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Friends of the Willis Museum 
Newsletter May 2022 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Ratified by your majority vote, the text of the agreement to give our financial support to 
the redevelopment of the Story of Basingstoke Gallery was signed on March 25 by 
Hampshire Cultural Trust CEO Paul Sapwell, (left) and our Chairman Derek Anthony 
(right) See “From the Chairman” Photos: Howard Ray, (left); Jenny Stevens (right).  
 
‘The Friends’ was founded in 1978 to “promote, support and improve the Willis Museum.” Meetings 
are held on the third Thursday of the month for ten months of the year, and other events are arranged 
from time to time.  Registered Charity no 280406. 

  
Annual subscription £12. Visitor for one meeting £3  
Your committee: Derek Anthony (Chairman), David Wickens (Deputy Chairman and Programme Secretary); 
(Secretary); Ian Scott (Treasurer); Isobel Archer; Alistair Craig, (Website); Steve Crudge (co-opted) John 
Hollands (Publicity and Newsletter); Barbara Johnson (Membership Secretary); Howard Ray; Jenny Stevens 
(Venue Manager, ex officio).  
 
This newsletter was edited by John Hollands, and proof read and distributed by Derek Anthony  

 
Contact us c/o the museum, or by email at enquiries@friendsofthewillis.org.uk 
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From the Chairman, Derek Anthony 

Welcome to the Spring issue of our Newsletter.  My first task is to welcome new member Mark Lane and 
returning member Trish Cardy as “Friends of the Willis Museum”.  Mark and Trish have both signed up as 
members since our last Newsletter was published.  

In the January issue of the Newsletter, I said that the Omicron variant of Covid was rife and that the 
committee was “keeping the programme of monthly meetings under almost daily review”.  As we all know 
Covid is still rife and has had a major impact on our monthly meetings.  Although these monthly meetings 
are, once again, taking place in the Museum, attendances are down to about half of what they were before 
the pandemic, averaging between 20 and 30 members.  Not only that but our April speaker tested positive 
on the day of the meeting.  It was too late to cancel but the speaker kindly offered to give his talk via Zoom.  
As a result, 20 members assembled at the Museum and watched on the big screen and a further 14 
members tuned in at home.  

I would like to thank those members of the Museum staff and of our committee who pulled out all the 
stops at short notice and made a success of the evening.  

My thanks also go to all those Friends who voted in March on the proposition “that the Friends of the Willis 
Museum transfers £25,000 to a Hampshire Cultural Trust Restricted Fund and that the transfer be 
accompanied by the legally binding document agreed with Hampshire Cultural Trust”.  An overwhelming 
majority voted in favour and on Friday 25th March Paul Sapwell, Chief Executive of the Hampshire Cultural 
Trust, and I signed the “restriction of donation” document.  On the same day Ian Scott (FoWM Treasurer) 
and I transferred £10,000 from the FoWM bank account to the HCT bank account. 

Looking to the future, member Gary Livingstone is sponsoring a redesign of our website and for this we are 
extremely grateful.  Alistair Craig, our IT expert is working with Gary and web designer Craig Killick on this 
project.  We will let you know at one of our monthly meetings when the refreshed website has gone live. 
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Your committee is also working on a Summer Outing to be held on a day in July or August and, if you look 
on the back page of this Newsletter, you will find information on the speakers which Programme Secretary, 
David Wickens, has lined up for the next few months. 

Finally, subscriptions for the 12 months from July 2022 to June 2023 will become due on 1st July, so do look 
out for a renewal letter and form towards the end of June.  We do hope that you have enjoyed being a 
Friend over the past 12 months and will want to renew your subscription for another year. 

I wish you and your families a fine and Covid-free Summer. 

Basingstoke and the Domesday Book, by Isobel Archer 

The other week I was browsing through my copy of the Domesday Book, as you do, wondering what Basingstoke was 
like in those far off days.  Perhaps I should explain why I have such a book in my possession.  As a lover of all things 
historical, whether family, social or just history in general, I was very excited when it was finally published (in modern 
English) and available to buy.  I wanted to know all about the town of Appleby in Westmorland, where I lived then, and 
to dig deep into its early history.  

I was therefore very disappointed to discover that when this was compiled most of Westmorland and Cumberland 
(modern day Cumbria) were not included as they were on the wrong side of the border.  They were in fact, part of 
Scotland, although ownership alternated between the two countries for several hundred years. Even after the border 
was agreed in 1287, they were known as the Debatable Lands for another 300 years, and were the site of ongoing 
raids, murders and cattle thieving between the two countries.  

So, my copy of the Domesday Book went back on the shelf until I picked it up again a few weeks ago and looked up 
Basingstoke.  

The survey was commissioned at Christmas 1085, while the King and his 
court resided at Gloucester.  I suppose, having successfully conquered his 
way across the channel, William wanted to know what exactly he had 
gained. He was keen to discover how much wealth and power he now 
possessed.  

 The survey was carried out between 1086 and 1087, by the King’s 
commissioners, and the result was an unparalleled and detailed account 
of land ownership.   It was originally referred to as ‘The King’s Book’, or 
‘The Great Book of Winchester’, where it was kept in the royal treasury.  
By the twelfth century it was generally referred to as the Domesday Book.  

So, what was happening in Basingstoke and how was it recorded by the 
King’s men?  

The entry reads: ‘The King holds Basingstoke in Demesne’.  In Demesne 
means it was wholly owned by the King, or the Crown, which of course in 
those days was the same thing.   It was part of the system of land 
ownership at that time.   

The Domesday Book notes that the Basingstoke land was always a royal manor but that it never gave ‘geld’.  Geld was 
an Anglo-Saxon land tax, collected from 1012 onwards to pay for mercenaries. After 1066 the Normans continued to 
collect it until 1162. It was then replaced with a tax on personal property and income – and doesn’t that feel familiar? 

The book further states that Basingstoke was not ‘hidated’.  This was a bit more difficult to work out, but in Anglo-
Saxon times a ‘hide’ was a standard unit, meant to represent the amount of land that could support a household 
(around 120 acres) and this was used for tax purposes.  My conclusion therefore is that Basingstoke escaped that 
particular tax too.  
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‘There is land for 20 ploughs’ – I wondered how they calculated that, and if we could work out how much land that 
would be.  Research revealed that the land was measured into taxable units by how much could be ploughed by 8 oxen 
(1 plough).  So, 20 ploughs referred to taxable land that would need to be ploughed by 160 oxen.  It always goes back 
to tax, doesn’t it?  

Within the Demesne were 3 ploughs and 20 villans. This land belonged to the Lord of the manor. A villan was not a 
criminal, but a tied peasant who had to pay his lord 2 or 3 days of labour service but could also farm some land for 
himself. It seems that this could be quite lucrative and that villans were the wealthiest of the peasant classes.  

Additionally, there were 8 ‘bordars’ (another form of tied peasants but these were not as wealthy as the villans).  They 
worked 12 ploughs (land for 96 oxen). Some historical sources refer to these 8 individuals as ‘smallholders.’  

There were 6 slaves – as the names suggests these were men or women who were owned by the lord of the manor 
and had no land of their own.  

The record details that there are 12 ‘coliberts’ with 4 ploughs.  These coliberts were freedmen, former slaves, 
emancipated and usually given a small piece of land.  As the coliberts had only 4 ploughs between them, that works 
out that each freed slave got land that needed less than three oxen to plough.  Still – they were free and no doubt 
grateful for the new start.  

Adding all this up I found we had a plough missing. So, back to the Domesday Book and a reference to Mont St Michael, 
held by Bishop Walter, from the King.  This consisted of a church, 1 hide (120 acres) and tithes from the Basingstoke 
manor. There was a priest, 2 villagers, 4 smallholders and 1 plough.  Ah, there’s the missing plough.  There was also a 
mill rendering 20 shillings, and a meadow of 2 acres.  

The main Basingstoke manor had 3 mills, rendering 30 shillings. Now according to a handy historical calculator that I 
found on the National Archives website; the nearest amount today would be around £1,100.  By comparison, the 
Demesne at Kingsclere had 2 mills which only rendered 100d, (just over 8 shillings, if my pre-decimal memory is 
correct,) so Basingstoke was doing quite well. Other historical sources suggests that the Basingstoke mills were 
watermills, to grind the grain into flour. This also suggests the origin of names such as Kingsmill and Houndsmill. 

Domesday also records that Basingstoke had a market rendering 30 shillings, a 20-acre meadow and woodland for 20 
pigs.  

So, in summary, in 1086 Basingstoke was a royal manor with land worked by 46 workers who were a mixture of slaves, 
peasants and freedmen. It had 3 watermills, a meadow, woodland and a market.  In addition, it had a church and land 
that provided a living for another 7 people.  By the standards of the day, it was probably not a bad place to live.  

I wonder what those inhabitants would make of modern Basingstoke.  

Editor’s note: Peter Parkinson’s Triumphal Gateway panel commemorating the Basingstoke entry in Domesday Book is 
described and illustrated in our recently reprinted book “The Basingstoke Triumphal Gateway”.  

 

The Murder That Never Was, by Bob Clarke 

On 18 July 1785 the Hampshire Chronicle reported that Farmer Tubb of Sherborne St John had murdered the servant 
boy who looked after his cows.  

The boy had taken the day off, apparently without permission. This so enraged Farmer Tubb that, when the boy turned 
up for work the next day, he beat him “in an unmerciful manner” to the extent that the boy had to go home and be 
put to bed very ill.  

On Friday 15 July Farmer Tubb sent for the boy, but being told that the boy was unable to return to work, he went to 
where the boy lived and beat him with a large stick “in so shocking a manner, that he lay in the greatest agonies” till 
the following day, when he died. The paper said that a search was underway for Farmer Tubb who had fled the scene. 
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This story was reprinted in the London papers, the Reading Mercury and many other provincial papers up and down 
the land, even as far away as Dublin.  

However, in its next issue on 25 July 1785, the Hampshire Chronicle said, 

We are happy to inform our readers, that the report of Farmer Tubb, of Sherborne St John, having wilfully and 
maliciously killed or murdered his servant boy, and that he had fled for the same, is totally groundless, and 
that such report was maliciously set on foot by the lad’s father-in-law. The inquest was taken Sunday last on 
the body of the lad, by Mr Fleetwood, one of his Majesty’s Coroners for this county, attended by Messrs Lyford 
and Workman, of Basingstoke, surgeons of eminence, who inspected the body, and afterwards deposed on 
oath before the same Coroner, that the lad had received no bruise or injury whatever from the said Farmer 
Tubb, or any other person, that could occasion his death. – The jury therefore presented that he died by the 
Visitation of God in a natural way, and not from any hurt or injury whatever to their knowledge or belief. 

On 1 August the Reading Mercury also told its readers it was happy to contradict the story about Farmer Tubb that 
appeared in the previous week’s paper. But none of the other papers that ran the original story issued a similar 
correction. So, their readers would have continued to believe that Farmer Tubb of Sherborne St John was a merciless 
monster who had murdered his servant boy.    

The distribution of Alice Holt pottery: a guide to on-line sources, by Graham Bennett, 
Guest Contributor 

My original article on Alice Holt pottery (May 2020 newsletter) was concerned solely with the exhibit at the 
Willis Museum but the distribution of this pottery was over a large area.   
  
This matter is considered in some detail in the first referenced technical article  
(https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archiveDS/archiveDownload?t=arch-281-
1/dissemination/pdf/cba_rr_030.pdf) in my previous article, but you will have to scroll down to pages 52 to 
61.  The matter is summarised in another referenced technical article in my previous article, namely the 
webpage https://potsherd.net/atlas/Ware/AHGW; the image in the top right hand corner is magnified on 
the webpage https://potsherd.net/atlas/Ware/AHGW#group-1   
 
Perhaps predictably, items of Alice Holt pottery (from Calleva Atrebatum) are also on display in Reading, as 
depicted by the webpages www.readingmuseum.org.uk/blog/roman-pottery-from-silchester (under the 
sub-section for `Locally made pottery') and 
www.reading.ac.uk/AcaDepts/la/silchester/publish/SF03_aliceholts.htm.   
 
Another item of Alice Holt pottery was found in the area of the Roman Road between Gloucester (Glevum) 
and Silchester (Calleva Atrebatum) in Wiltshire during June 2008, as indicated by the website 
www.thehistoryblog.com/archives/19460.  The same item of Alice Holt pottery would seem to feature on 
the website 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/wiltshire/content/articles/2009/02/19/roman_pot_auction_swindon_feature.shtml  
 
The reference to the red colouration would appear to be at some variance to the typically grey colouration 
of pottery from the Alice Holt/Farnham area.  
 
Shards of Alice Holt pottery have been located in the past to the north of Bradford upon Avon in west 
Wiltshire, but close to the border with Somerset, as depicted by the website 
http://www.bradfordonavonmuseum.co.uk/wp-content/gallery/roman-pots/IMG_9254.jpg.  The 
associated descriptive text is to be located at the bottom right-hand corner of the website 
http://www.bradfordonavonmuseum.co.uk/roman-pottery.      
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Commemorated by an exhibit at the Allen Gallery, Alton, a bare-knuckle prize fight at 
Odiham, by Guest Contributor Jackie Breakspeare, Friends of the Curtis Museum and Allen 
Gallery                                                                                                                                        

This Staffordshire creamware mug on display at the 
Allen Gallery, Alton depicts Jewish boxer Daniel 
Mendoza and his former mentor Richard 
Humphreys. The first famous battle between 
Humphreys and Mendoza was fought at Odiham in 
Hampshire on January 9th 1788. The rivalry 
between the two boxers was well publicised. It was 
said that the two rivals had once been friends, but 
by early 1788, they had become bitterly estranged.  

Daniel Mendoza (1764-1836) was the first in a long 
line of great Jewish prize-fighters, within a society 
where anti-Semitic prejudice was widespread. As a 
consequence, he had to struggle for every ounce of 
the recognition and respect that he so badly craved. 
A middleweight by modern standards, he relied on 
footwork, jabs, tactics and defensive prowess to 
defeat invariably larger and stronger opponents, so 
bringing a new level of “science” to boxing. 

In this painting from the British Museum, (below 
right) Richard Humphreys as a young boxer is 
depicted in his defensive stance, on the turf, and 
wearing breeches, silk stockings, and pumps. 
Humphreys was undoubtedly of more traditional 
Anglo-Saxon stock, earning him his quintessentially 
English nickname of the ‘gentleman boxer’. It has 
been said that he was the son of an Army captain, 
and he was certainly an imposing physical figure, 
far bulkier than the small-framed Mendoza.           

The fight had everything going for it: animosity 
between the fighters, an obvious contrast of styles, and a potential antagonism of religion: Humphreys was a 

Christian and Mendoza, (left) a Jew. A pre-match favourite, the 
"Gentleman Boxer" Humphreys predicted 
that the contest would not last more than 
five minutes. But the more flamboyant and 
"scientific" Mendoza, who had made a 
name for himself with his systematic study 
of pugilistic defence and taunted 
Humphreys during the early rounds, had 
other ideas. 

The popularity of English prize boxing grew 
markedly in the last decades of the 18th 
century, buoyed by the support and 
gambling interests of an expanding circle 
of wealthy patrons. Humphreys and 
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Mendoza were closely identified with this new appeal and their three fights (1788, 1789, and 1790) generated 
unprecedented interest and commentary.  

A stage was erected within a large paddock on the outskirts of Odiham. According to the Morning Post, 
admission to the paddock area was half a guinea, and four hundred spectators were said to have paid full price. 
But as the Bristol Journal remarked "what can resist the shock of an English mob"? The paddock fences were 
soon broken down and another four hundred spectators surrounded the stage. 

The fight was described by one writer as “the memorable bout between Achilles and Hector hardly excited more 
expectation”, and even the weather was dramatic, with driving rain forcing Humphreys at one stag e to remove 
his shoes. The fight was narrowly won by Humphreys, but resulted in accusations from Mendoza’s camp of foul 
play. An incident occurred early in the contest, when Mendoza forced Humphreys against the railings, only for 
Humphreys’ corner man, Tom Johnson, a famous boxing champion in his own right, to intercede and block 
Mendoza’s next punch. Although knocked down much more often than Mendoza, Humphreys ultimately won 
the contest when Mendoza slipped while throwing a punch and sprained an ankle.  

This etching of 1788 from the British Museum shows Tom 
Johnson stepping in to deflect a blow Mendoza aims at 
Humphreys, with their seconds and bottle holders behind 
them, some holding watches. The fight continued in the 
press and despite Humphreys being rumoured to retire if 
he won, a rematch was arranged. The triumph was not to 
last long. The public interest generated by the bout was 
unprecedented, leading to the rematches of 1789 and 
1790. The first rematch was in May 1789, at Stilton, 
Huntingdonshire, and was won by Mendoza in 50 minutes 
(65 rounds). Mendoza was also victorious in their final 
bareknuckle boxing match, on September 29, 1790, in Doncaster. The trilogy of equally dramatic fights saw 
Mendoza eventually establishing his superiority over his arch rival.   

Billed as ‘Mendoza the Jew’, Mendoza was Champion of England from 1792 to 1795. He was the first prominent Jewish 
prize-fighter in England. He was smaller than his opponents, and won with superior technique, speed and agility. His 
style, known as the Mendoza or Jewish school, is credited with inspiring a generation of boxers and establishing many 
elements of modern boxing. 

After his reign as champion of England, Mendoza retired to less arduous pursuits, although chronic insolvency led him 
to accept fights as late as 1820. It also led him to publish his memoirs, the first fighter and one of the first athletes to 
do so. The narrative seems to have been composed around 1806, when Mendoza spent time in debtor’s prison, but 
was left unpublished until 1816. As a Jew, Mendoza was not entitled to any kind of state welfare, he died blind and 
penniless in 1836. 

 
More about the Trafalgar Way event, 2005, by Debbie Reavell,  

Our member, Debbie, is the Secretary of the Heritage Society. 

It was interesting to read John Hollands’ piece on the Trafalgar Way plaque which is housed in The Willis 
Museum. As the year of the 200th anniversary approached, a great plan to mark the route taken by 
Laponetiere on the schooner HMS Pickle, from Falmouth to London, was actioned. Admiral Collingwood’s 
Despatch had to be delivered to the Admiralty.   

Laponetiere’s ideal route would have taken him up the English Channel and into the Thames estuary, but 
gales in the Channel made him go into Falmouth and begin his great journey. From there he raced across the 
country stopping to change horses at inns on the way. It was reckoned that he had left Falmouth around 11 
am on 4th November (remember the battle and death of Admiral Lord Nelson had been 21st October) and 
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arrived at the Admiralty in London at 1 am on 6th. This allowed about 15 minutes to change horses – four of 
them - and slightly longer to eat. His speed estimated at some 7.25 mph. He stopped at 22 staging posts, 
some of which were identified but although his expenses for his Basingstoke stop were £1 14s 3d, we didn’t 
know where he had stopped. The likely inn was The Crown, where Joice’s Yard is today as that was the largest 
staging post.   Thus, it was not until 6 November that Admiral Collingwood’s Despatch arrived in London with 
the shocking news of Nelson’s death, but also of a great victory. The Times reported the words of the 
Despatch on November 7 (and published a replica page on June 29, 2005). 

It was in September 2004 that Basingstoke Heritage Society was contacted by Margaret Payne, the then 
mayoral administrator and I recall some meetings with Margaret, John Hart and Lady Colman, to learn about 
the project and there was discussion about what sort of plaque and where it should go. As we didn’t know 
which inn, the museum was the obvious choice.   

We learned that three marines and two seamen from Basingstoke were in the battle. Basingstoke Marines 
at the Battle. On Orion, Private R.M. William Atkins; On Ajax, Boy R.M. Thomas Cowdry; on Agamemnon, Boy 
R.M. William Spencer.  

Basingstoke Seamen at the Battle. On Prince, Ordinary Seaman James Gains; on Africa, Landsman George 
Tedbury.  

On 2nd September 2005, the plaque and a scroll were presented to Mayor, Cllr Paula Baker, on the steps of 
The Willis on a bright and sunny day, attended by a good crowd and with some contemporary dress among 
the crowd. The yellow post-chaise was unromantically off-loaded in Winton Square, rather than racing hot 
foot from Overton, but it was a jolly occasion.  

On 31st August, another visit had been made to The Vyne, where the replica Despatch was presented to the 
County of Hampshire.     

Photos: (this page) The Post chaise arrives in the Market Square.  “Lieut. Lapenotiere” with the dispatch; 
(next page) Standing with the Mayor, Cllr Paula Baker, Rear Admiral John Lang address spectators from the 
steps of the Willis Museum; the post chaise arrives at The Vyne on August 31, 2005  
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This photo by Colin Williams 

 
 

 
Basingstoke’s Great Toadstool Eruption, by Derek Anthony 

Recently while idling away a couple of hours reading Merlin Sheldrake’s book on fungi entitled “Entangled 
Life” I came across this quote from a popular guidebook to fungi by Mordecai Cooke published in the 1860s 
(page 60): - 

Some years ago, the town of Basingstoke was paved; and not many months afterwards the pavement was 
observed to exhibit an unevenness which could not readily be accounted for.  In a short time after, the 
mystery was explained, for some of the heaviest stones were completely lifted out of their beds by the 
growth of large toadstools beneath them.  One of the stones measured twenty- two inches by twenty-one, 
and weighed eighty-three pounds. 

I asked John Hollands, who in addition to being the FoWM’s Publicity Officer is also the Museum’s Archivist, 
whether he could find me more information on this interesting story. John forwarded my query to Bob 
Clarke our expert on historic newspapers who came back with an extract from the Derbyshire Courier 
dated 1845.  The extract came from Carpenter’s Vegetable Physiology as follows: - 

FUNGI – the power of expansion, which these plants possess, soft as their tissues seem, is truly wonderful.  
Some years ago, the town of Basingstoke... There then follows exactly the same wording as the quote from 
Mordecai Cooke above with the addition of: …and the resistance offered by the mortar which held it in 
place would probably be even a greater obstacle than the weight.  It became necessary to re-pave the 
whole town, in consequence of this remarkable disturbance. 

and 

According to a lecture at the Leicester Literary and Philosophical Society given in May 1843, the speaker 
said that the incident happened in 1830.  

If anyone has any further information about this great toadstool eruption, I would be very interested to 
hear from them. 

 
 
 
 



 

Pa
ge

10
 

Your attention is drawn … to the knife grinder’s cart, by John Hollands 
 

 Mobile knife grinders are a very rare breed these days in part because modern stainless steel kitchen knives 
need far less attention than their pre-stainless predecessors. And if one does come round your way, as 
happened in my former home town about 25 years ago, (s)he will almost certainly be using a pick up truck 
and not that almost extinct form of road transport, a handcart. Many visitors to the Willis, however, will 
know that there used to be knife grinders’ carts and will be interested to see how the grinding wheel on the 
example displayed in the Story of Basingstoke Gallery was powered by a treadle and drive belts.  For local 
people there is the added interest of this cart’s local provenance; a Mr Thorne plied the streets of Basingstoke 
with  it in the early part of the last century. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Views from the Town Hall Clock Tower in 1960: photos by the late Robert Brown, introduced 
by Bob Applin 

Since before we were interrupted by Covid 19 and continuing now I have been helping John Hollands 
catalogue hundreds of photographs that have come to the Willis from the estate of the late Robert Brown, 
well-remembered for his work for the Gazette.  They are a mixed bag mostly taken by Robert Brown 
himself covering a period from the 1950s to the early years of the present century – views of Basingstoke 
and places round about including a few taken in the Tadley area when he was working as a rural postman, 
local events and people. 

Below are three of particular interest. Robert Brown took them from the Town Hall Clock Tower shortly 
before it was demolished in the early 1960s. They are views looking north over the town showing the area 
that was demolished and cleared for the new town centre as it was before work started.  

The immediate impression is how many trees there were and how densely packed with buildings of all sorts 
the area between Church Street and Wote Street was.  Photos 1 and 2 illustrate how Basingstoke 
developed in the valley of the Loddon, and how the two principal north/south streets expanded the town 
up the southern slope of the valley. St Michael’s Church stands out in the centre of photo 1. The railway 
can be seen running east to west with the station above St Michael’s. The South View expansion of the 
built-up area on the horizon can also be seen running east to west with the Holy Ghost Chapel behind and 
the left.  I have added numbered pointers to the photos and provided a key. Some features are shown in 
more than one photo.  
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Key to the pointers 

Photo 1 

1.Wote St 2. Countess of Huntingdon’s Connexion chapel 3. South View Estate 4. Gas works 5. Wharf filled 
in and used as bus Depot 6. ABC (Waldorf) Cinema 

Photo 2 

7. Church St 8. Blue Coat School Building, Cross St (Aldworth Printing Works) 9. Eli Lilly Building 10, 10a St 
Michael’s Church 11 Wesleyan Methodist Church 12. Holy Ghost Chapel ruins 13. Western railway goods 
yard 

Photo 3 

14.  South View Estate 15. Holy Ghost Chapel Ruins 16. Wesleyan Chapel 17. Wallis & Stevens (road roller) 
factory 18. Gerrish Ames & Simkins (Garment) Factory 19. Wesleyan Chapel 20. ABC (Waldorf) Cinema 21. 
Western railway goods yard 22. Savoy Cinema 23. Potter’s Lane 24. Bedford Place 25 Station Hill. 

What’s on at the Willis 
 

now – 16 July Crafted. An exhibition of work by members of The Hampshire & Berkshire Guild of Craftsmen 
- We are a group of makers dedicated to the vision, design and expertise that underpins the best 
contemporary craft. The majority of the work on display will be for sale. Sainsbury Gallery 

now - 5 June: Africa by Art: First solo exhibition by self-taught artist Laura Michelle Cook who born and 
brought up in Kenya’s Great Rift Valley. Varied work inspired by Africa’s flora and fauna. Basingstoke Gallery. 

25 May – 5 June: Whitsun Half Term and Jubilee Celebrations: Hunt the Crown Jewels, bookable family 
workshops and more. More info: Museum website and social media, call in or phone 01256 465902. 
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29 May: Sunday afternoon talk, 2 pm: The story of Park Prewett, by Malcolm Isted, followed by tea or 
coffee and cake, £5.00. Archaeology Gallery 
30 ticket maximum.  To book call in or phone 01256 456902. Can also be booked on-line. 

11 June – 16 July:  Basingstoke Amateur Operatic Society Centenary Exhibition. Photographs, programmes, 
costumes, audio and video footage. Basingstoke Gallery 

16 June, 7.30 pm: Friends’ event: Basingstoke Canal: the last six miles, by Roger Cansdale. Archaeology 
Gallery 

21 July, 7.30 pm: Friends’ event: Basingstoke, a town well-endowed with alms-houses, by Derek Spruce. 
Archaeology Gallery 

A Friends’ summer visit is being planned. Details will be sent to all members when available. 

23 July – 15 Oct Mythomania: Step into a world of mesmerising giant sculptural creations. Imagined from 
the brilliant mind of Leeds-based Canadian artist Ian Kirkpatrick, these intricate artworks are conceived using 
graphic design software and brought to life in a variety of materials including stainless steel, vinyl, corrugated 
cardboard, Perspex and Dibond. Sainsbury Gallery 

23 July – 7 Aug: Climate Unity Quilts: Patchwork quilts on climate change themes, by the pupils of St Bede’s, 
Parkview, Winklebury, and Oakridge Schools under the guidance of textile artist, Vanessa Rolf. Basingstoke 
Gallery 

15 Sept, 7.30 pm: Friends’ event: The work of the National Railway Museum, by Dr Ian Harrison. 
Archaeology Gallery 

There may be more Sunday afternoon talks between May and September. If so, information will be sent to 
the Friends’ email groups as it becomes available, or you can ask to be updated by calling the museum on 
01256 465902.  

Further ahead 

27 Oct – 21 Jan 2023 Trinity Buoy Wharf Drawing Prize Exhibition (TBC) Promoting and celebrating 
excellence in contemporary drawing practice, the Prize provides an important platform for drawing, and for 
artists, designers and makers serves as a catalyst within their careers. Supported by the Trinity Buoy Wharf 
Trust. Sainsbury Gallery 

31 Jan – 29 Apr 2023: Shoes.  A collaboratively curated exhibition to showcase the depth and range of the 
shoes and boots, and related objects, from the HCT costume collections. Sainsbury Gallery 

What’s on elsewhere 
 

Basingstoke Archaeological and Historical Society (BAHS) 
Meetings will take place at Church Cottage starting at 7.30 pm. Admission is free for BAHS members. There 
is a £3 charge for non-members. For current position regarding Covid-19 please see BAHS website or phone 
Penny Martin, secretary on 01256 974212. 
9 June: Hard stone, hard labour? Post-medieval stone quarrying in Southern England, by Kathy Whitaker, 
Historic England and PHD student. 
8 Sept: Fun and frolics: entertainment in 19th century Basingstoke, by Bob Clarke (and launch of the book 
of the same name) 
Tadley and District History Society (TADS) 
Meetings will be at St Paul’s Church, The Green, Tadley at 8.00 pm. Free to members. Non-members £3.00.  
To check arrangements, see www.tadshistory.com, phone 0118 970 1578 or email: tadshistory@gmail.com   
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15 June: From Belgium to Basingstoke: World War I medical services, by the TADS Project Group 
20 July:  Twyford Waterworks, by Matthew Feldwick.  
The waterworks at Twyford near Winchester is a Scheduled Ancient Monument in the care of a Trust and 
is open to the public on certain days. See www.twyfordwaterworks.co.uk  
21 Sept: The Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst, by Richard Anderson 
Allen Gallery, Alton 
Open 1030 am – 3.30 pm daily except Mondays.  
21 May to 26 June:  Alton U3A DSLR (Digital single lens reflex) Group Exhibition. Some of the group’s best 
efforts over the past year, and some from before that. Free admission 
26 May, 7.30 pm: Portraiture as a tool for connection, by Jackie King. Looking at portraits taken over many 
years Jackie will examine the relationship between the viewer and the sitter. Admission £6 if paid in advance 
or £6.50 at the door. Includes refreshments. 
4 June – 17 July: Diary of a Nature Nerd: a photographic exhibition, by Millie H. Recording 20 years of 
adventures among those often-overlooked plants and creatures that make up our stunning local wildlife. Free 
admission. 
23 June, 7.30 pm. Lighting in the time and novels of Jane Austen, by Sue Dell. £6.00 
 
Friends of the Curtis Museum and Allen Gallery, Alton  
At the Allen Gallery, Church Street, Alton. No charge for visitors but donations welcome.  
8 Sept, 7.30 pm: TBA 
Information:  Jane Hurst 01420 86701 janehurst1@gmail.com   
 
Also in Alton 
18-26 June: Regency Week in Alton and Chawton. Many events  
(See www.janeaustenregencyweek.co.uk/community/jane-austen-regency-week-13273/home/#)  
Sat, 23 July: Dolls’ House Day at the Curtis Museum, 10 am – 4,30 pm. Free. 
Sat, 13 Aug: Anglo-Saxon Day, Crown Close beside the Curtis Museum. 

Tailpiece: another knife grinder 

Mr Thorne was not the last knife grinder to ply the streets of Basingstoke. The late Robert Brown 
photographed another in Woodroffe Drive using neither a handcart nor a pick-up truck for transport.  

This is another of the hundreds of Robert Brown photos now in the Willis Museum and currently being 
catalogued.  

 


