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A wonderful historical resource for us all: up-to-date books about local places (available from the 
museum shop) and a free access VCH Explore website. See The New VCH Hampshire by guest contributor 

Jean Morrin. 

‘The Friends’ was founded in 1978 to “promote, support and improve the Willis Museum.” 

Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month for ten months of the year, and other events are 
arranged from time to time.  Registered Charity no 280406. 

Annual subscription £10. Visitor for one meeting £2 

Your committee: Derek Anthony (Chairman), Shelagh le Marechal (Secretary); Howard Ray (Treasurer and 
Membership Secretary); Alistair Craig, (Website) John Hollands (Publicity and Newsletter); David Wickens 
(Programme Secretary); Jenny Stevens (Curator, ex officio). 

Contact us c/o the museum, or by email to enquiries@friendsofthewillis.org.uk 

 

Newsletter edited by John Hollands and proof read, duplicated and distributed by Derek Anthony 
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Chairman's Jottings by Derek Anthony 

Welcome to the Spring issue of our Newsletter.  I do hope that you have had a most enjoyable Easter break. 

First of all, two dates for your diary.  On the afternoon of Sunday 7th July this year's Summer outing will take 
us to the Roman city at Silchester where Professor Mike Fulford will lead a guided tour of this year's 
archaeological excavations.   

Secondly, this year it is our turn to arrange the FoWM versus the Friends of Alton Museum skittles match 
which will take place on the evening of Friday 4th October.  Come to one of our monthly meetings, telephone 
me on 01256 322073 or email derekganthony@btinternet.com for more information and to book a place. 

Recently your committee asked Jenny Stevens, the Willis Museum's Venue Manager, how individual Friends 
might help the Museum.  Please find below a summary of Jenny's reply. 

Individuals can help by: - 

*  becoming a Front-of-House volunteer at the Museum 
*  helping with specific initiatives such as visitor surveys 
*  becoming a Collections volunteer - helping with enquiries and auditing the “Story of Basingstoke” display                   
*  Going out to local societies and groups to give talks about the Museum 
*  Acting as an advocate for the Museum and Basingstoke local history 

If you are interested in any of the above and think that you might be able to help please do contact me (see 
above for contact details) for more information. 

Finally, I do hope that I will have the pleasure of welcoming you to one of our monthly meetings in the near 
future.  In May the talk is about "The Life and Times of the Duke of Wellington", in June we will hear some 
"Tales of the Unexpected" and in July "What really happened to Commander Crabb".  (Those of us over a 
certain age will remember his mysterious disappearance, underwater in Portsmouth Harbour and very close 
to a visiting Soviet warship.) 
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Hedgehog despatches, by Josie Wall 

Josie has sent these updates about the hedgehogs she wrote about in February,  

Mar 26 

Hi, this hog business is getting out of control! Believe it or not, four of them turned up this week almost 
together, probably “Grey II”, “Big”, a “Titch”, and a small one, almost the smallest we’ve seen. A big one 
came out of the feeding shelter and ran into the wee one, knocking him over, and then went back to his 
dinner!  

It’s about 7 pm when we begin to look out; we behave like Jack-in-the-Boxes. I must put small sticky labels 
on them. My pal dreamt about hedgehogs last night. People on the 55 bus get info from her about us and 
our hogs, and often they ask about them. It’s daft! 

April 16 

The hogs have been around continually and the other day I put out a shovel full on the dish in the food 
shelter. Then Mike also put a shovel full in the shelter, not knowing that I had done so, and we dashed out 
for a meeting. When we came back, we saw three hogs in the shelter. They had taken advantage of our 
more than usual generosity, and had left the dish clean. Later we saw the small hog being poked and 
followed around by the larger ones. Was this love or anger? They quite often have little flutters like this.  

We may have hoglets around later. 

The Basingstoke & Alton Light Railway Part 1, by Fred Kinge 

In the 40th anniversary edition of the Friends’ Newsletter, (February 2019), my attention was drawn to the 
article by Colin Williams about an accident on the Alton Light Railway, and more specifically to the name of 
the locomotive fireman involved.  Fireman Ernest Preston was married to my Grandfather’s sister Amelia. 
What conversations at family get togethers were about, I can only guess, as both my Grandfather Fred Kinge 
and his brother Harry were also enginemen based at Basingstoke and working over the Alton Light Railway.  

Mention of the Alton Light Railway brings back memories of a line remembered by very few nowadays.  
Demand for a railway from Basingstoke to Portsmouth had been voiced for many years, and in 1895 an 
attempt was made to obtain Parliamentary sanction for a railway from Basingstoke to Portsmouth via Alton, 
but it was thrown out because of the high cost of construction for what was unlikely to be a paying concern.  
The Great Western Railway, which had its own branch from Reading to Basingstoke, also had thoughts about 
a line to Portsmouth from Paddington.  In order to forestall this threat, the South Western Railway sought 
powers in 1897 under the new Light Railways Act of 1896 to build a line from Basingstoke to Alton. After an 
enquiry held in Basingstoke this project was given the official sanction and so became the first Light Railway 
to be built under the act.  The South Western also announced the start of construction on another new line 
between Alton and Portsmouth via the Meon Valley. 

But what was a Light Railway? By the end of the 19th century most main line railway routes had been built; 
therefore, Light Railways were authorised for rural areas suffering from economic decline, where the cost of 
a railway built to main line standards would be prohibitive.  The area between Basingstoke and Alton was a 
case in point with its inadequate transport that prevented agricultural produce from reaching markets. Light 
Railway Commissioners held powers over promoters of new railways, specifying mandatory low weight and  
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speed limits (20-25 mph) and permitting reduced engineering and operating requirements, thus allowing 
railway companies to build cheaper railways.   

Construction was started in September 1898 by the contractor Messrs Firbank who were simultaneously 
involved in major main line works for the South Western Railway which was quadrupling the track from 
Battledown to Basingstoke, enlarging the station and constructing a new down goods yard to the west of it. 
This involved the widening of Chapel Street Bridge to make a single long span over Chapel Street and Vyne 
Road.  Interestingly, the white tiles were used on the walls of the bridge on the insistence of Basingstoke 
Council. 

The ceremony of ‘cutting the first sod’ for the light railway was held in a field known as “Sixteen Acres”, 
about which the South Western Railway had approached the Town Council in 1871 for permission to 
purchase land for a new carriage and wagon works to replace the cramped existing site at Nine Elms, London. 
The Council refused permission and the works were subsequently built at Eastleigh.  Thornycroft built their 
works on the same site in 1898.  

During the construction of the line a 7th century Anglo-Saxon burial ground was unearthed near what became 
the site of Thornycroft’s works.  The grave contained a skeleton and several items that included an iron bowl 
with a handle, a spear, lance heads and some draughts. Chalk extracted from a site just south of Worting 
Road Bridge, (known to generations of local children as “The Dumps”, where many a happy hour would be 
spent climbing trees and sliding down the steep sides), was carried along the line to build up the foundations 
for the new down yard.   

Once the construction was completed the line started from its own bay on the south side of Basingstoke 
Station, and used an independent single track parallel to the down main line as far as half a mile west of the 
station where it turned south and started its twelve-and-a-half-mile course to Alton. Part way round the 
curve was a level crossing to serve the West Ham waterworks built in 1906 after the outbreak of typhoid in 
the town (at the present time the remains of the line stop just north of this crossing). Later a siding was put 
in at this point to serve a BP depot on the edge of King George’s playing field.  As the line progressed, it 
passed the swimming pool and over the West Ham Lane bridge. The line now straightened out to pass 
Thornycroft’s where a siding was put into the factory in 1898. Open ground to the right, was purchased by 
Thornycroft to provide a sports field and tennis courts at a later date.  The line then crossed the Winchester 
Road and soon afterwards came to the Viables level crossing, the scene of the accident described by Colin 
Williams, and so on to Alton. The intermediate stations were Cliddesden, Herriard and Bentworth & Lasham 
which all offered rudimental passenger facilities and a small goods yard. Unfortunately, these stations were 
located an inconvenient distance from the villages they served.  The line cost nearly £108,000 to build as 
opposed to an original costing of £67,000 (echoes of HS2!). 

The line opened on the 1st June 1901 without any celebrations.  At the start there were four trains each way. 
With a speed limit of 20mph later raised to 25mph, the trains took about 45mins to reach Alton from 
Basingstoke, with the price of the ticket around one shilling and six pence.  

Basingstoke provided the locomotives, mostly Adams 02 tank engines, running smoke box first to Alton and 
bunker first on the return. With sharp curves, steep inclines and many level crossings, some gated, some 
ungated, the line was difficult to operate.  In wet weather it was not unknown for a train to come to a 
standstill on one of the sharper curves or on the 1 in 60 gradient approaching Cliddesden, while on the first 
train of the day the slippery 1 in 50 Winslade Bank with its overhanging trees was a test for any engine man. 
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The line was closed at the end of 1916, and the rails were taken up and transported to France much to the 
relief of the enginemen at Basingstoke who were struggling with many troop trains and the enormous 
tonnage of military supplies carried to Southampton and to the many military camps in the south of England. 
Stubs were retained at both ends of the line, at the Alton end to serve Treloar’s Hospital, and in Basingstoke 
to serve Thornycroft’s which was fully engaged in the war effort, turning out many guns and ‘J’ type Lorries.  
The siding carried on under Worting Road Bridge to a WD hay dump which could accommodate a maximum 
of 25 wagons. (To be continued.) 

Convict Transportation to America, by Bob Clarke 

The joke about Australia is that most (white) Australians are descended from criminals. The same is true, 
albeit to a lesser extent, as far as America is concerned. Between 1718 and 
1776 some 52,000 British convicts were transported to America, mainly to 
Maryland and Virginia, to be sold as slaves to the highest bidder for periods 
ranging from seven years to life.  

Sarah Wilson was among those who were transported to America.  Sarah 
was an imposter and a fraudster. Beginning in her late teens Sarah 
wandered alone all over England, living on her wits, inventing new identities 
for herself, often as an aristocrat’s daughter with great powers of 
patronage, embroidering her story to suit different audiences in order to 
fool people into providing her with food and shelter, money and expensive 
clothes. A Coventry J.P. who interviewed Sarah in 1766 described her as 
‘The greatest Impostress of the present Age’. 

After four or five years on the road one of her crimes caught up with her. In 
1768 Sarah and her fellow convicts – a mixture of prostitutes, pickpockets 

and highwaymen – were chained together in the hold of a ship and sailed for Maryland.  In America she 
escaped from her master and began a new set of adventures. In Virginia and the Carolinas she was passed 
from one plantation house to another as an honoured guest in the guise of Queen Charlotte’s sister. She 
later moved north while still acting the part of a princess, and was in Boston when the Tea Party took place.   

I first met Sarah when I came across an account in an 18th century newspaper of a trick she played on a 
Surrey farmer. I later found another newspaper report about her adventures three years later in Wiltshire in 
1767 and realised it was the same person. This set me off on my quest for Sarah. I wanted to find out more 
about her to try to piece together her history.  

This involved searching for reports about her in British and American newspapers, examining the records of 
her committal and trial at the London Metropolitan Archives, and, finally, discovering letters she wrote in 
1777 that had lain in an American archive since 1814. In trying to envisage what Sarah experienced and the 
people she met, this involved me in researching contemporary accounts of travelling in England and America, 
conditions in Tothill Fields Bridewell, Newgate and on board a convict ship; trial records of the criminals she 
lived with in prison and on board the convict ship; British and American attitudes to convict transportation 
and the atmosphere in colonial America at the onset of the War of Independence. Sarah was said to have 
“sung and played the guitar to perfection”. This led me to discover one of the long-forgotten aspects of her 
times - the guitar craze of the 1760s! The more I researched, the more fascinating her story became.  

Sarah was a real-life Moll Flanders who created a remarkable series of different lives for herself on both sides 
of the Atlantic. Her story could form the basis of a terrific film. You can read all about her in my book, 
Impostress: The Dishonest Adventures of Sarah Wilson (The History Press). 
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Basingstoke Air Raid Precautions Post B1 (Burgess Rd), by Bob Applin 

Mary Oliver has recently been given a series of group photographs that were taken at the end of WW2 as an 
official record of part of the Civil Defence organisation in Basingstoke. Unfortunately, only one has the names 
of the participants and that is not the subject of this note. The photos have been provided by the family of 
Herbert Sterry Terrell (HST) the Senior Warden of post B1 which was situated in Burgess Rd. In the 
photograph below HST is the central figure in the first row with glasses. In the 1941Kelly’s directory he is 
recorded as living in Darlington Rd.  

 

Included in the collection is a report from the Hants & Berks Gazette of Friday 7th September 1945 of the 
celebration held to mark the disbandment of the post (57 column inches of 8 point text) written by Arthur 
Saunders the editor of the paper who was one of the principal guests. 

The celebration started with a Luncheon at the Baredown Hotel, Hook where the Mayor & Mayoress (Cllr & 
Mrs Alfred Kirk), Cllr WW Webber, the ARP Controller and others with the members of the post and their 
guests were treated to: - 

Cream of Tomato 
Roast Chicken and Bacon, Roast Potatoes & Marrow au Gratin 

Topsy Pudding & Rum Butter 
Cheese & Biscuits 

Ale & Minerals 
 Toasts and Speeches followed which were reported in almost word for word detail. Group photographs 
were taken and then the party, which had been transported to the Baredown in a Venture double-decker 
bus, boarded the bus to take them to Osterley Park Tube station. Petrol regulations prevented the bus going 
into central London.  
In London the group split up to find Tea and then attended the evening performance of George Black’s 
Musical Farce ‘Happy and Glorious’ at the London Palladium. 
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Getting back to Osterley at 10.45pm they were driven back to Basingstoke, during which time ‘sandwiches 
were handed round and from the upper deck there was the sound of singing and revelry’. 
Although not specifically stated, the members of the post were spending their ‘social fund’ (my assumption), 
and after the speeches a donation of £5-15s (about £250 today) was given to the Hampshire Association for 
the Care of the Blind. 
The photos will be deposited with the Hampshire Record Office and copies placed in the Willis Resources 
Room. Please let me know if you can identify anybody.                                                  

The Victoria County History, by guest contributor Jean Morrin, Joint VCH editor for 
Hampshire and Volunteer Leader. 

Founded in 1899 and originally dedicated to Queen Victoria, the VCH is an encyclopaedic record of England’s 
places and people from the earliest times to the present day. The VCH was originally founded as a private 
enterprise to promote the study of local history by publishing the history of every parish and town in each 
county to a standard plan: including the leading families, the Church of England and charities; in county 
volumes known as Red Books.  

Hampshire was completed in five volumes by 1912 most of which are available at www.british-history.ac.uk, 
as are other counties’ volumes from five years after publication. Since 
1933 the VCH has been based at the Institute of Historical research in 
the University of London. All publications are edited by Central Office 
in London. 

The style and content of rural and urban histories has evolved steadily 
since 1933 with modern volumes including the social and economic 
lives of ordinary people as well as the leading families. Religious 
History involves the study of Nonconformity, Roman Catholicism and 
other faiths as well as the Church of England. In 2012 the VCH was 
rededicated to Her Majesty the Queen. In addition to Red Books, the 

VCH produces Shorts, which are the history of individual parishes or urban areas and web resources. 

The New VCH Hampshire  

Established in 2008, the New VCH Hampshire is managed by a steering 
group representing Hampshire County Council, Hampshire Archives and 
Local Studies, Hampshire Field Club, Hampshire Archives Trust, The 
University of Winchester, the University of Portsmouth and the Historic 
Environment Record of Hampshire. The project is entirely self-financing 
by fund-raising, donations and book sales. 

The aim of the New VCH Hampshire is to write parish and urban histories 
in the modern VCH style, using volunteers, working with professional 

historians. New research began in Basingstoke and its surrounding rural parishes, as the town has been 
transformed since the original volumes were published. Four Shorts have been published. Mapledurwell by 
John Hare, Jean Morrin and  

Stan Waight, University of London, 2012; Steventon By Jean Morrin, University of London, 2016; Basingstoke: 
A Medieval Town, c1000-c1600 by John   
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Hare, University of 
London, 2018 and 
Cliddesden, Hatch and 
Farleigh Wallop by 
Alison Deveson and Sue 
Lane, University of 
London,  

More volumes will 
follow beginning with 
Penton Mewsey, 
followed by 
Basingstoke 1800-1925 
and Newnham and Up 
Nately with Nately 
Scures, Andwell and 

Hook. Volunteers research and write sections on settlement, 
landscape, buildings, population, manors and families, economic, social and cultural history, religious life 
and government from the Middle Ages to the present day. All work is based on primary sources studied in 
Hampshire Record Office, the National Archives, the estate archives of Oxford colleges and other record 
repositories. Each history gives all the references on which the research is based so anyone can personally 
continue and develop the research. 

VCH Hampshire is also working towards two new series Red Books. The first will be on the urban area of 
Basingstoke and the second on Old Basing, Steventon and the parishes to the east and south of Basingstoke. 

VCH Hampshire welcomes new volunteers to help us to write Hampshire’s History. If you are interested in 
volunteering, contact Dr Jean Morrin, jean.morrin@winchester.ac.uk 

VCH Website (free access for all) 

The VCH has a freely accessible website on which all active counties publish draft texts and news items. The 
website has a central office section explaining the policies of the VCH, the range of publications and the role 
of Central Office as editor of all published material. For VCH Hampshire, draft texts of sections of parish and 
urban histories intended for publication in Red Books or Shorts can be found and examined on the Hampshire 
section of the VCH website https://www.victoriacountyhistory.ac.uk/counties/hampshire   

[Also see it for synopses of the “Shorts” available so far. Editor] 

The VCH website also has a section called VCH Explore intended for use by schools and other interested 
people  https://www.victoriacountyhistory.ac.uk/explore/ 

where short articles about interesting local people, places and themes are published. Basingstoke items 
include the sanitary reports for 1866 in all their graphic detail; the Old Town Hall; Basingstoke before 
redevelopment; the Poor Law Union; the Agricultural Open Fields and Enclosure; Basingstoke Co-op; the 
Bungling Burglar of Basingstoke; schools, transport and riots. For Overton articles include the Poor Law, the 
Paper Mill and settlement of the town. For the parishes there are articles on notable local people such as 
Jane Austen at Steventon and on rectors, churches and schools. 
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The Explore site also has transcriptions typed in modern English of the census from 1851 to 1901 for each of 
the rural parishes surrounding Basingstoke and the 1851 census for Basingstoke; together with transcriptions 
of wills and inventories from 1500-1700 for some of the rural parishes and the urban area of Basingstoke, all 
designed for use by family historians and schools. 

The VCH Explore website: a personal view, by John Hollands 

As the number of Hampshire entries on this website grows, I visit it more and more often for three reasons: 
first because there is already so much material on it to attract anyone interested in the history of our area, 
not least the  appetite-whetting examples that Jean Morrin refers to above; secondly as  volunteer archivist 
at the Willis, I increasingly refer researchers to the website as a supplement to what can be found in our 
archives. 

A third reason relates to the members’ survey that I drew up on behalf of your committee and reported on 
in 2009. (If you were a member then you may recall responding to it.) One outcome was list of themes in 
priority order that the Friends of the day (including you, maybe) wanted greater emphasis given to when 
“The Time Tunnel” display is eventually re-vamped – something that has yet to be done, apart from The life 
and achievements of George Willis which was attended to when the Archaeology Gallery was re-vamped. 
Your committee continues to refer to the 2009 survey when putting a Friends’ point of view to the 
management.  

I will return to this matter below, but first, here is a little guidance on how to access the website. Please do 
visit it, or if you do not have a computer, I hope you can ask to show you what’s there. You won’t regret it. 

“Google” “VCH Explore” and it will take you to www.victoriacoutyhistoryac.uk/explore/ .  

On the home page you will see two things: a map of England with some counties marked in red, and the 
following list of themes each with a thumbnail illustration: settlement and topography; transport and 
communication; government and administration; trade and commerce; agriculture and industry.  

Click on a theme and you will be taken to a short and readable introductory essay – remember that schools 
are a main target audience - and to a list of what might be called “sub-themes”. For example, the “sub-
themes” under “administration” are: The Manor; The Parish; Boroughs and Charters; Public buildings; 
Welfare and Poor Relief; Schools. Click on one of these, and you will again find an introductory essay, this 
time followed by a list of “theme items” or actual entries drawn from every active county. Thus, you can find 
an entry on Basingstoke’s old town hall (now the Willis), and in the same list entries on town halls in other 
counties, potentially a useful tool for making comparisons. 

Going back to the map on the Home Page, click on a county coloured red, and you will be taken to all the 
current entries on that county. Not all counties are coloured red at present because they do not have an 
active website yet, whilst some that do have only a few entries, whereas Hampshire, as Jean Morrin’s article 
explains, is a pioneer in the field, so it has one of the highest numbers - no less than 203 at my time of writing 
(Mid-April), but as it is being added to all the time, there may be more by the time you read this.  What’s 
more to our great good fortune all the articles to date have been on the Basingstoke and Deane area. 

The 203 (or more) entries are in more or less random order; this I take to be the order in which they have 
been uploaded by the various compilers, each working in his or her own particular field. At my time of writing 
there are 21 pages of them with 10 entries to each full page. You could try a serendipity approach: scroll 
through them all, and pick out ones that seize your attention. Otherwise you can use the search box and 
enter a theme name from the list mentioned above to see all the entries relating to that theme, or just enter 
your own search term. 
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Once you have opened an entry you will again be taken to a short introductory essay, followed by links to 
so-called “assets”, to help you explore the subject in greater depth. Assets may include a more detailed essay 
on the subject, or various illustrations. I’ll mention one or two examples when looking at how the VCH 
material relates to the order of preference list of themes that resulted from our survey.  

Often you will see the names of the compilers of the articles or the suppliers of the “Assets”, and many of 
them you will know as the names of Friends. (Some of the underlying research was done at the Willis, not 
just by Friends but also by compilers who are not members of our association.) 

How then does the VCH material relate to the themes that our 2009 survey suggested should be given more 
coverage in the Time Tunnel? Using the terms employed in the survey, the top three chosen by Friends were 
(1) “Basingstoke as a communications centre”; (2) The gradual industrialisation of the town, and (3) Local 
buildings whether old, recent or destroyed, e.g. The Holy Ghost Chapel, local churches, Church Cottage, The 
Vyne, Goldings, almshouses, The Anvil Theatre (and many more!). (Had there been a VCH website in 2009, I 
could have used its list of themes instead.)  

1. Basingstoke as a communications hub: Make “Transport and communications” or just “Roads” your 
keyword and you will get to “Basingstoke Road Transport 1700 to 2013. The “assets” here are a detailed 
essay subject, and reproductions of a nineteenth century advertisement for the Angel Inn (that used to face 
the Town Hall across the Market Place) and another for “The Basingstoke and Odiham Coach”. You will also 
be taken to the Basingstoke Local Carrier network, 1828 - 1952; where the “assets” include a graph showing 
the number of services and routes served over the years as well as a photo of a steam powered light delivery 
van built by Wallis and Steevens in 1909. 

The keyword “Railways” will take you to a brief article entitled The two railway stations of Basingstoke, 1839-
1932, and “assets” that include several photos, and a statistical table that shows that passengers use of 
Basingstoke station increased more than six-fold from 1949 to 2012.  

For all the above we have our member Derek Spruce to thank.  

You are also referred to articles in which roads and railways are mentioned in passing. As yet there is no 
main article on the Basingstoke Canal, but this is an on-going project and we will doubtless see one in due 
course. In fact if you visit the other website that Jean Morrin has referred to above, and click on “Work in 
progress” you will see that Derek is actually preparing material on this subject for Volume 2 of the Hampshire 
New Series, so I guess that we shall also have him to thank for something on the canal for “Explore”. 

 If you have followed the “Transport and Communications” theme route, you will also be directed to some 
very interesting material on the history of Basingstoke Post Office. 

The gradual industrialisation of the town: There is good material on Wallis and Steevens, and Thornycroft, 
(both `by Bob Clarke) and also about Portals, whilst the search term “Industry” will also take you to the full 
listing of local people on the 1851 and 1881 censuses, with occupations. There is a detailed commentary on 
the former by Bob Applin. (You will probably be fascinated by this resource for other reasons, too.) 

Buildings of note: The Holy Ghost Chapel is well covered, (by Debbie Reavell) and St Michael’s (by Mary 
Oliver) whilst many other churches past and present both in the town and the wider Basingstoke and Deane 
area, are equally well covered historically, architecturally and as part of the religious community.  Turning to 
modern buildings there is an informative essay on The Anvil with photos and plans as assets. 

So, if and when the Time Tunnel is re-vamped to give improved coverage to themes that the Friends in 2009 
identified as important, much of the background work needed to bring about this development will already 
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have been done in the making of this website, and the other new VCH material, much of it by Friends or 
others who are well-disposed towards the Willis.  

One further point: it was suggested in the 2009 survey that inter-active touch screen equipment for the use 
of visitors could play an important part in helping to present these themes in the limited space we have 
available, as is done at Reading Museum. The way they would be presented on this equipment would be 
broadly similar to the way the same information is being presented on the VCH website. Food for thought 
here, don’t you think?  

We are very privileged to have had all this “free to use” material made available in this way, and I urge you 
to make use of this opportunity, and get into the habit of making frequent visits to the VCH Explore and 
County websites. 

A copy of the 2009 survey has been left at the Cafe Willis for you to see on request or I will be pleased to send 
you a copy by email. 

Your attention is drawn to a Roll of Honour 

You pass the Roll of Honour as you climb the main staircase to our meetings. 
On it are the names of seven men and one woman who were killed on active 
service during World War 2, five in the RAF, and one each in the RN and the 
Fleet Air Arm. The woman was killed whilst serving in the ATS. Where has it 
come from and why is it at the Willis? 

Look beneath the arched top of the board (See next page) and you will see a 
logo that looks rather like an RAF badge; in the centre is a circle encloses the 
letters “KBB”. In fact, this memorial came from the Winchester Road factory of 
Kelvin, Bottomly and Baird, a company set up in the 1930s to make navigational 
instruments for aircraft and ships, I guess, that explains the services the men 
chose. (Look for the aerial views of the factory in the Archaeology Gallery.) 

 

How did it get to the Willis? It was put up in the factory’s reception area where it stayed when the company 
was taken over by Smith’s Instruments. But factory buildings tend to be short-lived, and this one was 
demolished in the 1990s when part of Smith’s site was sold. It was moved to another of the company’s 
Winchester Road buildings where it remained until 2006 when that, too was demolished, after Smith’s had 
been taken over by Meggitt PLC trading under the name of Vibro-Meter in Jay’s Close.  

Fortunately, Smith’s maintenance engineers Les Ward and Gordon Cameron moved on to Vibro-Meter, and 
with them went the Roll of Honour. But no proper place was found for it this time, so they kept in their 
workshop. With Les about to retire in 2010 it looked as though the memorial could just become a forgotten 
piece of wood in a workshop corner – not a very safe existence.  So, after discussions with other former 
Smith’s employees Les and his colleague decided to hand it over to the Willis. George Willis would have been 
pleased.  As he put it giving precious local objects to a museum saves them from “the vicissitudes of changing 
ownership” and makes them “available for public examination.”  In fact, not until after it came to the Willis, 
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did this memorial become known to the Imperial War Museum and consequently recorded on the National  
Inventory of War Memorials, www.ukniwm.co.uk  

Please tell if the names on this Roll of Honour are known to you personally.  

Refs: Memorial finds a permanent Home, Basingstoke Gazette 26 July 2010, George Willis on the Basingstoke 
Museum, Friends’ newsletter, May 2011. 

What’s on at the Willis 

Now until May 25: Inspire. Diverse exhibition by WBNH Open Studio artists, featuring glass, sculpture, print, textiles, 
traditional crafts and painting. Also, amazing work by QMC students working with artist, Valentina Tikhonova. 
Basingstoke Gallery.  
Now until June 12: Elizabeth Blackadder, from the artist’s studio. A celebration of the exceptional career of one of 
our most distinguished living artists, showing the breadth and variety of her work. Sainsbury Gallery 
June 1 – July 6: Colours of rocks: Small abstract paintings by local artist Junko O’Neill using traditional Japanese 
paints. Basingstoke Gallery 
(During the latter part of July and the earlier part of August, the Basingstoke Gallery will be used for a series of 
workshops. Details will be announced on the museum website.) 
June 20: Friends’ event: Tales of the unexpected, part 1, by Alan Copeland. 7.30 pm in the Archaeology Gallery A 
miscellany of “truth is stranger than fiction” stories. Topics include the early days of motoring, the dark days of the 
war, bread, churches, heroes and fascinating buildings! 
June 21, 5.30 – 8.30: I grew up in the 80s and Basingstoke Festival launch event. Exhibition preview, 80s music, 
fashion, film, drinks and much more. Adults £15, under 16s, £10, under 5s free. Family £35. Tickets available soon. On-
line booking. Sainsbury Gallery 
June 22 – Sept 21: I grew up in the 80s. More than 200 iconic objects from this decade offer the perfect opportunity to 
wallow in nostalgia. Sainsbury Gallery 
July 7: Friends’ afternoon visit to Silchester for a guided tour of the excavations with Prof. Mike Fulford. Further 
details to be announced shortly.  
July 18: Friends’ event: Cdr Crabb: what really happened, by Dr John Bevan. 7.30 pm in the Archaeology Gallery. 
Expert analysis of the circumstances surrounding the disappearance of Cdr Crabb during a spying mission under a 
Russian warship in Portsmouth Harbour in 1956. 
Aug 24 – Sept 28: The White Building: Celebrating the 80th birthday of Basingstoke’s much-admired former Eli Lilly 
building that’s now being converted into 96 stylish apartments. 
Sept 19: Friends’ event: Museum life from Australia to Hampshire, by Rebekah Waite. 7.30 pm in the Archaeology 
Gallery. Rebekah, the Head of Culture Hubs for HCT who often works at the Willis will tell about her experiences in both 
countries. 

What’s on at the BAHS 

There will be meetings on the following dates at Church Cottage, starting at 7.30 pm. Admission is free to members, 
and for non-members the charge is £3.00 

June 14: Excavations at Datchett, by Gareth Chaffey, Wessex Archaeology 
There are no meetings in July and August.  
September 18: Details not yet available 


