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On August 1st Friends were able sit and look around them in company with this 18th century naturalist. 

See The Friends visit Gilbert White’s House. Commissioned by the Friends of the Gilbert White Museum 

the sculpture by Peter Lyell Robinson was unveiled by Alan Titchmarsh in July 2020 to commemorate the 

300th anniversary of his birth. (Photo: Steve Crudge) 

 

‘The Friends’ was founded in 1978 to “promote, support and improve the Willis Museum.” Meetings 

are held on the third Thursday of the month for ten months of the year, and other events are arranged 

from time to time.  Registered Charity no 280406. 

  

Annual subscription £15. Visitor for one meeting £3 

Your committee: Derek Anthony (Chairman), David Wickens (Deputy Chairman and Programme 
Secretary); Ian Scott (Treasurer); Isobel Archer (Minutes Secretary); Steve Crudge (Publicity); John Hollands 
(Publicity and Newsletter); Barbara Johnson (Membership Secretary); Stuart Parker; Jenny Stevens (Venue 
Manager, ex officio).   

Contact us c/o the museum, or by email at enquiries@friendsofthewillis  
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From the Chairman, Derek Anthony 

Welcome to the Autumn 2024 issue of our newsletter.  I do hope that you have had a relaxing and 
enjoyable Summer. 

Firstly, I would like to thank everyone who has renewed their membership for another 12 months.  As I 
write this, at the end of August, membership stands at 100.  For anyone who has not yet renewed, it is 
not too late.  Send your form and subscription to Barbara Johnson, Membership Secretary, before the 
end of September and she will be delighted to add your name to the list of this year’s members.  
Barbara’s contact details are as follows: -   

3 Hillstead Court, Cliddesden Road, Basingstoke, RG21 3PT, Phone 01256 326191. Email  
edandbarbjohnson@gmail.com  

Once again this year our Programme Secretary, David Wickens, has arranged a varied and very 
interesting programme of talks, starting with Professor Mike Fulford on Thursday 16th September.  His 
subject is “Iron Age and Roman Silchester”. 

Please be sure to put the date of this year’s Annual General Meeting into your diary – Thursday October 
17th – at 7.30pm in the Willis Museum.  All the relevant documents will be sent to you ahead of the 
meeting.  The AGM is an important opportunity for us to look back over the past 12 months and into the 
future. 

We are always looking to add new blood and to strengthen our committee.  If you think that you might 
be able to help, please do contact me and I will be happy to explain what is involved.  My phone number 
is 01256 322073 and my email address is derekganthony@btinternet.com 

Visit to Gilbert White’s House and Gardens, by Derek Anthony 

On Thursday 1st August a group of 21 Friends of the Willis Museum and guests visited Gilbert White’s House 

and Gardens in the village of Selborne, 4 miles to the South of Alton. 

The Reverend Gilbert White (1720 – 1793) spent most of his life in Selborne and is best known for his book 

“The Natural History of Selborne”.  He was a pioneer naturalist who influenced many others, including Charles 

Darwin. 

The Summer Outing was a follow-up to the April 2024 monthly meeting of the Friends when Kimberley James, 

from Gilbert White’s House, gave a talk entitled “Gilbert White, Life and Times”. 

The House is a museum to the memory of Gilbert White and his work and to the lives of the Oates brothers, 

Frank who explored Africa and his more famous brother Lawrence who died with Captain Scott on his ill-

fated expedition to the South Pole.    

mailto:edandbarbjohnson@gmail.com
mailto:derekganthony@btinternet.com


Page 3     For anyone who has never visited this House and Gardens, I can highly recommend them, especially 

on a fine summer day.  For anyone who may have visited in the past, but not for 5 or more years, you will be 

pleasantly surprised at how much has changed and improved since your last visit.  The interior of the House 

has been remodelled, the old stables opened as a cafe and a brewery added.  The cultivated parts of the 

grounds have been extended while the extensive lawns and paddocks, overlooked by the hanger woods, are 

a treat to wander round.  

The weather was kind to us, the very essence of an English summer day, pleasantly warm, with sunshine and 

white clouds.  All building up to a spectacular thunderstorm, but not until everyone had enjoyed a last cup 

of tea and was on the way home.    

Photos: 1. The house from the garden 2. One of two bookcases completely filled with different editions of 

The natural history of Selborne 3. Gilbert White’s herb garden 4. Friends taking tea together at the end of the 

visit. 
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 Page 4   Liverpool Bay to Christchurch Bay, via Basingstoke, by Howard Ray 

Like Isobel, who wrote about her early life in Beverley in the January Newsletter I was also born and bred 
elsewhere – on Merseyside in fact, on the Wirral. It was not till 1971, when I was in my mid-twenties, 
that I first heard of Basingstoke. I had to get a map out to ascertain where it was in the Country. 

There was nothing particularly unusual about my early years with a fairly traditional way of life and 
schooling. Looking back one of the big influences on those early years was the parish church of St 
Saviour’s in Birkenhead, where my parents were involved, and I was a choirboy. After my voice broke, I 
moved on to bell-ringing and more significantly, with hindsight, involvement with the Youth Fellowship, 
which had a huge impact on my later life. One of the most significant results of joining the Youth 
Fellowship was that I met my future wife (though we believe that we were in the same Sunday school 
class when of primary school age). As we got older both Wendy and I took on leadership roles which 
culminated in our representing our Church group on a local Deanery coordination group and latterly at 
a Chester Diocesan level. Wendy eventually became the Secretary of the Chester Diocesan Youth 
Conference, whilst I was studying for professional exams. This was the time of the emergence of the 
Mersey Beat sound and as a result we arranged events in the Parish Hall in the mid 1960’s featuring 
some of the groups who would become nationally known a few years later (left). These regular 

occasions were always 
absolute sell-outs and crowd 
control became an increasing 
challenge for us. In later years 
we even organised a St 
Saviour’s youth group holiday 
in the mountains of North 
Wales, with the Parish Curate 
in attendance to oversee 
everything. All this taught me 
administration and leadership 
skills and in particular money 
management.  

In 1962 I joined a Unilever 
subsidiary based in the 
famous Port Sunlight locality 
as a Trainee Cost & Works 
Accountant, which resulted in 
qualification in 1968 and 
election as an Associate in 
early 1969. Wendy & I married 
later that year and bought our 
first house, a new build, for 
£4,275. By then I had moved on 
to another Unilever subsidiary, 
R. Silcock and Sons who made 
animal feeds Page 5      with 
their Head Office in Liverpool. I 
had only been there for 
eighteen months when our 
future plans were thrown up in 



Page 5    the air. It was announced that Unilever was merging its two animal feeds businesses (the other 
being British Oil and Cake Mills with their Head office in Reading) and were establishing a new 
combined Head Office in a new development in Basingstoke. I was offered a re-location package. That 
is when the map came out! Why not experience life in Hampshire for a few years we thought. And there 
we remained for 52 years. 

The new BOCM Silcock Head Office was in Basing 
View and still under construction when I first made a 
visit to Basingstoke in February 1971 (right). Other 
than the AA’s Fanum House it was one of the first 
buildings in Basing View – unlike many it is still there 
in almost its original form and is, I believe, now known 
as The Square. I took up my new role in May and for 
three months commuted weekly from the Wirral, 
living in the Feathers in Wote Street during the week. 
Our first house, which we moved to in September 
1971 after a completion delay was in Sheppard Road, 
before moving to Camwood Close in 1978, where 
living opposite were Derek and Elspeth Anthony. There we stayed for 45 years until moving to Milford on 
Sea on the south coast of Hampshire in June 2023. 

Over those fifty plus years in Basingstoke we experienced the rapid population growth and building 
expansion. When we first moved to Sheppard Road much of the Brighton Hill estate did not exist – there 
were donkeys grazing at the end of Hatch Warren Lane at the junction with the old A30 where we now 
have the Viables Roundabout. The M3 was just being built when we first visited the town and I well 
remember using part of it in an unfinished state to get from Cliddesden back to Basingstoke, soon after 
the closure of the through Cliddesden Road beyond the Golden Lion.  

I could go on for ages about those early years in Basingstoke including my involvement with St Michaels 
in the early years of the new Team Ministry, which resulted in my being persuaded to succeed Alec 
Holmes as Parish Treasurer in addition to the role of St Michael’s church Treasurer. All our children 
attended Fairfields School with two present when the school marked their Centenary in 1988. We have 
their mugs marking this occasion and also a Centenary Cookbook published by the Fairfields 

Association with funding 
from seven major 
employers in the town. 
Wendy typed up every 
recipe in the book – a huge 
undertaking (left) However 
for three of the children 



their first experience of education was at the long gone Victoria Prep School in Richmond Road, run by 
Murial Pink, (above) straw boaters were required for the girls in the summer months We also well 
remember walking along the Shrubbery Walk into town from Sheppard Road before the ring road was 
built. One of our daughters was born at the Shrubbery Maternity Unit in Cliddesden Road before it was 
demolished to provide the land for that section of the ring road. 

The steadily increasing demands of work meant that my involvement in Basingstoke activities reduced, 
other than being heavily involved in the formation of a Basingstoke Centre of my professional 
accounting body for which I was initially the Secretary and then Chairman and in due course President 
after it gained full Branch status. During that time, I had a lot of contact with Derek Anthony who in his 
role at Eli Lilly hosted many of our meetings. With the massive growth of employment in the town and 
many head offices re-locating to Basingstoke this was a hugely successful and active organisation. 
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Page 7     I will now jump 
forward twenty odd years 
to 1999 when I happened 
to be thumbing through 
some old paperwork and 
my attention was drawn to 
a page from a newspaper – 
the Hampshire Observer 
dated December 1944. 
This contained a piece 
referring to the death of a 
man who it became clear 
was my great grandfather 
and his funeral at St Cross 
in Winchester (right). What 
was he doing there? That 
started me on a voyage of 
discovery in terms of 
Family History research, 
which is still ongoing. 

My subsequent efforts over a number of years revealed my unknown 
connection with Basingstoke. This newspaper article told me that in “the 
years before the Great War of 1914/8” Great Grandfather had been based 
in Basingstoke in charge of the “Hampshire Observer and Basingstoke 
News”. His office was in what was then the Lesser Market, the façade of 
which remains as part of the Haymarket complex in Wote Street. Little did 
I know the significance of what I was looking at from my bedroom window 
at the Feathers each day!  

He lived in Southern Road in a house which surprisingly still exists, and he 
was heavily involved with the building of All Saints Church in 1914, prior to 
which services were held in the “tin hut”, which is now the Hall.  

My most significant discovery was that in 1904 he was the author of a 
biography on one of the most significant families and benefactors in 
Basingstoke of the 19th century.  The book which many of you will have 
heard about and even read is entitled “The Mays of Basingstoke” of which 
I have a copy (above right) in excellent condition with a label inside telling 
me it was presented to a Mr Cooper JP with the compliments of Lieut. 
Colonel May.  

I found out that Great Grandfather’s first wife, my great grandmother, died in 1907 and to my absolute 
amazement is buried in the South View/Holy Ghost cemetery. There is no headstone, but I know the 
plot number and therefore the exact location where she rests. Just four years later he re-married in St 
Michael’s a lady from the Lake Family who lived in a house, which again still exists, in Worting Road on 
the corner with Rayleigh Road. I then found that just two months later my grandparents were also 
married at St Michael’s. She lived and worked as a dressmaker at Bowmans in London Street on the       



Page 8         site which I believe is now 
occupied by Barclays Bank. (right)) He 
was also employed in Basingstoke by a 
tailor as a Dresser.  In due course he 
went off to fight in the war and on his 
return took up a post with a tailor in 
Liverpool. 

So, to my amazement, after all those 
years away from my assumed roots on 
Merseyside I had found that I was living 
in not only the County but the very town 
where I can claim to have some very 
significant connections. Subsequent research revealed that I can claim to be very much a man of 
Hampshire, having traced my family back to the mid-1700s with Romsey, Nursling, Michelmarsh, 
Otterbourne and Winchester featuring prominently.  

It is a small world!!    

  From the Robert Brown archives: End of term at St John’s, by the Editor with Fred Kinge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was probably near the end of the 1967 school summer term that Robert Brown photographed a line of   St 

John’s School pupils standing in front of the railings that edged the school playground. Standing at one end 

is the head teacher Mr C Holmes.  

Do you recognise any of the children in this photo? 

It’s a rather poignant scene: beyond the railings lies a flattened expanse of bare chalk dotted with cranes, 

pile drivers, piles of earth, and builders’ vehicles. The new Town Centre was just starting to materialise.                    



Page 9   Demolished buildings had stood here, and the same fate awaited St John’s so this was to be its very 

last school term. Next term the pupils in the photo would either go on to secondary education or move to a 

replacement school in Kingsmill Road.  

On the final day St John’s went out with a bang rather than a whimper, as was made clear by a cutting in the 

Robert Brown archive from the Hants and Berks Gazette. The evening was marked by a great gathering of 

past pupils and teachers, including Mrs N Woolgar of Worting Road and some other ex-scholars who had 

been present when the school first opened on June 3, 1901.  The school had grown quickly perhaps due more 

than a little to what all agreed had been its outstandingly happy atmosphere. There were speeches from the 

platform, a “most interesting exhibition” of photographs, documents and teaching equipment illustrative of 

the school’s history, and an opportunity to visit the old classrooms. The proceedings ended with a hearty 

rendering of “Now thank we all our God”.  

 

The Gazette reported that “two women, (regrettably not named, but can you name them?) who had sat 

together some 50 years ago found to their amazement that they could still squeeze into their old desks”. 

Happily, Robert Brown was on hand to photograph them doing just that along with a few other ex-pupils.  

Singled out for special mention by the Gazette were three generations of the same family who had all 

attended the school. They were Mrs D Kinge of Hilary Road, her two sons and a grandson. One of the two 

sons was Mr Fred Kinge of Queen Mary Avenue who displayed the wristwatch received from Canon Bousted 

on behalf of the School Governors and medals he received “for his wonderful record of not missing one day 

of schooling during his school life.” (9 years and six weeks without ever being late either) Mr C Wateridge 

and Mr CGC Crochley also displayed “medals testifying to perfect attendance”.  

Does the name “Fred Kinge” sound familiar? Yes, he was the father of our Fred Kinge, the grandson of Mrs D 

Kinge mentioned above.  

Our Fred who started at St John’s in 1950 has 

this photo of himself taken on the occasion. His 

father is on the left, and his Uncle Tony on the 

right. He also has his father’s medals and at our 

last meeting he brought them into the Willis to 

show your editor including the one with ribbon 

and bars illustrated on the next page.  
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Fred junior told me that his father did nearly lose his untarnished record. One morning he 

went down with flu, making him far too ill to go to school. His record survived intact 

because the epidemic was spreading like wildfire among the school’s pupils, and St John’s 

was shut down for the duration that same day.  

 

 

 

Your Attention is drawn to the list of [Swing] Rioters, By Bob Clarke 

A copy of poster in the Willis’s archive collection, headed “Division of Basingstoke” lists the names of the 

rioters who were apprehended on the 23rd of 

November 1830. These were some of the 

people who took part in the local outbreak of 

the disturbances that became known as the 

Swing riots. 

The Swing riots quickly spread across the south 
of England during November 1830 as rural 
labourers protested against the introduction of 
mechanization that threatened their livelihood, 
farmers lowering their wages, enclosure 
reducing their rights to the common lands, and 
poverty caused by an oversupply of labour in an 
area where there was little alternative 
employment. They were called the Swing riots 
because of the threatening letters that some 
farmers received that were signed by the 
mythical “Captain Swing”. Edmund Portsmouth 
of Eastrop Farm and Robert Buxton of Monk 
Sherborne received letters threatening to set 
fire to their premises if they did not remove 
their threshing machines.   

Sporadic outbreaks occurred in many parts of 

Hampshire. In Overton on 18 November several 

hundred labourers marched round the streets 

demanding money or food, saying that they had 

been starving and they and their wives and 

children had been living long enough on bread 

and potatoes. They withdrew from the town 

after receiving money and food from the 

shopkeepers and other inhabitants and receiving promises from the local farmers to raise their wages. 

On 27 November 1830, the Hampshire Advertiser reported: “Basingstoke and its vicinity was this week in 

considerable alarm, owing to nearly 200 persons of the worst and most ignorant of the population having 

congregated, in order to extort money from gentlemen, farmers, etc.”.  



Page 11     Despite the report in the Hampshire Advertiser, the only incidents within Basingstoke happened 

on the far edge of the parish.  On 19 November a group of around 50 labourers visited Down Grange, the 

home of Mrs Cassandra Hankey, demanding money and higher wages. George Brown, Mrs Hankey’s bailiff, 

said it was impossible to speak to them all, but he would be happy to speak to a spokesman. John Gold and 

William Astridge, two labourers from Cliddesden, stepped forward and went into the kitchen where they met 

Mrs Hankey. Mrs Hankey gave Gold and Astridge one or two gold sovereigns and told Brown to give whisky 

and water to the men outside. After which, Astridge and Gold led the men away. Later that evening, George 

Brown met some of the men in the Stag and Hounds. He told them they were going the wrong way about 

getting higher wages and offered to draft a paper for them. 

At ten in the morning on 22 November Down Grange was visited again, this time by a gang of around 150 

armed with bludgeons and sticks. Gold and Astridge were in the crowd, but the main actor seems to have 

been Thomas Bennett of Basing who was encouraging the men throughout the proceedings. Mrs Hankey 

spoke to the men through the kitchen window and tried to appease them by giving them a sovereign and 

ordering John Childs, her footman, to give them bread and beef. The men broke down the doors of the 

blacksmith’s forge and stole three sledgehammers which they used to break the winnowing machine to 

pieces. 

Later that morning they visited Worting where they demanded money from various householders and 

destroyed a threshing machine. They then moved on to Wootton St Lawrence, starting at Manydown Park 

where they demanded money from Harris Bigg Wither who gave them a sovereign because he was afraid, 

they would attack his house with their sledgehammers. At around half-past two they arrived at Tangier Park, 

the home of William Lutely Sclater. Sclater said the men surrounded him and demanded money. He thought 

that they were going to break down the door, so he gave them two sovereigns.  

The next day some of them took four shillings and sixpence from John Follett, a farmer at Pamber. They then 

descended on the hamlet of Salters Heath where they took a guinea from Thomas Chandler at Woodgate 

Farmhouse and a five-pound Basingstoke and Odiham banknote from William Hooper, another farmer. 

In the evening, they went to the White Lion at Salters Heath to divide their spoil. While they were there, the 

pub was surrounded by a party of Grenadier Guards and the 9th Lancers commanded by Sir Claudius Hunter, 

who ordered them to surrender. The Guards marched 57 rioters to Basingstoke and lodged them in a large 

outhouse during the night.  

Next morning, the local magistrates interrogated them and committed 24 of them to Winchester jail. At about 

four o’clock that afternoon, a company of Lancers escorted them to Winchester. William Leavey, landlord of 

the White Lion, was given £1 to cart the bludgeons, iron bars and other weapons left in his pub to Winchester. 

At the Special Commission held at Winchester in the week beginning 20 December to try the 345 prisoners 

who had been charged with taking part in the Swing riots in various parts of Hampshire, Gold, Astridge and 

Bennett’s cases were deferred to a later date as Mrs Hankey was too ill to prosecute. They appeared at the 

Lent Assizes charged with robbery but were acquitted. Of the remaining 21 sent from Basingstoke, James 

Baker, John Batten, Charles and John Bullpit, William Burgess, George Clark, James Cook, John and Richard 

Keens, Charles Pain, Richard Rampton, Thomas Warwick and Wiliam Wearham were found guilty and 

sentenced to death, but later commuted to transportation to Australia. The remainder were acquitted. 

John Batten, Charles and John Bulpitt, Richard Keens, Charles Pain and Thomas Warwick were transported 

for life. James Baker, George Clark, James Cook and John Keens were transported for 14 years. Willian 

Burgess, Richard Rampton and William Wearham were transported for seven years. Several of these, mainly 

young, men left wives and children in Hampshire. 



Page 12     On various dates in February 1831 they were transferred from Winchester jail to the York hulk at 

Portsmouth to await transportation. John Batten, Charles and John Bulpitt, James Cook, Charles Pain and 

Thomas Warwick did not have to wait long. They sailed on the convict ship Eleanor, which left Portsmouth 

on 19 February 1831 and arrived at Port Jackson, Sydney, New South Wales on 25 June after a voyage of 126 

days. William Burgess, George Clark, Richard Keens, Richard Rampton and William Wearham sailed on the 

convict ship Proteus which left Portsmouth on 14 April 1831 and arrived at Van Dieman’s Land (VDL), now 

Tasmania, on 3 August after a voyage of 111 days. James Baker sailed on the convict ship Portland which left 

Portsmouth on 27 November 1831 and arrived at Port Jackson on 26 March 1832 after a voyage of 120 Days. 

Poor John Keens had to remain on the York hulk until 13 December 1832 before leaving Portsmouth on the 

convict ship Lotus, which did not arrive at Hobart VDL until 16 May 1833 after 154 days at sea.  

 

Searching for Van der Valk: a personal view, by Steve Crudge 

Piet Van der Valk has become a thoroughly established television character, a favourite of Independent 

Television who return to him when in need of a police detective to fill the evening schedules. I must confess 

to being a fan of ITV’s original Van der Valk played by Barry Foster (I will leave you to make up your own minds 

about the recent revival with Marc Warren); instant nostalgia, courtesy of Talking Pictures TV, with the 

Amsterdam locations, strong casting and memorable theme tune which, if memory serves, reached No. 1 in 

the charts a little over fifty years ago. 

Talking Pictures doing what it aims to do, reconnect people with the shows and films of their younger years. 

However, one thing niggled me as the credits rolled at the end of each episode, what about the original 

novels on which the character was based? No longer in print they appeared lost in another age (not an 

altogether misleading impression as it turned out) and as a keen reader of detective fiction I kept telling 

myself to track down at least one of the novels. Inertia and absentmindedness were eventually overcome, 

and an internet search delivered “Because of the Cats”, originally published in 1963. The unconventional title 

was, I came to realise, trademark Nicolas Freeling. 

The character of Van der Valk, as portrayed by Barry Foster, was very much there in the book but it was not 

a story I recognised; further visits to the internet and to Hay-on-Wye (primarily for a walking holiday, honest!), 

the second-hand book capital of Britain, gave up three more novels from the 1960s and I could see that while 

television had taken the leading characters created by the author they had not adopted the storylines, only 

occasionally throwing in a dash or two of Freeling. 

Reading the novels was pleasurably challenging and, in conjunction with an internet search about the author, 

I was able to identify a provisional timeline for the portrayal of Van der Valk. Created by Freeling in the early 

sixties and heavily influenced by Georges Simenon’s Maigret, he was not adapted for television until almost 

ten years later, although like Maigret he appeared eminently suited to the little screen. The answer for the 

delay, I reckoned, was Freeling’s antipathy to both film and television. 

The novels are a good read, although of their time, and while engagingly conversational in tone Freeling 

obviously enjoyed keeping his readers on their toes with unexpected references (many distinctly obscure to 

a modern reader) and lateral leaps. He comes across as a very knowledgeable and educated man, also 

extremely opinionated and through his characters, including Van der Valk himself, and the occasional lengthy 

aside reveals his preferences and prejudices. Literature, classical music, art, history and politics are worthy 

subjects, film, television and popular music are not – even Hitchcock comes in for a broadside!  

I don’t think I am being unfair in saying that Nicolas Freeling was probably a prickly character and resisted 

the transfer of his creation to film and television. This is confirmed for me by Freeling killing off his character 



Page 13 within a year or so of ITV’s first series. Freeling leaves Van der Valk’s wife, Arlette, to solve the 

mystery, following up with another novel in which she is the sole protagonist. Ok TV, you have him! 

Nicolas Freeling was British but lived most of his life in continental Europe, gaining considerable experience 

and knowledge of France, Netherlands, Belgium and Germany. He was, rather like Laurence Durrell for 

example, more at home outside the UK and often very critical of Britain and the British. He liked comparisons 

between European countries and their peoples and gave Van der Valk a French wife to reveal different 

perspectives. 

Freeling may have enjoyed killing off Van der Valk to spite television, but it was not good for his income. He 

restarted his detective writing with a new character Henri Castang, a French detective who also has a wife 

from another country, Vera a refugee from communist Czechoslovakia. The Castang novels ran from the 

1970s through to the 1990s, more numerous than the Van der Valks but are even harder to track down. Even 

World of Books and Amazon are not chock-a-block with them. Critically they were well received but minimal 

exposure to television or film, no doubt at the insistence of Freeling, has left them very much in obscurity.  

My search for Freeling’s novels continues; aided by that great bargain hunter John Cooper, there have been 

successes in second-hand bookshops in Alton and Andover. Adding to the fun an order from World of Books 

took almost six weeks to arrive as the address somehow failed to include my apartment number! The search 

for Van der Valk and his intriguing creator has plenty of pages still to be turned.   

       

What’s on at the Willis 

Now until Oct 20:  On the farm, an exhibition by Basingstoke Art Club. Basingstoke Gallery. This year’s annual 

themed exhibition by the Art Club. A selling exhibition. 

Now until Nov 3: Time Studio: connecting artists and community. Sainsbury Gallery. An innovative and constantly 

changing exhibition of artwork by local people discovering their talents (probably including some Friends!)  created in 

workshops with local artists working in a variety of media. 

Sept 29, 2 pm -3.30 pm:  Sunday afternoon talk followed by tea or coffee and cake:  Stone curlews, by Keith Betton, 

Chairman of Hampshire Ornithological Society. Another of Keith’s popular illustrated presentations on bird life. 

Archaeology Gallery. £7.00. To book go on-line at www.hampshireculture.org.uk/willismuseum, call in or phone 

01256 465902 

Oct 17, 7.30 pm. Friends’ Association AGM followed by “Jane Austen in her own words”, a presentation by your 

committee. Your attendance and input are earnestly requested!  

 

HALF TERM week, Oct 26- Nov3: Family activities to be announced. Special opening on Monday and Tuesday. 

Pumpkin trail: Drop in and help find a naughty witch’s hidden pumpkins and take home a prize. Trail sheet, £2.00 

Oct 30, 11 am and 2 pm: Halloween mask making, suitable for ages 5+. Wear your mask for the torchlight evening or 

your own Halloween party. Children must be accompanied by an adult. £3.00 per child. Sainsbury Gallery 

5.30 pm – 7 pm: Willis Museum by torchlight, for children and accompanied adults! Remember to bring a torch. 

What will be lurking round hidden corners? No need to book. Hot chocolate served in the café. 

Nov 3, 11.30 am and 2.30 pm: Hagstone Storyteller, Michael O’Leary. For children aged 5+. Join Michael for stories 

inspired by ancient myths and legends to round off the half term.  £6.00 per child who must be accompanied by an 

adult.  Sainsbury Gallery. Please pre-book. 

Oct 26-Nov 24: Basingstoke Gallery Exhibition, details to be confirmed. 

Oct 27 2pm – 3.30 pm: Sunday afternoon talk: Black History Month: a personal journey, by Grace Powell, 

Basingstoke Caribbean Society. Sainsbury Gallery, max 20 places. £4.00 with 10% discount in Café Willis. Pre-book 

as for Sept 29.  Grace came to England on the ”Empire Windrush”.  

Nov 16-Feb 23: Basingstoke’s my home: local stories with Global Roots.  Sainsbury Gallery.   

 A Sequel to last year’s “Our Windrush Story”, this lottery funded exhibition will explore more stories of immigration 

and why people chose to make Basingstoke their home, all tied together by artwork by illustrator Nami Ralph. 

http://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/willismuseum
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downfall of France’s Second Empire, Eugenie, the wife of Napoleon III came to live in Farnborough. 

Nov 24, 2 pm -3.30 pm: Sunday afternoon talk, then tea or coffee and cake: Coach and Coach Horns: a journey by 

stagecoach from London to Exeter, by Colin Pawson, Archaeology Gallery. A reminder of when Basingstoke was a 

major stopping place for stagecoach services. With traditional coach horn calls! £7.00 Book as for Sept 29 

Dec 15, 2 pm- 3.30 pm: Sunday afternoon talk, then tea or coffee and cake: God bless us every one! The story of 

Charles Dickens, “A Christmas Carol” and Christmas, by Terri Reid. Archaeology Gallery. £7. 00 Book as for Sep 29. 

CHRISTMAS PERIOD family activities. 

Nov 30 – Jan 5: Seasonal Activity room for make and takes, workshops and seasonal themed art. Inspiration will be 

taken from some of the participating communities in the Basingstoke my Home exhibition. Basingstoke Gallery. 

Nov 30 – Dec 22: Christmas Trail. Hunt for the parcels that the elves have lost around the museum. 

Dec 7, 11.30 am and 2.30 pm: Festive folk tales, with Amanda Kaye-Smith, Professional Storyteller. Interactive 

storytelling with lots of family participation. For ages 5+.  Sainsbury Gallery. £6 per child with accompanying adult (no 

charge for the adult). Please pre-book. 

Dec 21, 11am and 2pm: Festive candle holder workshop, for adults and children aged 7+. Make them from clay and 

all things sparkly. £3 per participant. Children must be accompanied by an adult. Please pre-book.  

Jan 11 – Feb 8: A world of pure imagination, by Basingstoke Amateur Operatic Society. A taster for the Society’s 

version of “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory” to be performed at the Haymarket in March. Basingstoke Gallery. 

Jan 16, 7.30 pm: Friends’ Association.  Caversham Park’s 930 years at the centre of history, by Dr Stephen Goss. 

Archaeology Gallery. Next newsletter to be issued.  

What’s on elsewhere 

Allen Gallery, 10-12 Church Street, Alton GU34 2BW (open daily except Mondays, 10.30 am – 4.30 pm) 

www.hampshireculture.org.uk/allen-gallery   

Sep 21-Oct 3: Genesis of creation: artwork by three established Ukrainian artists 

Oct 5 and Oct 19: Handmade ceramic tile making with expert ceramicist Sian Van Driel, introductory session at the 

gallery on Oct 5 and workshop at 318 Ceramics, Farnham on Oct 19. £60 for both. Book on-line. 

Oct 19- Nov 3: Autumn pumpkin trail, a spooky drop-in trail for families with children, £2 per trail sheet.  

There is also a pumpkin trail at the nearby Curtis Museum. 

Friends of the Curtis Museum and Allen Gallery, Alton. Meeting 7.30 pm at the Allen Gallery. No charge for non-

members but donations are welcome. Further information from Jane Hurst, 01420 86701 janehursr1@gmail.com  

Oct 10: Creating character through costume with reference to Jane Austen Productions and Bridgerton, by 

Alexandra Walker, Hampshire Wardrobe 

Nov 14: Butser Ancient Farm, by Therese Kearns 

Basingstoke Archaeological and Historical Society (BAHS) www.bahsoc.org.uk  
Meeting at Church Cottage starting at 7.30 pm. Admission free for BAHS members., £3 for non-members. No need 

to pre-book.  Secretary Penny Martin, 01256 974212, bahsecretary@outlook.com; Website:  www.bahsoc.org.u 

 

Oct 14: Hampshire and the Spitfire, by Paul Beaver, aviation historian, author and broadcaster. 

Nov 11: The unknown warrior, by Rhydian Vaughan, MBE, war historian 

Dec9: Sun Lane, New Alresford PCA excavation of a Bronze Age funerary site, by Paul McCulloch, Regional Manager, 

Pre-Construct Archaeology. 

Tadley and District History Society (TADS) www.tadshistory.com 
Meeting on the second Monday of the month at Baughurst and Heath End Hall, Heath End Road RG26 5LU at 8.00 

pm. Free to members. Non-members £3.00.  

 

Oct 14: Loddon Valley Lions, by John Goodchild 

Nov 11: Roller and Burberry, by Ian Burn                

http://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/allen-gallery
mailto:janehursr1@gmail.com
http://www.bahsoc.org.uk/
mailto:bahsecretary@outlook.com
http://www.bahsoc.org.u/
http://www.tadshistory.com/

