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Friends of the Willis Museum 

Newsletter, September 2019 
                  

Seen by Friends on July 7th: archaeologists from Reading University hard at work on the baths area at 

Calleva Atrebatum. 

“The Friends” was founded in 1978 “to promote, support and improve the Willis 

Museum.” 

Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month for ten months of the year, and other events are 

arranged from time to time. Registered Charity no 280406 

Annual subscription £10. Visitor for one meeting £2 

Your committee: Derek Anthony (Chairman), Shelagh le Marechal (Secretary) Howard Ray (Treasurer and 
Membership Secretary), Alistair Craig (Website), John Hollands (Publicity and Newsletter), David Wickens 

(Programme Secretary), Jenny Stevens (Curator, ex officio) 
 Contact us c/o the Museum or by email to enquiries@friendsofthewillis.org.uk 

Newsletter edited by John Hollands, and proof read, duplicated and distributed by Derek Anthony 

mailto:enquiries@friendsofthewillis.org.uk
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Chairman’s jottings, by Derek Anthony 

    Welcome to the Autumn issue of our Newsletter.  I do hope that you enjoyed the summer programme of 

monthly meetings - "The Life and Times of the Duke of Wellington", "Tales of the Unexpected" and 

"Commander Crabbe - What really Happened".  For those who weren't able to join us for our Summer Outing 

to the archaeological excavations at Silchester you can read all about it in this Newsletter.                          

     I have one piece of sad news for you.  The family of FoWM member Michael Rogers recently informed us 

that Michael died on the 19th July.  Our thoughts are with Michael's family at this difficult time. 

    I next want to draw your attention to our Annual General Meeting, which will take place on Thursday 

October 17th, at the beginning of that month's evening meeting.  A good show of support at the AGM makes 

all the difference to those who are elected to take the Association forward over the following 12 months.  

You will receive a formal invitation to the AGM, details of how to nominate members to the committee and 

other related papers.  We are still in need of more committee members so please do think carefully about 

whether you might be able to join the committee.  If you want to talk about what is involved please don't 

hesitate to contact me by telephone on 01256 322073 or by emailing derekganthony@btinternet.com 

    Our biennial skittles match with the Friends of the Curtis Museum will take place on Friday 4th October.  

Anyone interested in joining the fun will find details in this Newsletter. 

     Finally, I would like to thank everyone who has renewed their subscription to the "Friends" and, by doing 

so, has demonstrated their support for the Willis Museum.  At the same time, I would like to thank everyone 

who completed and returned their questionnaire.  Your answers will be very helpful when planning for the 

future of the "Friends". 

Membership Questionnaire, June 2019: your responses, by Howard Ray    

    In June, when you were invited to renew your membership, we asked you to complete and return a very 

simple questionnaire.  

    There were two objectives for this exercise: 

1. Ascertain why you joined the Friends and maintain your membership. 

2. Ascertain who might be willing to assist us with various aspects of our role as a Friend of the Willis 

Museum.  

    We were delighted to receive responses from 85% of our current Membership but disappointed that 13 

of you chose not to respond and even tell us why you were a member.  
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    A huge majority of you (85%) told us that attending the monthly meetings was the reason for your 

maintaining your membership. In fact, ten of you (13%) said that this was the only reason for you 

maintaining your membership. In many respects this is worrying as the provision of talks is only one part of 

our objectives. The major objectives are associated with supporting the Museum in a number of practical 

ways.  

    Between 55% and 65% of the respondents indicated that “Providing Financial Support to the Museum”, 

being “Kept informed about the Museum” and “Receiving the Friends Newsletter” were further reasons for 

maintaining their membership. Only 10% of respondents mentioned “volunteering” and “other reasons” as 

reasons for their membership. 

    A really positive aspect of this exercise was the number of offers (or potential offers) of help we received, 

over and above those who already provide their services as Committee members or Museum Volunteers. 

These included: 

1. Two offers to join the Committee. 

2. Four offers to help with the running of the monthly meetings. 

3. Seven offers to consider daytime volunteering at the Museum. 

4. Ten offers to consider helping to promote the Museum to outside organisations. 

5. Eight offers to consider helping with updating the Time Tunnel. 

6. Twelve offers to write something for the Newsletter. 

    All these will be followed up by a member of the Committee in due course. We are most grateful for your 

interest.  

    Finally, many of you provided additional thoughts and comments which have been shared with the 

Committee. Many thanks to you all for your input. 

The Friends visit Calleva Atrebatum, by Derek Anthony 

 

Friends gather to meet Professor Fulford at the Archaeologists’ base 

On Sunday 7th July seventeen members and their guests visited this year's archaeological excavations at the 

Roman city of Calleva Atrebatum near the village of Silchester.  Their visit was hosted by Professor Mike  
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 Fulford of Reading University, lead archaeologist at the 

excavations and the speaker at the FoWM monthly meeting in 

October 2018. 

    This year's excavations are a continuation of the 2018 "dig", 

concentrating on the Roman bathhouse complex part of which 

dates to the reign of Emperor Nero (AD54 - AD68) and which 

was extended and re-modelled over the following three 

centuries. 

Left: Professor Fulford passes round a small find for close 

examination. 

    Mike explained how the city had been extensively excavated 

in the early 20th century and how modern techniques are now 

adding to and modifying what had been learnt about life under 

the Romans as a result of the earlier excavations. 

    The Friends' group were shown the remains of a tepidarium, 

a caldarium, and a colonnaded area, all part of the Roman city, 

as well as an Iron Age ditch, part of an extensive pre-Roman settlement. 

    In addition to substantial brick and tile structures the 70 strong team under Mike's direction had also 

uncovered animal bones and a number of small personal items such as hair pins, brooches and coins which 

the Friends were fascinated to see. 

    After visiting the "dig" many of the Friends and their guests drove into Silchester to the Methodist Church 

Hall where they enjoyed a cream tea and the chance to talk over their experiences earlier in the afternoon. 

A new website for Hampshire Archives Trust, www.hampshirearchivestrust.co.uk,            
by David Wickens 

 
    During May I attended a reception in Winchester for the 
launch of the new HAT (Hampshire Archives Trust) 
website. 
    HAT identified in 2018 that a new website would play a 
key role in improving its profile and its communication 
with members, and in furthering the Trust’s objectives 
including facilitating the saving of historic material at risk, 
the preserving and cataloguing of existing archives, and in 
helping easier and wider access to archives by the general 
public.   

    It has been a major undertaking, and a team of Trustees reviewed the objectives of the Trust and identified 
the way forward for the website to define the extent of the content and to produce an easily navigable menu. 
    The main sections are divided into an introductory home page, introduction to Archives, sections covering 
events and meetings, membership, grants and the HAT organisation. The Archives section includes case 
studies from Hampshire, several of which are funded by HAT grants, and hopefully these will stimulate more 
applications for grants. 
    The evening included several short talks by local groups that had been given grants by HAT to help them 
set up their archives on local history. The talks were entitled:  
 
Local history, pure and simple – the East Meon experience. 
Local archives & networks - Milford’s experience. 
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Keeping it local: challenges & opportunities for local history archives. 
 
    HAT arranges visits for members to local sites and villages, and recently there were visits to Southwick, 
Alton Abbey and Odiham Castle. 
    They also publish information about new additions to their records received from local societies and 
organisations and specific to Basingstoke are: - 
County Series Ordnance Survey maps of the Basingstoke Canal plans. 
Early maps of Basingstoke.  
 
HAT Quote: - 
“We are a one-stop window on Hampshire archives, a treasure-house of stories about one of the historically 
richest counties in England” 
 
Do visit the new website and try it out for yourselves. 
 
Editor’s note: Please remember that your association is a corporate member of HAT, and that you are therefore eligible 

to take part in the events and outings. The accounts of the recent outings that David has referred to may well whet your 

appetite. The case studies are also most interesting, and include a fascinating personal discovery about the crew of the 

Titanic.  Remember, too, that you can read the Trust’s journal in the Archaeology Gallery.  

The Basingstoke – Alton Light Railway, part 2, by Fred Kinge 

(Part One in our May issue records the early history of the line up to its closure during World War One when 

the track was taken up for re-use in France.) 

    At the end of World War1 the local population expected that the Basingstoke and Alton re-opening would 

soon follow, after all the line was only temporarily closed as part of the war effort. But this did not prove to 

be the case, however, and rumour had it that the company was not intending to re-open the line.  During the 

war the railways came under government control and now at the end of the conflict rolling stock and track 

were worn out.  The future looked uncertain and the government was considering nationalisation or 

amalgamations.  Eventually, amalgamations were proposed so that the companies were amalgamated into 

four major groups, the London South Western Railway becoming a part of the Southern Railway on the 1st 

January 1923.  

    In the last year of peace, the receipts were put at £1,232.00 whilst the cost of operating the line had been 

£5,400.00. The railway at this time [ after the war] was still running a lorry from Basingstoke to Herriard to 

collect the milk churns that it had instigated when the line was closed.  In the countryside passenger and 

goods services were moving from carriers’ horse-drawn vans to petrol-engined vehicles, but many trips to 

Basingstoke were still slow and infrequent. Availability of large numbers of ex-military lorries at knock down 

prices were starting to be seen on the roads, driven by ex-servicemen who had been taught both to drive and 

service them. As an example, a re-conditioned Thornycroft J type could be purchased for about a quarter of 

the new price (Thornycroft had produced 5,000 J types during the war).  Bus services in the area were very 

sparse and served the villages only on certain days. Mobility of Andover did start a service from Alton to 

Andover, via Basingstoke in 1921 carrying passengers and parcels three days a week, but was short lived, 

ending in 1922.  

    It was against this background that the company wanted to close the previously loss- making line, so in 

1923 the newly formed Southern Railway presented a bill to Parliament seeking powers to abandon the line. 

This immediately provoked active opposition led by Basingstoke MP Sir Arthur Holbrooke and prominent land 

owners, among them Major F Jervoise of Herriard Park, and Major General Sir George Jeffries of Burkham 

House, Bentworth; together with farmers, traders and public bodies they organised a petition. The result of 
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an ensuing three-day hearing was that the company bowed to public opinion and agreed to re-open the line 

subject to the position being reviewed in ten years’ time if the line was still making a loss. The MP sounded a 

cautious note by stating that now that the residents were going to get their railway back, it was up to them 

to use it. Over the next 18 months two gangs were employed to re-open the line, one to clear six years of 

undergrowth and one to re-lay the track. 

 

In their Sunday best in 1912: Three locomotive men who worked on the Light Railway, Harry Kinge, the 

author’s Great Uncle (left) who is mentioned in this article, Ernest Preston (centre), and Fred Kinge, the 

author’s Grandfather (right). Fred Kinge and Ernest Preston are mentioned in part one of this article in the 

May newsletter, and Ernest Preston was also referred to in Colin Williams’s article “Whoa, mate! There’s a 

horse on the front.” 

    With no official ceremony the service re-commenced on Monday 18th August, 1924. The two-coach train 

left Basingstoke carrying the divisional commercial manager of the Southern Railway and including several 

land owners among the other passengers.  The train was headed by Adams 02 class tank engine no. E234, 

driven by Mr. William Hudson, who had been the fireman on the first train in 1901.      

    The fireman was Albert Willett and guard H Tiller, all of Basingstoke.  Although it was a low-key send-off, it 

made front page headlines in the Daily Sketch, but it was pointed out that the Union Jack was hoisted upside 

down by a small group of residents at Cliddesden.  

    To reduce costs no station masters were appointed and the line was worked under the supervision of Mr 

Gabriel, the Basingstoke Station Master, for which he was awarded an increase in salary from £360.00 to 

£400.00 per annum to supervise Cliddesden, Herriard and Bedworth and Lasham.  In 1924 a siding was 

provided near the Water Works to serve the BP depot being established on the edge of King George’s playing 
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field.  From 1924 to 1928 the line sank back into obscurity. Soon after the re-opening it became obvious that 

the service was no better than before.  The only passing loop at Herriard had not been replaced and the line 

became single throughout; also, some of the level-crossing gates were replaced by cattle grids.  There were 

only three trains each way between 10.15.am and 4.25pm, two of which took one hour to complete.  Farmers 

complained, and pressed for an earlier service to connect with the London trains at Basingstoke for the 

transport of milk, as Lasham alone was sending thirty churns, and this was in fact resolved by the introduction 

of an earlier train.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An O2 class locomotive. One has been preserved by the Isle of Wight Steam Railway 

    So had the character of the line changed, now that it had re-opened? My Grandfather, who had fired to 

George Pheby (he had been Mayor of Basingstoke in 1924-1925 and had done so much good work for the 

Southern Railway Orphanage at Woking), recalled that it was still a difficult line with the first train of the day 

requiring careful handling when running through the wooded sections of the line to prevent slipping to a halt 

on damp rails covered in leaves.  Also, a sharp lookout was needed now that the gates had been removed 

from some of the crossings. From the fireman’s point of view, difficulty was had keeping the water level in 

the boiler as the engine went over the summit of the many inclines. One summer Grandfather recalled taking 

a train of St. Michael’s Sunday school children on an outing to Herriard Park for the day.  Working the local 

goods train was totally different, making its leisurely way between the various goods yards.  There was always 

time for a game of cricket with staff and locals in the yard at Cliddesden.  At one yard wagon tarpaulins would 

be lent out over night to farmers in return for a couple of rabbits.  Once whilst driving a passenger train he 

had to stop to let the Hampshire hunt cross the line.   

    On 2nd July 1927, the Venture Bus Company started a service between Basingstoke and Alton on Tuesdays, 

which by early 1928 became a daily service. This was the final nail in the coffin and by 1930 consideration 

was given to closing the line.  An incident that occurred in 1928 brought back memories of the accident at 
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Viables level crossing, when a Mr Heaney was driving a new lorry over the private crossing linking the main 

Thornycroft Factory with the land opposite that it had acquired in 1919, as the train from Alton was 

approaching.  The locomotive struck the lorry hard, leaving Mr Heaney just holding onto the steering wheel. 

It is said that the locomotive arrived at Basingstoke Station with the radiator adorning the buffers. 

     Then in 1928, the line gained immortality when Gainsborough pictures descended on the line to film The 

Wrecker. The screenplay which was written by Bernard Merivale and Arnold Ridley (Godfrey in Dad’s Army) 

was about the rivalry between a bus company and a railway in which the former did its best to wreck several 

trains.  Various locations on the Southern Railway were used for filming, but by far the biggest and best scene 

was on the Light Railway.  

    The Railway sold the Film Company a complete train comprising of an old ex- South Eastern Railway Stirling 

4-4-0 tender engine, number A148, painted grey and lettered “United Coast Lines” on the tender and six 

elderly bogie coaches.  For several days a large number of workmen were engaged on preparing the site, and 

erecting scaffolding for cameras, including a dummy haystack to house photographers and their cameras.  An 

area was set up nearby to cater for all the logistics needed to accommodate a large number of people 

including erecting a large marquee. On Sunday 19th August 1928 an accident was staged near Lasham.  At the 

crash site the track was undermined, a Foden steam lorry supplied by Wrights contractors of Alton was driven 

on to the crossing loaded with 5 tons of ballast plus a charge of dynamite to make the collision as spectacular 

as possible. On the Sunday morning a special train visited the site with Railway and Gainsborough officials on 

board. The rehearsals started at 6am with the actual crash timed for 1pm.  At precisely 1pm the train was set 

in motion by driver J Brown and fireman G Goodright of Guildford.  When the train reached 10 miles an hour, 

the crew jumped off the footplate, and the train accelerated down the incline and crashed into the lorry on 

the crossing causing a massive explosion which could be heard nearly a mile away.  The engine then ploughed 

on for several yards eventually falling over on its side whilst two coaches piled into the air.  

     Later that afternoon a grim rescue scene was played out before petrol was poured onto the train and set 

on fire, completing the final scene.  After this, everyone adjourned to the marquee where refreshments were 

provided for 200 people.  To clear the line of wreckage so that normal service could be resumed the next day, 

two breakdown trains, one from Nine Elms London and one from Eastleigh were in attendance with one 

breakdown train in front and the other at the rear of the wreckage.  My Great Uncle Harry Kinge well 

remembered being on the footplate of a ‘Black Motor’ tender locomotive attached to the rear breakdown 

train.  He and his fireman Bob Stagg were frequently on the line in the late 20s and early 30s.  The line was 

cleared by 10am the next day for the first passenger train, the 3.25pm from Basingstoke to Alton.  The railway 

earned £6,000 - £7,000 for the operation, the most the line ever achieved in its working life! 

    After this excitement the line settled back to its normal life.  Milk traffic continued to be important. Milk 

churns from Bentworth and Lasham and Herriard were still conveyed to Waterloo by the first train of the day, 

but freshness could be a problem as the journey took up to seven and a half hours.  By 1930 consideration 

was given to closing the line, and with little objection all agreed that there was no other course of action.  

Even so during the construction of the Basingstoke By-Pass in 1932 a bridge was built over Viables crossing, 

the site of the previous accident in 1911, and at the request of the Railway Company this bridge was built 

wide enough to accommodate two tracks - somewhat surprising, in view of the imminent closure to 

passenger traffic.   

    The line closed to passengers on 12th September 1932, the last train leaving Alton at 7.30pm with one 

passenger on board. The track was then taken up between Lasham and Treloars Hospital, which continued 

to be rail served until the 1960s.   Only the weekly goods train continued between Basingstoke and Bentworth 
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and Lasham [ Did it serve the intermediate stations?] The final train ran on 31st May 1936, in charge of driver 

Willian Hudson and fireman Stan Barton.  

    The track lifting began in 1937 from Bentworth and Lasham towards Basingstoke and had progressed as far 

as Herriard when once again Gainsborough pictures descended onto the line, to film Oh, Mr Porter starring 

the comedy trio Will Hay, Moore Marriott and Graham Moffatt.  The story was set on what purported to be 

the fictional Southern Railway of Northern Ireland and in it the incompetent Station Master (Will Hay) and 

his staff defeat a gang of gun runners.  The scenes were filmed at Cliddesden which was transformed into 

“Buggleskelly”; the station was enlarged, a signal box was built, and a false tunnel was constructed in a near-

by cutting, and a temporary small town grew up with marquees erected for film staff, studios and workshops. 

Among the many actors were local people employed as extras.  Three old locomotives were provided by the 

Southern Railway, including an Adams X6 Class 4-4-0 number 657 which was shedded at Basingstoke at that 

time, and  the star of the show No.2 of the Kent and East Sussex light railway, an 1899 built 2-4-0 tank engine 

with a rather tall chimney which was fitted with a spiked top to give it a humorous and ancient appearance, 

and re-named Gladstone.  The arrival of the film crew in June 1937 caused much excitement locally; actors 

could be seen moving between film sites. Moore Marriott stayed at The Red Lion and could be seen driving 

to Cliddesden in his car in full make up, doffing his hat as he passed by, while Will Hay stayed at the Swan 

Hotel, Alton.  

 
  

  March 23rd 1963: The Rambling Rose special has paused to allow its passengers to disembark outside the 

Thornycroft factory on the left. The Worting Road bridge is in the background. This is a push-pull train. The 

M7 locomotive has pushed it to this spot from behind and will the haul it back to Basingstoke station. 

    The main line was used for other sequences including the stretch between Popham tunnels and 

Basingstoke, with some scenes shot at the West Goods Yard at Basingstoke.  A lady who had just moved to 

Basingstoke and occupied a house in Winchester Road wondered what sort of Railway Basingstoke had when 
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she looked out of her window and saw a cloud of black smoke and underneath the ancient Gladstone with its 

tall chimney hissing and wheezing as it made its way to Cliddesden.  The film took two months to complete.   

    Directly after the film was finished, the demolition which had reached Herriard continued towards 

Basingstoke.  Once completed at the end of 1937 it left the Thornycroft siding terminating in stock blocks just 

south of the Worting Road Bridge.  Due to expansion at Thornycrofts, a private siding was added on the 

opposite side of the line in May 1949.  The BP siding was removed in the early 1960s, whilst in September 

1961 the bridge that had carried the line over Winchester Road was demolished, much to the relief of drivers 

of high vehicles. Then on March 23rd 1963 the Railway Enthusiast Club ran the Rambling Rose special over the 

Thornycroft siding as far as Worting Road Bridge.  In 1967 the Thornycroft siding was closed so ending the 

saga of the Basingstoke and Alton Light Railway. 

    The only tangible evidence left of the line at the Basingstoke end is the stop block on the line just north of 

the Waterworks crossing and a short section of track in the middle of Viables roundabout near to the site of 

the accident in 1911.  

Not a chandelier: your attention is drawn to an historic light fitting, by John Hollands 

    You get a close view of this light fitting on the way to our meetings. People often call it a “chandelier” but 

that is incorrect. The Hampshire volume of the buildings of England: (or “Pevsner”), uses its correct name 

when describing it as an extravagant gilded gasolier with dolphins and lights supported on volutes.  

    So, before conversion to electricity it was used for gas lighting, not candles. If it had been a chandelier the 

lights would point upwards. 

    The gasolier has hung over the stairwell since the early 1990s but it has been in the building far longer. It 

was, in fact, one of three, and Friends who are long-standing residents of Basingstoke may remember it and 

its two companions in their original location.  Old pictures of the town hall interior show them hanging from 

the three elegant blue ceiling mouldings that we see above our heads at our meetings in the Archaeology 

Gallery. When this gallery’s mezzanine floor was inserted in the 1980s, the gasoliers had to be taken down 

for the obvious reason that a light fitting that hangs down 9 feet is unsuitable for a ceiling that’s 12 feet high, 

as this ceiling now became. So, helped by funding from our association, this surviving example was re-

installed above the stairwell. To get it there a scaffolding tower had to be erected, and the ceiling had to be 

strengthened to hold its ¾ hundredweight weight.  

    Though the incandescent gas mantle is more recent, gasoliers themselves have a long history, almost as 

long as that of gas lighting itself, so how old is this one?  I haven’t discovered when gas lighting was installed 

in our building, but the Town Hall was completed in 1833, whilst the Basingstoke Gas Company’s works 

started supplying the town in 1834, and from the outset the company offered gas for indoor lighting as well 

as street lighting, provided the subscriber paid for the gas pipes inside the building concerned. Surely the 

Corporation would have wanted to show how up-to-date they were by having their new building lit by gas at 

the earliest opportunity, whilst the Gas Company must have been just as keen to light this prestigious public 

building. Could the Town Hall have been lit by gas, therefore, as soon as the supply became available? Were 

gas pipes in anticipation at the time of building? It is known that opening of the Gas Works was celebrated 

by a grand dinner in the Town Hall, so is it too fanciful to suggest that the guests could have dined by the light 

of these three gasoliers? 

    As for their conversion for electric lighting, again I do not know when, but could this have happened in or 

soon after 1913 when the Basingstoke Electricity Company started production? No doubt the Corporation 

would again have wanted to be among the first users of this new power source. 

 



 

P
ag

e1
1 

 

      A letter preserved in the museum archives suggests that our gasolier resembles French made light fittings 

at Hackwood Park where Lewis Wyatt, the designer of our building, was of course the estate architect. Photos 

I have examined of rooms at Hackwood Park show chandeliers not gasoliers, but there is certainly a similarity 

of style, so perhaps they did all come from the same manufacturer, and maybe our gasoliers was chosen for 

the Town Hall by Lewis Wyatt himself.    

    How were the town hall’s gasoliers lit and extinguished every day, given how high they were above the 

town hall floor originally? I have been told that each gasolier could be lowered by a winch mechanism. How 

can the light bulbs be changed on the surviving gasoliers now? The answer is the same: there is a winch 

mechanism in the loft that can lower it right down to the bottom of the stairwell. Marian Spencer, the longest-

serving member of the Willis’s staff has seen this done, but says it has only had to be done once so far thanks 

to the longevity of the modern long-life bulbs.   

    Do take a good look at the gasolier the next time you are at the Willis. Perhaps it will be the first time that 

you notice a round hole in each branch; this is where the gas taps used to be. And if you can add detail to this 

brief history, or challenge my suppositions or correct any errors, please let me know in time for the next 

newsletter. 

What’s on at the Willis 

Please note: Special events related to the exhibitions will be announced from time to time on the Willis 

Museum website, and notified whenever possible to the Friends’ email group. Details of the 2020 exhibition 

programme have not yet been made public. 

Now until Sept 28: The White Building: the past 80 years: pictorial timeline of the construction, use, 

dereliction and renovation of this iconic former Eli Lilly UK Headquarters, supported by oral history 

recollections by former employees. Basingstoke Gallery 
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Sept 24-Jan 11 2020: Lucian Day: living design: a celebration of the life and work of one of the most influential 

British designers of the post-war generation, featuring patterns for furnishings and dress fabrics, table linens, 

carpets, wallpapers and ceramics. Curated by Professor Emma Hunt and Dr Paula Day of the Arts University, 

Bournemouth. Sainsbury Gallery 

Willis - v - Curtis Skittles Match 

Join us for another in our long-running series of friendly matches with the 

Friends of the Curtis Museum, Alton. 

7.00pm on Friday 4th October at the Anchor Inn, North Warnborough Street, 

North Warnborough RG29 1BE 

Hot & Cold Buffet and raffle £12 per person 

Contact Derek Anthony - tel. 01256 322073, email derekganthony@btinternet.com  

Transport available 

Both players and supporters are welcome to join us. 

Oct 5-Nov 9: The splendour of nature: this year’s popular thematic selling exhibition by Basingstoke Art Club. 

Basingstoke Gallery 

Thu Oct 17 at 7.30 pm: Friends’ meeting: AGM for all members followed by a talk by Derek Anthony. Archaeology 

Gallery 

Nov 16 – Dec 14: Horizon 20:20: Design and Make: a collection of art work from around Hampshire by young people 

not in main stream education who have engaged with the four-year Horizon 20:20 Arts Intervention Programme. 

Basingstoke Gallery 

Thu Nov 21 at 7.30 pm: Friends’ meeting: The history of Thornycroft, by Gary Bone. Story of the vehicle manufacturer 

that was once Basingstoke’s largest employer. Archaeology Gallery. 

Thu Jan 16 at 7.30 pm: Friends’ meeting: Timber framed buildings of the Worthy villages, by Bill Fergie. Another of 

Bill’s popular presentations on local architecture, this time focusing on the four parishes near Winchester whose names 

end in “worthy”. Archaeology Gallery. 

Your next newsletter will be issued on this date. 

What’s on at the BAHS 

Meetings are held at Church Cottage on the second Thursday of the month from September to June starting at 7.30 

pm. Admission is free to members. The charge for non-members is £3.00. 

Thu Oct 10: Art and artefacts of Anglo-Saxon Wessex, by Professor David Hinton, Southampton University 

Thu Nov 14: Finding Duropolis: life and death in Iron Age Dorset, by Miles Russell, Bournemouth University 

Thu Dec 12: The rural settlement of Roman Britain, by Professor Mike Fulford, Reading University 

Thu Jan 9: The Overton Silk Mill Project, by John Mitchell, Heritage Overton 

 


