debbie Reavell on reavell@btinternet.com 
or phone 01256  478670 

 On July 18 the first ever sculpture of Jane Austen, 
by Adam Roud will be unveiled in the Market Place.  

 The Society will be leading  a Jane Austen walk at 
10.30 am on Thursday July 20th. Book through The 
discovery Centre (01256 478670). The charge is £4 
 
 
Left: Adam Roud’s maquette for his sculpture of Jane 
Austen. (Courtesy of Basingstoke Heritage Society) 
 
 
 

 
 
                                                 
 

mailto:reavell@btinternet.com

