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The Friends of the
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‘The Friends’ was founded in 1978 to “promote, support and improve the Willis Museum.” Meetings are
held on the third Thursday of the month for ten months of the year, and other events are arranged from
time to time. Registered Charity no 280406.

Annual subscription £15. Visitor for one meeting £3

Your committee: Derek Anthony (Chairman), David Wickens (Deputy Chairman and Programme Secretary);
lan Scott (Treasurer); Steve Crudge (Publicity and Minutes); John Hollands (Publicity and Newsletter);
Barbara Johnson (Membership Secretary); Stuart Parker (Assistant Programme Secretary); Jenny Stevens
(Venue Manager, ex officio).

This newsletter was compiled and edited by John Hollands and proofread and distributed by Derek
Anthony.

Contact us c/o the museum, or by email at enquiries@friendsofthewillis
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From the Chairman, Derek Anthony

Welcome to the May issue of our Newsletter. | do hope that you have been able to enjoy this year’s
exceptionally fine Spring weather.

| am pleased to report that the Friends of the Willis Museum (FOWM) is in rude health with 105 members
and more than £11,000 in the bank.

As many of you may have heard Jenny Stevens, the Museum’s Venue Manager, will be retiring from the
Hampshire Cultural Trust at the end of August after working for more than 30 years in the heritage sector.
Not, Jenny assures us, so that she can spend her time sitting in a deckchair but rather so that she can try
something new. We thank Jenny for all her help and support over the past 14 years and wish her the very
best for the future.

Your committee has selected the Museum of Military Medicine at Keogh Barracks, Ash Vale, Aldershot for
this Year’s Summer Outing which will take place on the afternoon of Thursday 7™ August. The Museum’s
curator, David Wiggins, was brought up in Basingstoke, lives in Micheldever and recently joined the FOWM.
More details of the Outing will be available at our June and July meetings.

Finally, | would like to recommend a visit to the Sainsbury Gallery in the Museum to see the current
exhibition, The Comedy Wildlife Photography Awards. This is one which the whole family can enjoy.

A message from Jenny Stevens, Venue Manager
Hello all,

It’s been a busy few weeks at the Museum, The current exhibition — Comedy Wildlife Photography Awards
has proven to be popular — | think people need something to make them smile at the moment! We had a
productive Easter, despite the good weather, with families enjoying the trails and activities, including owl
pellet dissection, which proved especially popular.



Page 3 This exhibition is with us until the end of June — we then go into exhibition change over before
welcoming the next display, which will be Michael Rosen: The Illustrators
www.hampshireculture.org.uk/event/michael-rosen-illustrators

Anyone with small people in their lives will have come across Michael’s books, the best known being We're
Going on a Bear Hunt.

The other news | need to share with you is that | will be leaving Hampshire Cultural Trust and my role as
Manager of the Willis Museum on the 31 August. 20 years to the day that | left Portsmouth Museum Service
to take up the role as the Community Curator at Andover Museum and Rockbourne Roman Villa. | took over
the reins at The Willis in 2011 (at the same time as running Andover and Aldershot Military Museum) a role
that lasted for 7 years before another major re-organisation in 2018, when | handed the other two venues
over, but took up curatorial responsibilities, which included working on the re-display of Gosport Museum.

| am semi retiring, | will be doing some paid work, but equally | am looking forward to a change of direction
and a rest. Running a modern museum is very much like running a business, income generation is very much
at the forefront as our grants from local government are reduced and | think it’s time to hand over to
someone with a bit more energy.

I will miss the Willis, the staff, our lovely volunteers and of course the Friends. Your support has been much
appreciated over the last 14 years. Whilst some of the plans we had have not yet materialised, | know there
are intentions to keep moving forward and introduce new displays and stories when time and money allows.

My role has been advertised, as and when there is further news it will be shared. No doubt | will see some
of you over the coming weeks — not least at the evening lectures.

Kind regards

Jenny
The Nepalese Ambassador sees Basingstoke’s my Home exhibition.

On Sunday March 2, the ground-breaking Sainsbury Gallery exhibition, Basingstoke’s my Home: local
stories with global roots was visited by the Nepalese Ambassador His Excellency Chandra Kumar
Ghimire accompanied by his wife and other embassy officials.

They had come at the invitation of Poonam Gurung a prominent member of the Nepalese community in
Basingstoke, and one of the incomers to the town from across the world whose heartening stories were
the main subject of the exhibition, stories of finding a welcome here, integrating and working for the
good of the town and indeed enriching Basingstoke with the cultural diversity they brought, whilst still
being able to nourish their “global roots™.

Mr Gurung was there to meet the Ambassador and his party, along with the Mayor of Basingstoke, Cllr
Dan Putty, himself with roots in Mauritius, Paul Sapwell, CEO of the Hampshire Cultural Trust, Sam
Butcher and Tabitha Gunstone-Pollock, the exhibition’s curators, and, of course, our venue manager,
Jenny Stevens. The Ambassador provided Paul Sapwell and Sam Butcher with a traditional Nepalese
scarf and cap for the occasion and presented the Trust with a small Nepalese “khapa”, a hand-crafted
wooden door inspired by Buddhist and Hindu temple architecture.

George Willis remarked that an objective of the museum he founded was to show local people that they
were citizens “of no mean city,” and Basingstoke’s my home, and the gathering on March 2 reaffirmed
that this is indeed the case. (Photos on page 4)


http://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/event/michael-rosen-illustrators

Page 4 1. The Ambassador places a Nepalese cap on Sam Butcher’s head; 2. with his wife and Col.
Charles Ackroyd, (retd), Vice- Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire looking on, the Ambassador meets
Tabitha Gunstone-Pollock. 3. Flanked on the left by Jenny Stevens and Nick Suffolk, Head of
Programme, Heritage and Attractions, HCT and on the right by Sam Butcher, Paul Sapwell and Tabitha
hold the Ambassador’s gift of the Khapa to the HCT. (Photos, Hampshire Cultural Trust)

My journey in museums (so far), by Alice Hatton, the Willis’s youngest and newest Visitor
Experience Assistant.

In May 2020, after submitting my dissertation online and uploading cobbled together scripts and videos of
what would have been our final performances, my BA Drama course had our leaving party via Zoom. I'd spent
three years in Winchester writing, performing, and making plans to move to London when it all ground to a
premature halt. After a frantic rush to move home | had the next few months planned out with finishing my
degree online but once that was over the question of ‘What next?’ began to loom.

As my undergrad came to a close, | was acutely aware | did not want it to end, and | kept myself busy with
various free courses alongside work until | started my role as a Museum Assistant at the Willis Museum.



Page 5 Growing up in Basingstoke, the museum had been a staple of my history-loving childhood but working
there gave me a whole new appreciation for how our history is curated and | became curious about the
decisions behind the display and design. Everyone was incredibly supportive when | began to discuss the
possibility of applying for the Museum Studies MA at the University of Leicester. Thanks to their support and
encouragement, and personal statement advice, | sent off an application and very quickly heard back that |
had been accepted onto the part time distance learning course. The style of course allowed me to balance
my life with study and, mostly importantly to me, to still stay in my role at the Willis.

Approaching my studies this way allowed me to have the
unique experience of watching concepts | was learning about
on paper play out around me within the museum and the
wider Hampshire Cultural Trust. My course was structured so
that we would take one module at a time, consecutively for
the next year and a half then having the remaining six months
to focus on writing our thesis. There were four mandatory
modules, my favourite probably being the first ‘The Museum
and Change’ which covered the history of museums from the
rising popularity of curiosity cabinets through to the present.
‘Object Care and Conservation” was also incredibly fun, they
sent us a package in the post with humidity strips, moth
traps, and various other things to conduct investigations into
our own spaces to aid our understanding. The other
compulsory modules were ‘Designing for Creative Lives’ and
‘Engaging Audiences’.

We then were able to pick four more from a list of six which
meant we could tailor the course to our personal interests
and ideas. On several occasions | took the opportunity to
focus my assignments on Basingstoke. In ‘The Museum and the Natural World’ | chose to design a
hypothetical community garden project, which | imagined could take place with school groups at The Vyne
in Sherborne St John. And in ‘Heritage’ | wrote an essay on ‘How the statues and monuments in the
Basingstoke ‘Top of Town’ area provide local people and visitors with a Sense of Place.” Some of the best
marks and feedback | achieved was in the assignments where | chose to focus on the environment | was
surrounded by. Had | moved to Leicester | don’t know whether | would have retained such a strong
connection to the museums and heritage in Basingstoke which makes me even more grateful for being able
to study in this way.

In the aftermath of my MA, | applied for a six-month position as a Project Assistant on the Data Hunters &
Story Gatherers Project at HCT. Being given the confirmation of my final grade and offered the role within
days of each other felt like the culmination of the last few years of work. As I’'m writing this, | have just entered
the third month of working on Hunters & Gatherers, being able to get hands on experience with the
collections and getting to know a whole other side of working in museums has been a wonderful experience.
A personal highlight is leading a group of Story Gatherers as they are researching into disability heritage in
Hampshire. | don’t know where the next steps in my career are going to take me but the experiences of both
my MA course and my time working at the Willis have been invaluable and made me excited for my future
as |, hopefully, continue working in museums.



Page 6 Your attention is drawn... to the Deane Cup.

This partly gilded silver cup has been in the museum since 1973, after its purchase by the County Museum
Service aided by a grant from the V &A.

The seller was All Saints Church in the village of Deane, hence “Deane Cup”, to help fund restoration work. It
had been in that church’s ownership for almost 300 years having been bequeathed to it in 1698 by a member
of the Wither family which had owned it since the mid-
seventeenth century. However, the cup dates from the mid
sixteenth century, as its London 1551/2 hallmark indicates
that it was made during the brief reign of King Edward VI for
an original owner whose identity is not known. Its maker’s
mark “RD” is thought to be that of a prominent London
silversmith called Robert Danbe.

It bears an engraved inscription reading GYVE GOD THAKES
FOR ALL THYNGS, but it was not as you might expect made as
a chalice. Cups of this kind were used in households where
they were associated with the saying of grace, for toasts and
the drinking of healths.

A similar cup is known to have been made by Robert Danbe in 1557 or 1558 and is thought to be still in
existence. However, you might find getting to see it rather difficult. It is believed that Queen Elizabeth | gave
it to Czar Ivan the Terrible in 1561, so to see it you would probably have to go to the Hermitage Museum in
St Petersburg, or perhaps even the Kremlin.

Education in a Small Hampshire Village: Tunworth, by Bob Clarke

The experience of Tunworth is probably typical of the attempts of educating children in the villages
surrounding Basingstoke during the 19t century and the early years of the 20t century.

In 1807 Tunworth had no institution for the education of the poor. But between 1817 and 1819 and possibly
for much longer Mrs. Jervoise was paying Hannah Towley for educating poor children in Tunworth. She was
teaching six girls and four boys in 1817 and 12 children in 1819. Her bill for 1819 shows that the school year
was for 35 weeks, and she was charging 3d a week for nine of the children and 4d a week for the other three.
Despite this, the Select Committee on the Education of the Poor reported that in Tunworth in 1818 “The poor
are without the means of education, but desirous of possessing them”. In 1832 Mrs. Jervoise paid a Miss
Tooley £8 2s 6d at the end of the year for educating poor children in Tunworth.

In around 1857 a Church of England school was built in Tunworth as an extension to a late 18th century
cottage that became the school mistress’s house. The school managers were the lord of the manor (the
Jervoises of Herriard House) and the rector. It was said to have accommodation for thirty-six pupils. Trade
Directories stated that the school was built for forty children but was altered to accommodate 29. The County
Surveyor reported in October 1903 that the room had floor space for twenty-nine children.

The parish rectors took an active interest in the school, observing the classes and giving occasional lessons.
When Revd. Jordan died in 1902, Revd. Arthur Kelly, rector of Winslade, was appointed rector of Tunworth.
Although Revd. Kelly continued to live at Winslade Rectory he maintained the clergy’s involvement with the
school. Eustace Vansittart Frere, a Parliamentary agent, moved into Tunworth Rectory. Both he and Mrs. Frere



Page 7 took an active interest in the school, visiting, presenting medals for regular attendance, and inviting
the children to the former rectory for tea.

The curriculum included reading, writing, needlework, scripture, nature studies, learning poems and songs,
dictation, and physical drills. According to an interview with a former pupil, “Each day started with a hymn
and prayers, followed by a scripture lesson. They learnt to count with the aid of a frame which had rows of
coloured beads on steel bars, about 20 beads in a row. Letters and short words were written on the
blackboard for the pupils to copy onto slates. Arithmetic or “sums” was a daily lesson and so was reading
aloud. Learning poetry was encouraged and the poems had to be recited from memory. Nature study was a
favourite lesson, and the children kept records of the dates of picking the first primrose or seeing the first
swallow and so on.

Evidence from censuses and trade directories suggest that there was a fast turnover of school mistresses.
From 1881 to 1892 when Mrs. Sarah Williams was appointed, there had been a succession of eight school
mistresses, some of whom remained in post for only a few months. Mrs. Williams remained in the post for
22 years until 1914 when she retired on grounds of ill health. When she left the replacement teacher stayed
in post for eight months until Mrs. Jenny Phelps was appointed in January 1915 and remained in post until
31 May 1922, “after seven and a half years of happy work with the Tunworth Children”. Her replacement
started the following day but left in November. Thereafter the school was run by a series of supply teachers.

The salary of the school Mistresses was £35 a year, which was raised to £50 when Mrs. Williams joined as
she was a First Class teacher. Her pay was increased to £60 a year in 1898.

The school had a wide catchment area. Apart from those living in Tunworth village, the children came from
Winslade, Roundtown. Hackwood Farm, Polecat Corner, Down Farm and Ragmore. The logbooks refer to
children having to walk long distances to get to school and being unable to attend when there was heavy rain
or deep snow or icy roads, “Very small attendance being a very cold day and the roads bad for children
walking from a distance” (logbook entry for 11 December 1882). The logbook entry for 8 February 1923
noted, “only five out of 25 attended due to very wet weather. Children have long distances to walk to school.”
Again, on 26 February 1923, there were only five children present, “three of whom | sent home because they
were wet through”. There were certain days when no children attended school due to heavy snow or very
wet weather.

Despite the stability that followed the appointment of Mrs. Williams, the children’s education was very
disjointed, through no fault of hers. Many pupils only stayed at the school for one year due to families moving
in and out of the area after the Michaelmas hiring season. In October 1900 almost half of the children left
the school due to their parents moving out of the area. During the week ending 17 October 1902 eleven new
children of different ages arrived. After Michaelmas 1903 there was an influx of 11 and 12 year-old children.
(The upper age of compulsory attendance was raised from 10 years old to 11 in 1893, 12 in 1899 and 14 in
1918.) The abilities of the new entrants varied. In 1901 the logbook refers to a girl being admitted “aged 11
years but found her very backward”. An entry in the logbook in 1904 states, “Leonard Digweed admitted
[aged 9]; he cannot do anything”. In October 1908 the teacher wrote, “Received five new children during the
week aged 9 to 13, two of the girls cannot write at all”.

Because of the Michaelmas churn, there was a considerable variation in the school numbers. Trade
Directories refer to an average attendance of 24, but In September 1921 the school’s inspector reported that
the school had 36 children and commented, “the school is over-full, the child population of the district is of
a migratory character”.

School Inspectors commented that “the best is made of somewhat limited room”, and it was “difficult to
manage all the classes in such a small room.” In 1903 the Inspector reported that “the mistress cannot give



Page 8 sufficient attention to each class without a permanent monitor to help her”. In 1904 the Inspector
reported that “Difficulties are increased by the influx of new and very backward children and by the want of
convenient accommodation. Very good work is done considering these facts, but the infants cannot receive
enough attention or even be kept suitably employed.” On 2 May 1904 Mrs. Williams” daughter, Violet, was
appointed as monitor, shortly after her 14th birthday. Despite this, the Diocesan Inspector commented in
May 1908 that the school was “badly handicapped through the necessary grouping of the children in the one
class”.

In May 1906 the Hampshire Observer reported, “The school children of the village held their examinations
on Monday last, which we hear proved very satisfactory, which was a great credit to the school mistress and
her assistant as it makes hard work in this village, because nearly every Michaelmas several families change
their situation”.

Generally, in the weeks preceding the start of the harvest holidays at the end of July and during the first two
or three weeks of term when the school reopened in September at the end of the harvest holidays,
attendance was very poor. The school logbook entry on 6 July 1894 noted that several of the children were
employed in the hay fields “though not old enough to be absent from school”. An entry in the logbook in
June 1908 recorded that “Farmer Best [of Manor Farm] is still employing the three Bakers in the hay field,
though all are under age” and an entry in July 1912 in the logbook noted that “Mr Best employed George
Bugler, a boy of nine years, in the fields all day on Tuesday”.

Many children were absent for several weeks at the start of the new term in September because their families
had not returned from the hop gardens. Some children were absent at other times of the year looking after
younger siblings while their mothers were working in the fields. Minnie Knight, a 12 year-old daughter of an
agricultural labourer from Ragmore was absent for a week in June 1893 because her mother was ill and she
had younger siblings. In March 1895, several children were absent picking up wood. Very few children
attended school during the two days of the Basingstoke Michaelmas Fair. In 1887 the school closed for those
two days.

The school closed for a week in February 1885 because the mistress had a bad knee. In March 1896 all the
children from Winslade were excluded due to an outbreak of scarlet fever in that village and were not allowed
back until May. In June the school shut for a fortnight due to an outbreak of measles and closed again for
most of October due to an outbreak of diphtheria. The logbook entry dated 13 November 1896 said, “Most
of the children who had diphtheria returned, but they are unable to do their work as their eyes are so weak”.
The school was closed for five weeks in 1909 due to an outbreak of whooping cough, for a fortnight in
February 1911 due to mumps, and for three weeks in June 1913 due to an outbreak of measles. Due to an
outbreak of scabies in January 1916 the school had to be closed for a fortnight to be cleaned and disinfected.
Whan the school reopened, some of the children were still excluded. The following year the school was
closed and disinfected again, this time due to an outbreak of scarlet fever. The logbook also contained
references to children being excluded due to them having “a very unclean head” or “skin disease” and books
having to be destroyed to prevent infection.

In 1903 the County Surveyor reported that there was no proper lavatory accommodation. There were privies,
some without light or ventilation, and there was no proper urinal. Water was drawn from a deep well, “This
is strongly polluted water, quite unfit to drink. There may be contamination from the sink waste from the
house”, and the chimney was unsafe. Entries in the logbook noted “rain come in badly in the girls’ [toilets]”
(November 1912); “toilets cleared, but contents not carried away to a proper distance” (October 1915); “The
cesspits have been done away with and replaced by buckets” (September 1916).

In 1915 Mrs. Frere gave the children wool to make mufflers for soldiers. In 1917 and 1918 some of the older
children were exempted from attending school to do farm work.



Page 9 In September 1922 the county’s Director of Education wrote to Major Jervoice that the Education
Committee considered Tunworth Church of England School to be unnecessary and did not intend to maintain
the school as soon as arrangements could be made to accommodate the children elsewhere. The school
closed in May 1923. The final entry in the logbook reads; “4 May. School closed this afternoon.” Surprisingly,
two new pupils were admitted on 30 April.

According to personal recollections, after the school closed, the children had to walk to the school at Upton
Grey, although there was talk of a bus service which meant they would be able to go to school in Basingstoke.
It appears that by 1927 the children of the village were going to school in Basingstoke.

-

From the Robert Brown archive: Two more last picture shows and ten first picture shows,
introduced by the Editor

The January article in this series was about the closure of the Savoy Cinema. The same archive also records
the closure of its rival across the street, The Cannon, formerly the ABC and before that The Waldorf, as well
as charting something of this cinemas’ history.

A cutting from the Gazette of Friday February 22, 1991 reported that this two-screen cinema had shown its
last films the previous evening, one of them having, in the circumstances, the somewhat ironical title “Death
Warrant”. The reporter Alan Cairns attributed its closure to its “unattractive” Lower Wote Street location
“without the availability of a sizeable car park on its own site” and its inability to compete with the ten screen
Warner cinema complex that had just opened in the Leisure Park.

Articles by Robert Brown himself reveal that this cinema under its original name the Waldorf began as part
of a small “empire” established by a local entrepreneur (Edwin) George Casey. Born in Southampton, Casey
had set up a fruit business in Eastleigh and then moved into show business by establishing a theatrical agency
in London. A colourful moustached figure who became well known in Basingstoke he arrived in the town in
1913 and moved into a house in Bounty Road. In the same year he acquired the Corn Exchange and turned
it into the “Grand Exchange Cinema and Vaudeville Theatre.” This was gutted by fire in 1925, but he had it
rebuilt, and whilst the rebuilding was being done he acquired John May’s old drill hall on Sarum Hill and
converted that into a theatre and dance hall and then into the Plaza Cinema in 1931. (It closed in 1954). He



Page 10 opened the Waldorf in 1935 in competition with the nearby Electric Cinema (renamed the Savoy in
1939) and died not long afterwards in 1937, leaving the business to his son-in-law who as mentioned above
sold out to the Associated British Cinema Company in 1968. This company sold it on to the Cannon Group in
1986.
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Managers over the years included Frank Miles, who had done war service on submarines and was in charge
from 1955 to 1971. He followed the old cinema tradition of being seen in the foyer wearing a dress suit during
evening performances.

Frank Miles arranged a visit
from Robby the Robot to
publicise the film
Forbidden Planet in 1956,
and to publicise Dunkirk in
1958, the cinema was
decorated and a military
band paraded up and down
in  Wote Street. Robert
Brown photographed both
events.

A March 1963 cutting from

Basingstoke Review
reported that a major face-
lift was nearing

completion, all the work

being done by night with

not one closure.

Scaffolding had been erected in the auditorium for a month but at no time was the screen “even partially
obscured from any part of the auditorium, nor was there any discomfort to patrons”.
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In 1977 by which time it had become the ABC the cinema was modernised again. A cutting dated June 10
announced that it would close for about three months to allow for its conversion to a double screen cinema
to “offer a greater selectivity of films.” After which it would have two auditoria of 420 and 218 seats. Another
Robert Brown photo shows the exterior in 1985 when the two films were the American comedy Police
Academy and A view to a kill, the fourteenth James Bond film and the seventh and last in which the title role

was played by Roger Moore. Cinema.

TEN SCREENS AT BASINGSTOKE LEISURE PARK

OPEN SEPTEMBER 21

CAMMGATINR | FERURE PASR FACIUITES

When the Cannon closed it was put up for sale, but there
were no takers, and it remained empty and boarded up
until its demolition to make way for an extension to the
shopping complex. | didn’t know Basingstoke then but
someone who remembers the Cannon described its
location to me as approximately where Next is now, but
you may disagree. Please tell me if you do — and | would
very much like anyone who remembers Basingstoke’s first-
generation cinemas to write down their memories of them
for the next issue of the newsletter.

Meanwhile in with the new. Robert Brown saved a double-
sided handbill announcing an open day at the new Warner
Cinema on September 19, 1990, to be followed two days
later by the first showing of films on its ten screens.



Page 12 Review: Jane Austen: family connections with Alton and Chawton, by Jane Hurst,
reviewed by the Editor

In this booklet as a contribution to this year of commemorating Jane Austen’s birth 250 years ago, Alton
archivist Jane Hurst, has brought together seven articles she contributed to the Jane Austen Society Annual
Reports over the last 25 years.

— All relate to Jane Austen’s life at Chawton her home village from 1809
until shortly before her death in 1817, plus some family connections
with the village after that period. As with the author’s other books,

Family Connections with these articles draw upon and quote from a wide range of local archive
Alton & Chawton

Jane Austen

material, (as well as Jane Austen’s letters) and again as usual this booklet
is copiously illustrated with black and white photos and prints “from a
private collection”.

Among many others we learn about local Quakers, very prominent in
Alton, with whom Jane Austen had dealings, one being William Curtis, a
doctor that attended her during the early stages of her last iliness; about
Mary Benn, the spinster sister of the vicar of Farringdon, that the
Austens included in many of their social activities, and what Jane
Pae Rt described as this lady’s “wretched abode”; about William Sharpe, the
previous owner of the Alton house that for the years 1806-1811 became

the Austen, Gray and Vincent Bank, (Austen being Jane’s brother Henry);
and about Jane’s associations with his two partners; and about John
Shilling, a nurseryman who valued the crops in the Austen’s garden and arranged for the sale of surpluses;
the author quotes from a fascinating bill for plants and seeds he supplied to the Jervoise family of Herriard.

Surviving Jane by some 28 years and their mother by eighteen years, her sister Cassandra lived on at Chawton
until 1845, and the article forming the final chapter uncovers much of interest about the last years of her life,
for which a main source was a diary kept by her ( and of course Jane’s) great nephew, Charles Bridges Knight,
who became the Rector of Chawton in 1837.

Another article deals with local Christmas customs that must have been known to Jane, including “goodying”
which the locals passed off as a charity which entitled them to payouts at Christmas, but which Charles,
finding no reference to it in the “charity papers” dismissed as a con.

All'in all, this little book opens some revealing windows into the world in which Jane Austen lived during her
last eight years, telling us much that isn’t available from other sources. Copies are on sale at £3 at Goldfinch
Books, 24 High Street, Alton, and at the Curtis Museum, or by post from Jane Hurst herself at 82, The Butts,
Alton GU34 1RD, (p & p £1). Enquiries to janehurstl@gmail.com

What'’s on at the Willis.
Now until Jun 29: Comedy Wildlife Photography Awards Sainsbury Gallery. To make you smile.
Now until Jun 1: From the Hebrides to Hampshire, landscapes by Jeremy Rossiter. Basingstoke Gallery
May 24 - Jun 1: half term trails and activities inspired by the Comedy Wildlife Photography Exhibition
May 25, 2 pm, Sunday tea and talk: Charles Butler, the father of English bee keeping, by Chris Park. £7,
(£6 to Friends) (includes tea/coffee/cake). To book please go on-line at

To claim discount put FOWMTT1 in

the box requiring a code — or call in, and tell the team member you are a Friend.
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Page 13 Jun 7 — Jul 21: All our futures: three projects developed with the Arts Society, Basingstoke (1):
biodiversity, microhabitats, threats to wildlife and solutions: an exploration of these themes by 7-9 year
olds at Winklebury junior School working with experts from Hampshire Wildlife Trust and artist Vanessa
Rolf resulting in a large scale collaborative art work (2) a study of repeating designs by William Morris by
Year 4 pupils at St Bede’s Catholic School with Vanessa Rolf and Arts Society volunteers, leading to the
creation of printing blocks for printing on tote bags (3) Rail 200: preparatory work for the creation of
decorative tiles at Basingstoke Station by Queen Mary College students working with ceramic artist
Michelle Shields. Basingstoke Community Gallery

Jun 19, 7.30 pm, Friends’ talk: War diaries of the Canadian 4" General Hospital at Park Prewett, by David
Hopkins, Archaeology Gallery

Jul 11: Sustainability Day workshops: How to save on energy costs, travel sustainably, and attract wildlife to
your garden. Free. Donations welcome.

Jul 12 — Nov 2: Michael Rosen — the illustrators. Sainsbury Gallery. A brand new exhibition from the Heath
Robinson Museum exploring Michael Rosen’s books and the many talented artists that have illustrated them
over the past half century,

Jul 17, 7.30 pm: Friends’ talk: A year in the life of the New Forest, by Marcus Ward. Archaeology Gallery
Jul 19 — Aug 31; School summer holiday activities. Trails, activities and workshops, based on the Michael
Rosen illustrators exhibition. Be warned! We may be going on a bear hunt.

Jul 27, 2 pm: Sunday tea and Talk: the extraordinary life and legacy of James Barry, by David Wiggins,
Curator, Museum of Military Medicine. Ground-breaking military surgeon, who was born a female but lived
as a man. Booking as for May 25.

Aug 7, afternoon: Friends’ Group Visit to the Museum of Military Medicine, Aldershot

Sep 5 — Oct 6: Me, myself and art, an exhibition by Neal Whelan. Basingstoke Community Gallery._ A
collection of deeply personal art works that show how the artist has developed into what he is today, and
how art is both a reflection of ourselves and a window into the world that surrounds us.

Sep 18: Friends’ talk: The experimental housekeeping of Jane Austen’s good friend, Martha Lloyd, by Jane
Glennie. Archaeology Gallery. September newsletter to be issued.

What'’s on elsewhere
Allen Gallery, 10-12 Church Street, Alton GU34 2BW
Now until May 25, last few days: Consuo Textile Art: material reverie. An art group exhibition displaying a wide range
of textile work in both 2D and 3D form. A selling exhibition.

Friends of the Curtis Museum and Allen Gallery, Alton. Meeting 7.30 pm at the Allen Gallery. No charge for non-
members but donations are welcome. Further information from Caroline Taylor, carolinetaylor@hotmail.co.uk
Sep 11: How the Victorians died, by Mike Grey

Basingstoke Archaeological and Historical Society (BAHS) www.bahsoc.org.uk

Meeting at Church Cottage starting at 7.30 pm. Admission free for BAHS members., £3 for non-members. No need
to pre-book. Secretary Penny Martin, 01256 974212, bahsecretarYou programme after June?y@outlook.com

Jun 2: AGM, followed by East Anglia and the arrival of the Anglo-Saxons, by David Whiter, BAHS Member

Tadley and District History Society (TADS) www.tadshistory.com

Meeting on the second Monday of the month at Baughurst and Heath End Hall, Heath End Road RG26 5LU at 8.00
pm. Free to members. Non-members £3.00.

Jun 9: The invisible Corps in WW1, by Roy Larkin. The story of the Army Service Corps, 1914-1918

Jul 14: The real Downton Abbey, by lan Porter. What servants’ lives in big houses were really like at the beginning of
the 20%" century.

Sep 8: 900 years of Pamber Priory, by David Cullum and the TADS Project Team, accompanied by a video and a
display.



mailto:carolinetaylor@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.bahsoc.org.uk/
mailto:bahsecretarYou%20programme%20after%20June?y@outlook.com
http://www.tadshistory.com/

a second Hook Heritage poster, kindly supplied by Paul Cluett

Please see the introduction in the January newsletter. We hope to print more in future issues
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