
FESTIVAL PLACE

No. 8 LOWER CHURCH STREET

Built in the reign of James I as a 
private residence. The River 
Loddon (now culverted) flows 
beside its northern face which is a 
rare example of surviving decorated 
brickwork. It must have provided a 
pleasing outlook from Chute 
House, formerly theHouse, formerly the Vicarage.

HOLY GHOST CHAPEL,
Chapel Street

ELBOW CORNER,
Church Square
This quaintly named 
cul-de-sac contains a 
delightful row of old 
knapped-flint and stone 
terraced cottages of the 
19th Century.
Overshadowed by the Church and surrounded by the Glebe, now a 
public park, it provides a tranquil retreat from the modern town centre.

Consisting of an 
elaborately decorated 
screen wall of stucco 
moulded fruit, which 
replaced the original, 
erected in 1864, to link 
the newly built Corn 
Market with the Market with the 
contemporary enclosing

                                                of the open front of the Town Hall. 
Now incorporated in a similar redevelopment of these two buildings.

LESSER MARKET, 
Wote Street

HAYMARKET THEATRE,
Wote Street
Built in 1864 to rehouse the 
town’s Corn Market which 
had previously been held 
beneath the Town Hall. The 
road was originally called

                        “Oat Street” and it was a short journey from here to 
the canal terminus just down the hill.

One of many coaching inns 
of the town, dating, in part 
from the 16th Century of 
timber-framed jettied 
construction but heavily 
restored. A punch bowl,

          believed to have been used by a Jacobite club 
meeting at this inn, is on display in the museum.

LAARSENS,
(formerly The Feathers)
Wote Street

WILLIS MUSEUM, Market Place
Built in 1832 as the Town Hall, Corn Exchange and Market House, 
the ground floor front was originally open, but enclosed when the 
new Corn Exchange was built in 1864. It ceased to be a Town Hall 
when the new civic offices were erected.

This picturesque building of eight dwellings was erected in 
1608 with details still legible in the central plaque. The 
building is set back from the road to accommodate the pig 
market, originally held in front.

The Goldings 
complex at 3/5 
London Road is 
based upon two 
timber-framed houses 
of c1600. No 5 was 
substantially altered 
in the mid 18th in the mid 18th 
Century and further

altered and enlarged in about 1800. It contains the only substantial 
Georgian interior in the town. No 3 has been less altered but was 
refronted in about 1800.

GOLDINGS,
London Road

DEANES ALMSHOUSES, London Street

VISITORS GUIDE
TO OLD

BASINGSTOKE

Built sometime between 
1214 and 1244 as a 
chantry chapel but partly 
later used as the Grammar 
School, possibly from 
1538. Holy Trinity 
chantry chapel was added 
by Lord Sandys of the by Lord Sandys of the 
Vyne in 1524 and 
contained some of the finest stained glass in the country.

Formerly a coaching inn on the 
important route between London 
and the West Country. Externally 
the building is of the mid 19th 
Century but the substantial 
remains of a 16th Century 
building can be seen on the 
interiointerior.

THE RED LION HOTEL,
London Street

ST. MICHAELS PARISH CHURCH, Church Street

The chancel is the oldest part of the building and was largely 
rebuilt in 1464, with the late perpendicular style nave and aisles 
being completed about 1520 and the porch added 1539. The 
Memorial chapel was added after the First World War and the 
Second World War bomb damage is still visible at the East End.

The town’s most important 
surviving timber-framed 
house retains many original 
features. The northern 
section is considered to 
pre-date the remainder 
which is of the mid 16th

Century. The aisled barn to the rear is evidence of its former 
agricultural use in connection with the glebe lands.

CHURCH COTTAGE,
Church Square



REFERENCES (numbered) 
on left hand side of map 
 

  21 CHURCH STREET (formerly The 
Black Boy Hotel) 
This Inn, in existence by the early 18th Century, still 
shows internal evidence of its original timber framing 
and contains an interesting circa 1600 carved wooden 
fire surround removed from an upstairs room. The 
eagles surmounting the parapet came from a 
neighbouring tavern, since demolished. 

  THE WARREN, Upper Church Street 
A timber framed building dating from the 16th 
Century and extensively restored in 1982. Alfred 
Milward opened his first shoe shop in these premises in 
1857. 

  JOICE'S YARD, Winchester Street 
Originally the coach entrance to the Old Crown Inn, part 
of which is now used as shops. The name derives from 
John Joice who started a carriage works here in 1880. 

   CROSS STREET 
One of the town's most extensive sections of early 
streetscape with buildings of the 17th and 18th 
Centuries. Nos. 12 and 14 are particularly fine 
examples of 18th Century building. 

  ALL SAINTS CHURCH, 
       Victoria Street 

A majestic building of Bath stone, completed in 1917 
to the design of Temple More, the last great architect 
of the Victorian gothic period. It still retains all its 
contemporary features. 

  OLD POST OFFICE, New Street 
The Sorting Office has been demolished but the main 
Post Office retained and incorporated, with its ground 
floor arcaded, into the recent redevelopment scheme. 

  WINTON HOUSE, Winchester Road 
A fine example of a restored late Georgian town 
house of five bays containing an impressive portico of 
two pairs of Tuscan columns. The modern extension 
to the east continues the theme of the Tuscan portico. 

   THE KING'S SCHOOL, Sarum Hill 
Built in 1841 as an elementary school using the then 
revolutionary "Glasgow system" of education, it 
became a British School but kept many of its original 
ideals including teaching boys and girls together. In 
1908 it was converted into a Baptist Church but has 
since reverted to its original use. 

PLACES OF INTEREST 
Outside Town Centre 
 

THE VYNE 
Situated 4 miles north of Basingstoke this fine country 
house is owned by the National Trust. Although the 
building dates back to the early 16th Century it has 
undergone considerable alteration, including the addition 
of the earliest classical portico to an English house. 
Amongst the house’s many treasures are a well-preserved 
oak long gallery and a fine private chapel with stained 
glass from the Holy Ghost Chapel. 

BASING HOUSE 
A short distance to the east of Basingstoke lie the ruins of 
this once great house. However, all that remains of the 
property are a dovecote, some walls, cellars and various 
earthworks. The house was slighted in 1645 after a long 
siege by Parliamentary Forces. It appears that after the 
Restoration, the ruins of the old house were transformed 
into an early formal garden, and a lodge built behind the 
brick wall near the impressive brick Tithe Barn. 

BASINGSTOKE CANAL 
Built as far as Basingstoke by 1794 it was never completed 
to the Solent. Vestiges of the canal can be seen at various 
places east of Basingstoke, the nearest being a sparse line 
of trees in Eastrop Park that grew along the canal bank. 
The canal cut right through parts of Basing House and is 
completely disused west of Greywell Tunnel. The nearest 
preserved section of the waterway can best be appreciated 
between Odiham and Greywell, where it skirts the 13th 
Century ruins of King John's Castle. 

STRATFIELD SAYE 
The house and estate were given to the Iron Duke in 1817 
by the nation in gratitude for Waterloo. The exterior of the 
early 17th Century house has remained largely unchanged, 
but the interior has undergone major alterations. The house 
contains many relics of the first Duke's varied life together 
with two mosaic pavements from Roman Silchester. 

The Wellington Country Park lies nearby and provides a 
wealth of outdoor leisure activities for all the family. 

SILCHESTER 
The Roman town of Calleva Atrebatum lies a little to the 
east of the present village. Although it is largely covered 
by farmland, this most complete example of a Civitas 
capital is still contained within its imposing 4th Century 
town wall. Just outside the wall can be seen the recently 
excavated amphitheatre and nearby stands the Parish 
church dating, in parts, to the 12th Century. There is a 
small museum in the village where guide books can be 
purchased and there is a pleasant walk along "The Drove" 
to the Roman Town and Parish Church. 

WHERE TO GO FOR 
INFORMATION 

The Willis Museum 
Old Town Hall, 
Old Market Place, 
Basingstoke. RG21 7QD 
Telephone No: 0845 603 5635 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre 
(Hampshire County Library) 
19, Westminster House, Potters Walk, 
Basingstoke Town Centre. RG21 7LS 
Tourist information is available here. 
Telephone No: 01256 473901 

Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council 
Civic Offices, 
London Road, 
Basingstoke. RG21 4AH 
Telephone No: 01256 844844 
 
Milestones Museum, 
Leisure Park, Churchill Way West, 
Basingstoke. RG22 6PG 
Telephone No: 01256 477766  

Hampshire Constabulary 
The Police Station, 
London Road, 
Basingstoke. RG21 4AD 
Telephone No: 01256 473111 
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REFERENCES (numbered) 
on right hand side of map 

 3 WOTE STREET 
Behind this pleasing 19th Century shopfront lies the 
timber framework of a much earlier building. It was 
from this shop that George Willis, founder of the 
local museum, ran his horological workshop. 

 UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, 
London Street 

Erected in 1801 with the present front added in 1860. 
In 1838 John Curwen became assistant pastor and 
soon started an Infant School in a new room added to 
the church. He later invented the "Tonic Solfa" 
method of singing. 

 26 LONDON STREET 
The first floor contains the almost complete remains 
of a substantial 3-bay timber-framed dwelling of 
cl500 except that the original jetty is missing. The 
adjoining property of similar date still retains its jetty 
and has unusual mathematical tiles added to give the 
impression of brickwork. 

 28/30 LONDON STREET 
Formerly "The Anchor" public house, the rear part 
contains substantial remains of a building of the 14th 
Century and therefore the earliest surviving timber 
framing in the town. 

 36/36a LONDON STREET 
This building shows the persistence of timber 
construction in the town as its fully framed structure 
was erected at a date well into the 18th Century. Its 
present front is a recent rebuilding of a later brick and 
stucco facade and contains interesting staircase and 
fire places. 

 PAGES OLD ALMSHOUSES, 
New Road 
A small group of three dwellings re-built in 1930. The 
original almshouses were erected in 1802 through the 
generosity of Joseph Page, and the memorial plaques 
are now incorporated in the new house walls. 

 EASTROP PARK 
The basin and lake follow closely the line of the 
Basingstoke Canal which terminated at the bus 
station. The canal bank can still be located by the line 
of ivy-covered trees which grew at its edge. 

 GATEWAY I & GATEWAY II, 
Basing View 
Two of the most striking modern buildings in the 
town, noted for their hanging gardens which are very 
visible from the eastern approach. 
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