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Safeguarding our building: the Willis encased in scaffolding for essential repairs to the 

fabric and exterior redecoration, May 2024 
 

‘The Friends’ was founded in 1978 to “promote, support and improve the Willis Museum.” Meetings 

are held on the third Thursday of the month for ten months of the year, and other events are arranged 

from time to time.  Registered Charity no 280406. 

  

Annual subscription £12. Visitor for one meeting £3 

Your committee: Derek Anthony (Chairman), David Wickens (Deputy Chairman and Programme 
Secretary); Ian Scott (Treasurer); Isobel Archer (Minutes Secretary); Steve Crudge (Publicity); John Hollands 
(Publicity and Newsletter); Barbara Johnson (Membership Secretary); Stuart Parker; Jenny Stevens (Venue 
Manager, ex officio).   

Contact us c/o the museum, or by email at enquiries@friendsofthewillis  
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                                                 Chairman’s Reflections by Derek Anthony 

      As we approach the end of our financial year on 30th June it gives me great pleasure to report that 

membership has risen to 101 with the recruitment of 4 new members since the beginning of January – Martin 

Frost, Carole Locke, Andrew Benson-Wilson and Jo Horwood.  At the same time attendance at our monthly 

meetings has been slowly recovering to pre-pandemic levels. 

      Our Newsletter editor, John Hollands, is looking for someone to give him a hand preparing, producing, 

and distributing the Newsletter.  The Newsletter is published just three time a year, so the work involved is 

not too onerous.  If anyone thinks that they might be able to help, could they please either give me a ring on 

01256 322073 or John on 01256 350764.  Thank you.   

      Over the past month your committee’s thoughts have been turning to this Summer’s outing.  A number 

of possibilities have been researched and the decision has been taken to follow up the subject of April’s 

monthly meeting and arrange a visit to the Gilbert White Museum in Selborne.  Further information will be 

circulated in the coming weeks. 

      On a personal note, I have recently returned from visiting my daughter and family in the USA.  They live 

in Macon, Georgia, a university town with a population about the same as Basingstoke, some 70 miles south 

of Atlanta.  People ask me what I like about Georgia and how it differs from Hampshire?  Well, here goes.  

The pace of life is slower, and the people seem to be more polite in Macon.  (Strangers will call adults “Sir” 

or “Ma’am” and children are often referred to as “Miss Ruth” or “Miss Clara” etc.).  That old world Southern 

charm still exists along with the Southern drawl.  “Y’arl” is the familiar way of addressing a group of people.)  

Petrol is a fraction of the price in the UK and the roads and parking bays are much wider.  (They need to be, 

there are some really huge cars and trucks in the USA.)  There again being a traveller is much easier in the 

USA; over most of the country hotels, motels and restaurants are everywhere and very seldom full. 

      Here in Hampshire the weather is kinder, Summers and Winters are milder. In Georgia daytime 

temperatures reach 30 degrees at the end of April and don’t drop below 30 degrees again until November.  

Devastating hurricanes and tornadoes are not uncommon to the point where urban districts have audible 

warnings, just like air-raid sirens here in World War 2.  On hearing the siren people move into their basements 

or other safe places.   

      In the UK we have the National Health System and a more extensive social security system.  In the States 

people are expected to make their own arrangements.  Here in Hampshire, we are blessed with an excellent 

network of public footpaths throughout the county.  There is nothing comparable in Georgia.  On a country 

walk here in Hampshire we might encounter one venomous snake.  In Georgia they have six, plus alligators. 

      The political systems at both the local and national level are different on each side of the Atlantic but now 

we are beginning to stray into controversial territory, so I think it is time to stop. 

Before signing off though I would just like to wish everybody a warm, sunny and enjoyable Summer. 
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      Sitting in the museum writing this as the first section of scaffold comes down from around the building.  

We are currently undergoing the 10-year external decorations (as HCC call it) to repair and repaint the 

building. It will be lovely to see it re-emerge from behind the scaffold looking clean and bright and knowing 

some much needed repairs have taken place.  

      We are just over a month into the new financial year, the last one having been our best since Covid hit us 

4 years ago (hard to believe) with visitor figures reaching 22,759 by the end of April. We had a great year for 

Sainsbury Gallery exhibitions, culminating in the Becoming Roman, Silchester exhibition which attracted just 

over 8300 visitors in its near 3 month run.  

      The new exhibition Karl Blossfeldt. Art Forms in Nature opened on 9 May and runs until 28 July. My 

colleagues in the exhibition team have created a stunning display of these intriguing and ground-breaking 

photographs, dating from the 1930s.  We are taking the chance to run some nature themed activities around 

the exhibition so look out for those on our website.  

      We have some equally intriguing exhibitions coming up this year, some are still a work in progress, so bear 

with us as we pull them together. The summer/autumn exhibition will literally come together on site as we 

invite artists in to work with visitors to create their own artworks. 

       As you are already aware it will be a difficult year for the Trust as we start to absorb the cuts to our grant 

from Hampshire County Council. We have already shut Eastleigh Museum and Bursledon Windmill and later 

in the year the Fareham venues, Westbury Manor Museum and Ashcroft Arts Centre will both close. We have 

however taken over running of The Great Hall in Winchester, which is already proving a great success and 

will help with some of the income lost elsewhere.  

      As ever, your support, both in terms of visits and income generation, is a great help, not just to The Willis, 

but the wider Trust. Please encourage friends and family to visit trust venues and let your local politicians 

know how much you value our work.                                                                                                                                          

       Enjoy the Spring sunshine (when we get it!) and we look forward to welcoming you to see the Karl 

Blossfeldt exhibition in due course.  

 

Your attention is drawn to a (replica) Roman eagle, by Mary Oliver 

Editor’s note: Now that the very popular and successful Becoming Roman exhibition has moved on, this seems 

a good time to remind you that the Willis still has its own display case in the Archaeological Gallery (our 

meeting room) devoted to Calleva Atrebatum, aka Silchester. Here Mary writes about one of the most 

interesting exhibits in this case, albeit a replica. Professor Fulford has told us that the original is in Reading 

Museum.  

      The eagle sculpture was part of the museum collection when I joined the staff in the 1960s, and an 

important part of the Roman display which mostly consisted of potter and small items collected by Mr Willis. 

The original was found in 1866 during the first excavations at Silchester by the Revd James Joyce, the Rector 

of Stratfield Saye with the permission and encouragement of the landowner, the Duke of Wellington. Thanks 

to his meticulous recording in his notebooks, we know that it was found in the foundations of the 2nd century 

phase of the forum basilica.   

                                                                                                                                                                                          

Presumably it dates from an earlier forum which fits with the suggested date for this impressive work of art 

probably imported from Italy. It is a beautiful, naturalistic rendering of an eagle, even though incomplete, 

without its wings.  Nmerous statues and representations of Jupiter, the king of the gods in the Roman world, 

are known, showing the god either seated or standing with an eagle beside him, often with wings 

outstretched. The eagle, the king of birds, acted as messenger or representative , as in the Ganymede legend. 
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Duke proudly displayed it at Stratfield Saye. We are fortunate to have it in the Archaeology Gallery.  

, 

                

From the Old to The New - Memories of a Basingstoke Bike Ride (Part 4), by Simon 

Downham 

Foreword: This continues from parts 1, 2 and 3 which were published in 2020 of January, May, and September 

respectively. Part 5 is in the pipeline.  

Continuing to recall memories from a boyhood bike ride, on dad’s bicycle, sat snuggly in my own saddle with 

stirrups between dad and the handlebars. It is the return trip from Victoria Park Road (no longer in existence) 

to home in St. Peters Road in Basingstoke. Sixty decades and more later, it is fascinating to compare the 

changes that have taken place. 
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After bidding goodbye to fond memories of May’s Bounty, we continue down Bounty Road. When we reach 

the Conservative Club, we turn off left into Hawkfield Lane. What an adventure this is! It feels like going 

through the jungle. Much of the track is concealed beneath a canopy of foliage from the overhanging trees. 

I half imagine darkened faces peering through the undergrowth with blow pipes or bows and arrows. A 

fantasy undoubtedly fuelled by a diet of TV westerns and endless games of “cowboys and Indians” acted out 

in endless summer play. It was like that in the 1960’s. I often daydreamed about exploring deepest Africa or 

the Amazon and fending off hostile natives. But it seems that others such as Dr Livingstone got there first. 

Never mind, Castle Field just nearby became another playground for future years. The horse chestnut trees 

abounded with fresh conkers in early Autumn. The highly polished brown nuts were highly prized and 

provided endless hours of joy in smashing them to pieces in games of “conkers”. 

At the bottom of Hawkfield Lane, civilisation makes a brief appearance in the form of the Winchester Road, 

but we soon return to the jungle track as we cross the road and enter Hardy Lane. The absence of tarmac 

makes it feel like we are back in the wild.  Suddenly we are navigating through allotments. Dad skilfully 

negotiates the network of thin strips of grass 

between the cultivated rectangles of cultivated 

earth. There is an eerie corner yonder left and I 

get an impression of caravans and gravestones. 

I don’t fix my eyes there in case something bad 

should happen. It feels a bit scary. Attwood 

Close Mobile Home Park and Basingstoke 

Cemetery remain to the present day. Some 

might remember when they tried to jazz up the 

cemetery by installing a multi-coloured, rainbow 

gate (Left) at the entrance from Atwood Close.  

Emerging onto Atwood Close we re-enter the 

real world and venture onto the Worting Road. Turning left we soon traverse the railway bridge. The disused 

railway line is overgrown, making it dark and mysterious. A rumour abounded that an old woman, most likely 

a witch, lived in an old house further down and out of sight from the bridge. A year or two later, on the long 

walks home from Brookvale school I couldn’t resist the thrill of peering over the side of the bridge and down 

along the spooky track. I told myself, I would never explore down there, like some of the other boys. I dreaded 

being captured by the witch.  

If that rumoured witch ever existed, she will have met her demise in the same fashion as the railway. 

Everything along that track was devoured by the monstrous Ring Way West. The Ring Road itself, resembles 

a doughnut necklace draped around the nape of Basingstoke. But that is not the only “modernisation” right 

here. 

Perhaps the most radical change to the landscape involves the destruction of the Thornycroft factory 

complex. That includes its social facilities and sports grounds. Without mercy, it’s all been swept away. The 

old and familiar scenery has been replaced by Morrisons supermarket, a Parcel Force Depot, and various DIY 

centres and other stores. Although the buildings have gone the spirit of the institution lives on in the 

memories of many locals who worked and socialised there. Thorny’s remains close to hearts of those who 

recall the halcyon days of greatness. Greatness? Yes! Especially of their football team. Thornycroft Athletic 

competed in the Hampshire League and won a number of competitions in their day. Often, they were on a 

par with Basingstoke Town FC. In fact, many of the Basingstoke players were first blooded in the Thornycroft 

team before being poached by Basingstoke Town.  
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Thornycroft Athletic in the 1960s. Kevin Leahy is third from the right in the front row. 

 On some evenings, the late Kevin Leahy (famous Thorny’s player who also played for Southampton) gave of 

his time to coach some of us from Brookvale school. This took place on King George’s playing field after school 

hours. I only learned Kevin’s name recently, but he stood out. Once spotted he was unmistakable. He 

habitually wore his shorts low down the waist, so they almost reached his knees.  

On Saturday afternoons as a 10- to 11-year-old, I would wander over from St. Peters Road to watch Thorny’s 

play their home matches. Dad played for both Thorny’s and Basingstoke FC. Older locals will recall the sibling 

rivalry between these top two sides. The local derbies were keenly contested and were equally well 

supported. 

As we leave behind the fading era of Thornycroft we see the entrance to Western Way. Entering here will 

evoke a whole new collection of memories that will appear in part 5. 

 

Palissy dish in the Allen Gallery, Alton, by Guest contributor Jackie Breakspear 

The dish in the Collection is press moulded and painted in blue, turquoise green, yellow, orange and ochre 

with a reclining naked female figure emblematic of La 

Fécondité with five naked putti, one with a small dog 

over his shoulder.  It is one of a number of English 

delftware copies of a dish made in France in the late 16th 

century.  The powerful image on the dish, La Fécondité  

(Fruitfulness), was taken from a design by the leading 

16th century French potter Bernard Palissy (1510-

1590).  The relief-moulded design may have originated 

from a fresco at the court of François 1 at 

Fontainebleau, showing Dana, in Greek legend the 

mother of Perseus.  The border is moulded with human 

[Grab your reader’s attention with a great 
quote from the document or use this 
space to emphasize a key point. To place 
this text box anywhere on the page, just 
drag it.] 



Page 7    masks and baskets of fruit alternating with circular and oval depressions   painted with roses and 

artemisia leaves over formalised motifs.    

 

Of the 41 known examples of this Palissy ware, the author Graham Slater (English delftware 'Palissy' dishes 

based on La Fécondité design) suggests that the dish in the Collection is slightly earlier than the earliest dated 

example which is 1633.  In his attempt to categorise all the 41 known examples, he places the dish in the 

Collection in Group 1, which includes the earliest known dated example.  

His view is based on the following points: “first, the similarity of the landscape in the background to the left 

of the column, and secondly; the plain floor tiles or bricks, and the striped palliasse beneath the main figure.  

Also, to the right of the column, is what appears to be a tapestry.  All these points taken together, are a clear 

guide to the earliest dishes i.e. the first half of the 1630s.  Though more important, in the Hampshire dish, is 

the treatment of the ovals.  They are decorated in jasper like the original French dishes.  Indeed, this 

treatment of the ovals is unique to this one English dish.”  

The dish is similar to one in the V&A Collection, which gives the following details:  

“The moulded and brightly colour-glazed pottery produced by Palissy hardly reached England during his 

lifetime.  His designs, however, became influential long afterwards.  This La Fécondité dish is closely copied 

from French earthenware versions that were moulded directly from a bronze dish by Palissy himself.  But as      

with other forms of artistic reproduction, the copies stray further and further from the original.  Here the 

wonderful coloured lead glazes of the Palissy original are missing, while the wells around the rim are painted 

with crude symbols borrowed from contemporary Chinese porcelain.  Outlines have been painted around 

the figures where the moulding is blunted with thick tin-glaze.  However inferior this copy may seem, the 

striking image must have appeared exotic at the time, since dated examples range between 1633 and 1697.  

The varied style of early English tin-glazed earthenware reflects the fact that the technology for making it 

came to England via The Netherlands.  Besides making cheap tableware, the early Netherlandish potters 

working in London attempted to produce display objects.  

Of these, the relief moulded La Fécondité dishes are 

unlikely to have been used, except perhaps for fruit.”  

  

Editor’s note: Wearing another of my hats, that of room 

guide at the Vyne, I can tell you that two English Delftware 

examples of La Fécundité can be seen in the China Room 

there. This is one of them. Though basically the same as the 

Allen Gallery dish it is quite different in colouring, and there 

are some detailed differences in the central design, 

suggesting that it does not belong to the Group 1 referred 

to by Jackie. It also differs from the other example in the 

same display case at The Vyne. 

 

                           Mishap in Wote Street, 1963, from the Robert Brown archive    

 In 1963 with the Town Development Scheme on the horizon but not yet underway, Wote Street was a still 

busy (albeit one way) thoroughfare for vehicles as well as pedestrians linking Brook Street at one end with 

the Market Place and London Street at the other. It was used by buses leaving the bus station situated then 

on what had been the canal wharf.  



 
Page 8        Located at no 1 Wote Street were the premises of WH Smith’s, next door to Mr Willis’s shop at 
no 2. In May 1963 WH Smith’s shop front was sheathed in scaffolding for the use of workmen attending to 
a parapet that had become unsafe. Slightly encroaching beyond the pavement into the relatively narrow 
street, this scaffolding was proving a traffic hazard and before this incident occurred it had already been hit 

by a bus and two cars.  
 
On Saturday May 11 it was struck yet again, this time by an 
Aldershot and District no 7 bus, bound for Aldershot and carrying 
about 40 passengers. The dramatically dislodged scaffolding 
ended up supported by the bus’s roof, a corner of which was 
holed. It being a Saturday no one was working on the scaffolding 
– if there had been, they might well have had a fatal fall - and 
amazingly there were no injuries to anyone on the bus or 
pedestrians in the street. Apparently, Robert Brown was nearby 
with his camera, and was on the scene soon enough to witness the 
passengers being ushered off the bus by its conductor. A relief bus 
was summoned to take them on the rest of their journey.  
 
The Basingstoke Fire Brigade was called to make the scaffolding 
safe. Robert Brown’s photos make it look as though their efforts 
put them at considerable risk; and pedestrians and vehicles 
continued to pass whilst they were carrying out this operation, all 
showing something rather less than today’s concern for health 
and safety.  

 
 



 
Altogether the Brigade spent three hours securing and dismantling it, helped in the latter stages by builders 
from Musselwhite’s. 
 
Robert Brown stayed around to see the damaged bus being driven away for repair past the Kingdon & Co 
hardware shop. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
Of special interest to us, he also got a photo of Mr Willis, looking pretty spritely for his 86 years and his young 
lady shop assistant chatting to the bus driver and conductor.  
 
The pictures are from the archive of Robert Brown photographs now in the museum, and the narrative is 

based on his captions and a report in the Southern Evening Echo of May 13, 1963, in one of a collection of 

scrapbooks of news cuttings he compiled. These have also been added to the archives.   
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Page 10         Fun in the Malthouse, by Bob Clarke 

On the 18th of June 1688 Elizabeth Dent appeared at the Town Hall before Henry Barfoot, the Mayor of 

Basingstoke, acting in his capacity as one of the town’s Justices of the Peace. She swore that on the 15th of 

June, she was looking after the kill fire [the fire used to “kill” the grains] in the killhouse of her employer, John 

Browne, maltster, when Joseph Bennett, a tailor, came in to fetch his iron which was heating by the fire.  He 

told Elizabeth that “he would have about with her and thereupon laid hold of her as she was sitting on the 

chaire and toare up her coates several times and saith he would have laien with her”, which she said he 

attempted to do. She “beleeves he would have ravished her had she not resisted & cried out & called to her 

husband who was then in the Malthouse”. 

She said when she called for her husband, Bennett shifted away. But he returned later and fell upon her and 

said he would do it and “thereupon threw this Informant downe upon the truckle bed which was in the 

roome there & threw her cloathes over & did againe attempt to ravish her & throwing her downe upon the 

pummel of the bed she this Informant saith she is sore in her back and much bruised & in other parts of her 

body”. 

On the 23rd of June Elizabeth Dent reappeared at the Town Hall, this time to lay information against Anne 

Bennett, Joseph Bennett’s wife. Elizabeth said that on the 22nd of June she was in “the backside of John 

Browne” [the maltster’s back yard] when Anne Bennett arrived and “did sweare she would teare this 

Informant to peeces & that she the said Anne Bennett would teare her this Informants heart out & further 

saith that the said Anne Bennett with a Clubb or stick did strike this Informant upon the head & with the said 

stroke did beat down this Informant & saith alsoe that the said Anne Bennett did struck at this Informant 

with a bush several times & that she this informant holding up her hands to defend her selfe this Informant 

was struck upon the hands whereby blood was drawne in several places And this Informant further maketh 

Oath that by reason of the assault aforesaid & threatening of her this Informant is in feare that the said Anne 

Bennett will beate, maime wound or kill her this Informant or do her some bodily hurt”. 

There is no indication that Elizabeth was bound over to prosecute at the next quarter sessions or that any 

further action was taken. It might be that the justices had doubts about the truth of her allegations against 

her neighbours.  

A brilliant day, photos from Mandy Brennan, Visitor Experience Assistant 

Saturday April 6 was a brilliant day at the Willis when the Butser IX Legion called in at the Silchester Exhibition 

to demonstrate all things Roman. They are a group of enactors based at the re-contructed Roman villa at 

Butser Ancient Farm in the South Downs National Park. Their visit attracted more than 300 visitors to the 

museum. Were you among them?  Here are some photos of the day from Mandy. Below Left: Ready for 

action; right: making medicines and other products with herbs and plants.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Explaining Roman medical equipment. On the table is a tool for removing teeth from dead bodies for 

re-use by the living. Right: The Sainsbury Gallery bustled with activity all day.  

What’s on at the Willis. 

Now until July 28: Karl Blossfeldt: art forms in nature. Amazing close-up images of plants and nature first published 

in 1932 by one of the defining photographers of the 20th century. A Hayward Gallery Touring Exhibition. Sainsbury 

Gallery  

Now until June 2: Personal Journeys, by the 6 Woman Alliance. Multi-media exploration of personal and 

contemporary issues by five artists, two of whom, Rebecca Aldridge and Jenny Fairweather are Friends and Willis 

Volunteers. Basingstoke Gallery 

 May 25 – June 2: Family activity: Spring flower hunt: find pictures of 8 spring flowers around the museum, mark them 

off on a spotter sheet and win a prize. For children aged 4+. Spotter sheet, £2.00  

May 26, 2 pm -3.30 pm: Sunday afternoon talk (followed by tea or coffee and cake) Capture the castle, by Tim 

Craven, formerly Curator of Southampton City Art Gallery. A history of British Castles in art. Based on a Southampton 

City Art Gallery exhibition in 2017.  Archaeology Gallery, £7. To book go on-line at  
www.hampshireculture.org.uk/willis-museum, call in or phone 01256 465902. 

May 27 (Bank Holiday Monday) 11 am – 4 pm: Nature Basingstoke. Inspired by the Karl Blossfeldt Exhibition, 

Hampshire Cultural Trust is joining forces with B&DBC and Natural Basingstoke for a day dedicated to Basingstoke’s 

natural history. Activities and information.                                                                                                                                               

June 8 – July 14: The Art Society Basingstoke, working with schools: The Society and artist Vanessa Rolf have been 

collaborating with Winklebury School to explore stories of our local area’s past and present, through mapping and 

through exploring objects to create a sense of place. Basingstoke Gallery.                        June 20, 7.30 pm: Friends’ 

talk: The life of Mary Russell Mitford, by Margaret Simons. On the writer famous for “Our village: sketches of rural 

life, character and scenery (1832), inspired by her life in Three Mile Cross near Reading. Archaeology Gallery.  

June 30, 2 pm – 3.30 pm:  Sunday afternoon talk (followed by tea or coffee and cake) Birds of Antarctica, South 

Georgia and the Falkland Islands, by Keith Betton. Introducing penguins, albatrosses and other birds of southern 

latitudes. Archaeology Gallery, £7. To book go on-line at www.hampshireculture.org.uk/willis-museum, call in or 

phone 01256 465902. 

 July 18, 7.30 pm: Friends’ talk: Historic Greenwich, by Ian Porter. The building of a great Tudor palace, the Old Royal 

Naval College, Greenwich Mean Time, and more, through to the 2012 Olympics. 

July 20 – Sept 1: Summer holiday workshops: The gallery will be given over to workshops and ad-ons to the Sainsbury 

Gallery Community Exhibition. 
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Page 12 July 28, 2 pm-3.30 pm: Sunday afternoon talk (followed by tea or coffee and cake). A view of The Vyne, by 

Chris Burrows. Improve your knowledge of this magnificent historic house so close to us. Archaeology Gallery, £7. To 

book go on-line at www.hampshireculture.org.uk/willis-museum, call in or phone 01256 465902. 

 There will be no Friends’ talk or Sunday afternoon talk in August. Details of a Friends’ Summer visit will be made 

available as soon as possible. 

Aug 3-Nov 3: Artist led Community Exhibition. Over the summer and autumn, the Museum will become a free studio 

for creativity and experimentation for families and young people. Look out for more information in the coming weeks. 

Sainsbury Gallery 

Sept 7- Oct 20: Basingstoke Art Club Annual Exhibition. Basingstoke Gallery. 

Sept 19, 7.30 pm: Iron Age and Roman Silchester, by Professor Mike Fulford. Covering Silchester’s early evolution from 

Iron Age settlement to Roman town, the talk will describe the results of recent excavations inside and outside the town 

and some of the insights provided by on-going research.   

Sept 29, 2 pm – 3.30 pm: Sunday afternoon talk (followed by tea or coffee and cake). Stone curlews, by Keith 
Betton.  The story of this intriguing and rare migratory bird and the speaker’s work with the RSPB to increase their 
numbers. Archaeology Gallery, £7. To book go on-line at www.hampshireculture.org.uk/willis-museum, call in or 

phone 01256 465902. 

What’s on elsewhere 

Basingstoke Archaeological and Historical Society (BAHS) www.bahsoc.org.uk  

Meetings will take place at Church Cottage starting at 7.30 pm. Admission is free for BAHS members. There is a £3 

charge for non-members. For current position regarding Covid-19 please see BAHS website or phone Penny Martin, 
secretary on 01256 974212. 

 

June 10: East Anglia and the arrival of the Anglo-Saxons, by Paul Whiter, BAHS 

Sept 9: Excavations at Hursley Park, by Jane and Andy King, WARG 

 

Tadley and District History Society (TADS) www.tadshistory.com 

Meeting on the second Monday of the month at Baughurst and Heath End Hall, Heath End Road RG26 5LU 

at 8.00 pm. Free to members. Non-members £3.00.  

 

June 10: The Great Train Robbery, by Tony Keep 

July 8: Stratfield Saye House – a virtual tour, by Michael Aris and Richard Bennett 

Sep 9: The complete history of Thatcham, by Dr Nick Young 

 

Allen Gallery, 10-12 Church Street, Alton GU34 2BW (open daily except Mondays,1030-

1600) www.hampshireculture.org.uk/curtis-museum ;  www.hampshireculture.org.uk/allen-gallery   
Now until June 23: Re-connecting: habitats, wildlife, people, by Ceramicist Bridget Macklin and 

photographer Alex Potts. Celebrating the restoration for nature of local site, Blacknest Fields 

May 18, 2-4 pm: Raw clay workshop with Bridget Macklin. Use clay mixed with wildflower seeds to create 

“seedy beasties.” For ages 8+ to adult. £12. Book on-line or call 01420 82802 

May 27, sessions running 10 am – 2 pm. Street stories:  Re-create your favourite story characters in 2D or 

3D for display across town in the Alton Arts Festival. All ages, £5, payable on the day 

May 28, 8.45 – 10.30 pm. Marvellous moths at night: Wrap up warmly for after dark discoveries in the 

walled garden with local expert Chris Piper. Free drop-in   

May 29, 10.30 am – 12.30 pm. Marvellous moths and mini-beasts. Find and study them in the walled garden 

with naturalists Chris Piper and Dr June Chatfield. Free drop-in 

June 8, 2-4 pm: Cynotype workshop with wildlife photographer Alex Potts: Use sunlight to create blue and 

white prints from leaves, grasses and flowers. For ages 7+ to adult Tickets £7.50 

http://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/willis-museum
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