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Friends of the
it Willis Museum

Twelve shillings well spent: Left: Jane Austen’s writing desk; right: 85 Church Street, See page 3

‘The Friends’ was founded in 1978 to “promote, support and improve the Willis Museum.” Meetings are
held on the third Thursday of the month for ten months of the year, and other events are arranged from
time to time. Registered Charity no 280406.

Annual subscription £15. Visitor for one meeting £3

Your committee: Derek Anthony (Chairman), David Wickens (Deputy Chairman and Programme Secretary);
Steve Crudge ( Secretary and Publicity); lan Scott (Treasurer); John Hollands (Publicity and Newsletter);
Barbara Johnson (Membership Secretary); Lynn Martin; Stuart Parker (Assistant Programme Secretary);
Sophie McLean (General Manager, ex officio); Mark Allison (General Manager, ex officio)

This newsletter was compiled and edited by John Hollands and proofread and distributed by Derek
Anthony.

Contact us c/o the museum, or by email at enquiries@friendsofthewillis
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From the Chairman, Derek Anthony
A happy New Year to all our members and their families and welcome to the first Newsletter of 2026.

To begin with | would like to summarise the decisions which were made at the Annual General Meeting (AGM) held on
16th October 2025. At that meeting your committee proposed that the annual subscription should remain at £15,
effective from 1% July 2026. This proposal was adopted unanimously by the meeting. All the officers and members
standing for election were elected. Your committee now consists of the following officers: -

Derek Anthony — Chairman; David Wickens — Vice-Chairman; Steve Crudge— Secretary; lan Scott — Treasurer

plus the following committee members — John Hollands, Barbara Johnson, Lynn Martin, Stuart Parker, and Sophie
McLean (by reason of her role as General Manager, Willis Museum and Sainsbury Gallery).

| am pleased to report that we enter 2026 in good shape with 103 members and a healthy bank balance, thanks to the
dedication and excellent work of your committee.

Finally | would like to draw your attention to the interesting programme of speakers coming to our monthly meetings
over the next six months. The programme has been organised by our Programme Team, David Wickens and Stuart
Parker. |1 do hope that | will be able to welcome you to one or more of these meetings in the months to come.

New novel by local historian

| have been reading Wolsey’s Wife written by local historian Nicola Turton
and inspired by the time she spent researching the Tudor ruins of Basing
House.

N-J Turton

It is the story of Joan Larke who “married” Thomas Wolsey, Cardinal, and
Lord Chancellor to King Henry VI, using the ancient, informal
“Handfasting” ceremony. Handfasting is not something | had heard about
before reading Nicola’s book but was familiar with the expression “tying
the knot” which derives from the ceremony.

Nicola meticulously researched what is known about Joan’s life before
using her imagination to fill the gaps.

| can thoroughly recommend Wolsey’s Wife and confirm that Joan’s story
moves at a pace thanks to Nicola’s easy style with many revelations about
life in late medieval England.

Wolsey’s Wife is available in the Willis Museum shop, priced at £14.99.



Page 3 Twelve shillings well spent, by Bob Clark

John Ring was the person who sold Revd. Austen of Steventon the “small Mahogany Writing Desk with a long Drawer
and Glass Ink Stand” on which his daughter Jane wrote all her novels. Basingstoke’s contribution to world literature and
probably the best 12 shillings ever spent. His “Cabinet and Upholstery Ware-rooms” were in the large red-brick building
in Church Street between St Michael’s Church and Chute House.

John Ring left a set of detailed accounts from 1785 to 1796 which listed all his customers and their purchases. Ring
supplied “everything that was needed to furnish a house” down to the wallpaper, nails and glue. He also employed
carpenters, paper hangers and other craftsmen. He supplied the men and materials to build a large bookcase for Revd
Austen at a total cost of £4 6s 3d. At the other extreme, he only charged Revd Austen one shilling for mending two
mahogany chairs.

His customers ranged from the Prince of Wales (later George the Fourth) who was living in Kempshott House from
1788 to 1795, and county grandees to the publicans and ordinary residents of Basingstoke and district, including a Mr
Grace who bought a quart tin cup for sixpence-halfpenny.

The Prince of Wales’s purchases included a chiming clock in a wainscot case costing £4 10s, feather beds and
bedclothes, including “a best goose bolster weighing 5lb 50z”, three dressing tables, a walnut dining table, a three-foot
round wainscot table, wallpaper and window blinds. Ring charged the Prince three shillings and sixpence for the horse,
cart, boy and turnpike charge for transporting some of the goods to Kempshott. On another occasion he charged the
Prince a shilling for the long cord used to tie the goods to the wagon.

John Ring’s business attracted a distinguished clientele, including the Prince of Wales (later King George 1V) during
his residence at Kempshott House. Among the notable purchases made for the Prince were a chiming clock setin a
wainscot case, priced at £4 10s, reflecting both quality and craftsmanship. The Prince also acquired feather beds and
bedclothes, notably “a best goose bolster weighing 5lb 50z”, ensuring comfort and luxury at his country residence.

Ring sold the Duke of Bolton of Hackwood House “a neat mahogany butler’s tray 2 feet 7 inches long 22 inches wide
with four brass plates screwed” for 12 shillings, “a dressing glass in a mahogany frame”, curtains and three quires of
white cartridge paper. After the Duke died in December 1794, Thomas Orde-Powlett inherited the estate. In January
1795 one of Ring’s men spent four days packing goods and doing other work for Orde-Powlett. Later in the year they
were employed fitting a new lock, putting up curtains, tying down carpets and bringing
a bedstead from Hackwood House to Church Street to be repaired.

L l::;-l;l;n’?xm. Ring supplied William Chute of the Vyne with goods that included a “best cricket ball”

LIVED IX YHIE HOUSE. costing four shillings and sixpence and four scrubbing brushes for two shillings. He also
IN 1794 THE REV CEORGE charged Chute ninepence for washing and mending a mattress. Bigg-Wither of

AUSTEN BOUGHT A Manydown paid Ring for bedding, wallpaper and paper-hanging and other jobs.
M e e Mildmay of Dogmersfield Park was another of Ring’s customers. His purchases
included five red leather shuttlecocks that were fourpence each and a four-poster bed.

When the Basingstoke surgeon, Maurice Workman'’s son died in November 1795, Ring

SHE DRAFTED HER . . . . .

NOVELS 1N STEVENTON, === supplied a coffin “white laced all round two pair handles with breast plate wrote and
1704-1800 screws fixed on the inside” for 12 shillings. He also supplied coffins to the Overseers of
RISINUSTILE EEAITA Basingstoke for paupers’ funerals (“Coffin for Pigden’s Child 3s”) and a padlock for the

- prison door.

GIFT FOR HIS DAUGETER,
JANE AUSTER

Judging from the advertisements he placed in the Reading Mercury, Hampshire Chronicle and Salisbury and Winchester
Journal. Ring was also holding auctions nearly every month as far afield as Newbury, Farnham, Alresford, Aldermaston
and Sandhurst.

He also found time to be five times Mayor of Basingstoke between 1774 and 1794.



Page 4 Editor’s notes: On December 5 the Mayor CliIr Colin Phillimore unveiled a new Heritage Society plaque to
commemorate the Revd Austen’s purchase on the same date in 1794. (photo on previous page) It is thought that he
bought it as a gift for Jane’s 19 birthday on the 15™.

Bob Clarke’s article is a slightly changed version of one that he wrote for the twice yearly VCH Hampshire newsletter
for spring 2025. All the newsletters to date can be found on www.vchhampshire.org/newsletter and are recommended

as a real treasury of local history. You will recognise the names of many of the contributors.
A Basing House Anniversary at the Willis Museum, by Alan Turton

14™ October 2025 marked the 380™ anniversary of the Fall of Basing House to the forces of Parliament. To
commemorate this important event in the story of the English Civil War and local history | set up a one-day
display at the Willis Museum during school half-term, hoping to raise the interest of children in this now
little-taught period of our history.

To tell the life of the ordinary soldier of the time, | brought a mixture of original artifacts from the siege, along
with recreated items from my over 50 years of re-enacting. Among the objects from the siege was a fragment
of a 10” cast iron mortar shell. Used during the final siege in 1645, these deadly bombs were fired at high
angle into Basing House from the Parliamentary lines on what is now the Common and caused the fire in the
roof which burnt out much of the House. The gunner had to be very careful in making the fuse in the shell
the right length, if it was too short it might explode in the mortar itself before firing!

Other original items connected to gunpowder are lead caps from musketeers’ bandoliers. A bandolier was a
leather belt, worn over a musketeer’s left shoulder. Hanging on strings from the belt were around 12 bottles
made of wood or tin, each containing enough powder to fire a musket once. Most muskets in use at the time
were match-locks, which means they required a length of burning match-cord to fire them. Match was made
from hemp cord soaked in saltpetre. The besiegers were ordered to keep the royalist garrison on constant
alert so they would be forced to use up their supply of match.

There are no known surviving articles of ordinary foot soldiers’ clothing from the period and very few
contemporary illustrations. Therefore, the items of re-created clothing | had on display were mostly based
upon documentary evidence from the time such as supply invoices. An ordinary foot soldier at the beginning
of the war was lucky if he received a coat and a shirt. Both sides wore exactly the same sort of clothes and
were only differentiated by the coloured sashes worn by officers and cavalry troopers (red for the King,
orange for Parliament) and occasionally ribbons worn by foot soldiers.

When Colonel Henry Gage came to relieve Basing House in September 1644, his men all wore a white ribbon
around their arm as a pre-arranged badge, or signal to the defenders that they were royalists.

The most popular items on display with young visitors were a pikeman’s helmet and a cavalryman’s English
three-barred pot helmet, they all enjoyed tried them on. (These are illustrated on page 14)

To illustrate the House and some of the people involved | put together some of my collection of period prints
including the engraving of the 1644 “Siege of Bazing House”. This is the only known illustration of the House
before its

destruction. Traditionally this was attributed to Hollar who was supposed to have served in the garrison along
with other artists, but it is now known that he stayed in London.

Although visitor numbers were low, | think this little exhibition was well received, particularly by adults, and
it would be a pleasure to do it again.


http://www.vchhampshire.org/newsletter
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Celebrating 200 Years of the Railway, by Guest Contributor Gill Waller, The Arts Society,
Basingstoke

On 27th September 1825, George Stephenson opened the
Stockton and Darlington Railway by driving his engine,
‘Locomotion’, from Shildon to Stockton via Darlington
hauling a train carrying passengers and a cargo of coal and

flour. This, the inaugural journey on the world’s first public

Years of Train Travel

Since 1925 railway to use steam traction was the first step in what

would prove to be a revolution in transportation. On10th
June 1839, a railway line was opened from Nine Elms to Basingstoke and our horizons changed forever. To
mark the 200t anniversary of the 1825 opening, The Arts Society Basingstoke, (TASB), was asked to design
and create something different, a unique commemoration. We have been providing exhibitions of artwork
in the night subway and the waiting rooms for the past four years. These exhibitions provide an opportunity
to celebrate the work of artists from local schools, colleges and community groups to create an ever-
changing, stimulating environment for passengers using the station. Artists’ works are displayed for a few
months in lockable frames and then replaced by work from another organisation. However, for the very
special 200t anniversary we were asked to produce something permanent — a ceramic tile mural. This was
a daunting task!

Fortunately, Michelle Sheilds, the ceramics teacher at Queen Mary’s College, was excited to embrace this
challenge with her first year, level three diploma students. They were already timetabled to produce Al
posters for the night subway on the theme of Basingstoke with Tamsin Eagle, as they had done in previous
years. This year they would take the topic of celebrating the railway in Basingstoke a stage further to produce
a poster and a tiled mural!

Several of the students had never used clay before and so Michelle provided the opportunity to explore and
experiment with the material before beginning the main project. This was a huge, steep, exciting learning
curve for everyone. The project began in June with a visit to Basingstoke Station to draw, photograph and
make notes. They researched the history of the station and the history of rail transport.

They were indebted to John Hollands from the Willis Museum, and to the Basingstoke and District Railway
Society who was able to furnish them with ~ appropriate images which brought the project alive for them.

o e e —



Page6 Oneimage from the Willis Museum captured the imagination of Mairead Murphy. She loved the third-class
ticket for a train that went from Basingstoke to Cliddesden; she included it in her main piece, comparing it with a
modern-day ticket. She decided to base her design on objects that represent the station. Tickets, wheels, place signs,

and train tracks. Her poster also contains images from her visit.

Keira Birkett, Blake Cotton, Archie Cornish and Megan Suparta worked together on a mural that illustrated the
changing designs of trains from steam to diesel to electric. They rolled the clay onto fabric to create a contrast with
the smooth surface of the engines. The fabric was chosen to represent the texture of the seats. Megan also produced

a poster celebrating the cross-country rail company coming to Basingstoke.

Robin Knoesen made drawings of people and took photos when she visited the railway station which were combined
to create her final design. She made three sets of tiles so she could select the best ones for display. She spent the first
two weeks of the summer holiday working on them so they would be completed on time. Her poster included some

of the people she saw on her visit.




Page 7 Jess Green chose to focus on the powerful image of a steam engine for her ceramic mural while her

poster celebrates modern train design.

Ray Albery —Jones used the line drawings she made on her visit to the station to create tiles that describe the speed
and movement of trains and people. She used black slip to draw onto the tiles. The same expressive drawing is evident
in her poster.

Leigh Burgesss and Emily Chalwin developed their project with a focus on texture. They were interested in the fabric
of the seating which is so practical and hardwearing. They experimented with oxides and glazes to decorate their tiles
with subtle tints.




Page 8 On 21 February 1804, the world’s first ever steam locomotive, constructed by Richard Trevithick, ran nine
miles from the ironworks at Pen y Darren to the Merthyr-Cardiff Canal, South Wales. Caitlin was inspired by the cogs
that were so crucial to this invention.
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Aimee Jennings used a press moulded technique to create a border for the tiles. The standardised border unites the
display group. She was astonished to see them when she pulled the curtain down at the opening ceremony because
when she glazed them they were grey. She didn’t realise that they would be blue once they had fired in the kiln! Her
poster was a dramatic image of a modern train.
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Page 9 Prior to the work being installed at the railway station, we held an exhibition of the preparatory work at the
Willis Museum. The Arts Society Basingstoke particularly values the community gallery because it offers us an
opportunity to celebrate the achievements of our members working with schools and colleges in our town. This
year we had the opportunity to display three projects we developed with young people.

e AllOur Futures —alarge-scale collaborative artwork by 100 children from Winklebury School to celebrate
local wildlife

e Printing Like William Morris - a project with children from St Bede’s Catholic School, which promoted an
understanding of how the natural world can inspire product design.

e Rail 200 - with Queen Mary’s College. This was an opportunity to illustrate some of the hard work that
went into creating the murals at the station.

On 2nd October 2025 the students and their families came to the unveiling of the murals together with the Mayor,
Councillor Colin Phillimore, the MP for Basingstoke, Luke Murphy , Matthew Evans, Senior Stakeholder for SWR, Paula
Aldridge Community Rail Manager and Sharena Knight Basingstoke Station Manager.

It was an extremely joyous occasion to see the students and their parents who were so very proud of their
achievement

LUKE MURPHY,MP (left) AND THE MAYOR, CLLR COLIN PHILLIMORE UNVEIL THE MURALS



Page 10

THE POSTERS N THE NIGHT SUBWAY

From the Robert Brown archives: It could have been so different, introduced by the Editor

How the Willis Museum found a home in Basingstoke’s former town hall is fairly well-known. When the Town Hall
became redundant after the completion of the new Civic Offices in the early 1980s, alterations were made to the

19999992948

building with the intention of making it suitable for leasing as office
accommodation, the most notable change being the insertion of a mezzanine
floor in the upper part of the former assembly hall. You know this second floor
as the Archaeology Gallery and our meeting room.

The building was duly advertised but there were no takers for the office
accommodation, so instead the Willis moved here from its original home in the
former Mechanics’ Institute Building in New Street, and that building was rebuilt
as office accommodation for lease (or rather enlarged and replaced but with a
replica of the old building’s facade) and “New Street Court”, as it became, was
leased out successfully Newly catalogued items in the Robert Brown archive help
to fill out the story.

The archive contains two coloured A4 sized flyers, an earlier and a later version,
advertising our building as the “Town Hall Chambers”. One side displays an
artist-drawn illustration of the exterior, announces how much office space is



Page 11 available, and names the developer responsible for the
conversion. Notice how the balustrade decoration at the top,
echoes the balustrade above our building’s porch.

The reverse side names two “joint agents” one of them being
Pearsons of London Street, and the other David Smedley of
Kingston-on-Thames. Each version of the flyer briefly sets out
what is offered in the section reproduced above. To the right of
this information on the earlier flyer are three diagrams: a first
floor plan; a diagrammatic map of the town centre, including
what is now the Festival Place multi-storey car park, but
curiously not showing the location of the railway station; and a
second diagrammatic map showing how Basingstoke was placed
on what existed in the early 80s of the road/motorway network
of Southern England.

The second version of the flyer has four illustrations instead of
three on this side. The same first floor plan is shown, but the
town centre map has been redrawn, this time prominently
showing the railway station as well as the multi-storey car park.
The road/motorway map has been omitted, and there are now
two photographs of an empty mezzanine floor, in other words

BASINGSTOKE

At o tabing hadf 80 popuiar fioe Iocation, ambodying all
"o fAciEBes of an Impor tynt Sommercin! A reglongl
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Why were there no takers for “Town Hall Chambers” despite the Upon anpication em the Jowd Salke Agents:

pluses listed in the panel reproduced above? At a guess, mainly

because of two factors: it did not have its own car park - by this date the building already looked out on a
pedestrianised Market Place. The other was something that still creates problems for some visitors to the premises;
there was no lift. A brochure for “New Street Court” that’s also in the Robert Brown Archive shows that this
development offered both these features as well as more than twice the available office space. But our building has
lots going for it as a museum, doesn’t it?

Review: Basingstoke Reinvented 1800 — 1925, edited by Jean Morin, reviewed by Howard
Ray

On hearing about this recently published book from The Victoria History of
Hampshire | felt the need to acquire a copy. After experiencing some difficulty
finding a Basingstoke stockist, | secured a copy from the Willis Museum for £15.99.

TUE VICTORIA MISTONY OF HAMPAHINE

BASINGSTOKE REINVENTED
1800 -1925

from A wi o Manufacturing Centré

| was interested to learn from the back cover that the Victoria County History
organisation was founded in 1899 and claims to be recognized as the greatest
research and publishing endeavour into the local history of England.

This book covers the period when Basingstoke was transformed from a market town
serving north-east Hampshire into a manufacturing centre producing goods for the
national and international markets. Burberry, Wallis & Steevens and of course
Thornycroft were significant manufacturers. Over this period the population
increased from 2,589 to 12,415.

Whilst the book is edited by Jean Morrin, we read that it is written by sixteen local
y researchers, many of whom are personally known to us, approaching half being
either current or past Friends of the Willis Museum. Others mentioned whose work has contributed to the book
include Barbara Applin, Mike & Josie Wall, and Debbie Reavell- all Friends or Friends that have sadly passed on.

The 170 pages of text with supporting illustrations, maps, charts, and a mountain of statistics contain a mass of
carefully researched information with every page containing references to the source of the information.



Page 12 Whilst some of this information was not new to me, given my long association with Basingstoke and
membership of both the Friends and the Heritage Society, some of the contents | found really enlightening and
surprising. For example, by 1900 Basingstoke had fifty-four public houses (49 adult males for each).

The principal sections of the book, after a 40 page introductory overview, deal in depth with Economic History, Social
History, Religion and Local Government/Public Utilities. There was something informative on every page, but | must
admit that | found the thirty odd pages covering Public Utilities and Religion the most eye opening. Would you be
surprised to hear that by 1925 there were 20 churches, chapels, and places of worship, all of which are detailed?

The provision of the public utility services which we take for granted these days such as water, sewerage, electricity,
gas, postal and street lighting only started to be considered necessary in the latter part of the period covered.

The book covers the dramatic impact the arrival of the Railways had — both positive and negative - on the town
between 1840 and 1855 and the arrival and demise of the Basingstoke Canal.

This publication also effectively deals with the impact on the town of the 1914/18 war. Did you appreciate that, given
its strategic location, Basingstoke became a major national centre for the massing and dispersal of troops?

It is not entirely clear to me why they chose 1925 for the cessation of coverage but | would imagine that it is because
it is just one hundred years ago. Being one of those of advancing years born in the 1940s | can relate to Basingstoke
and its facilities as it was in 1925. This is a book well worth acquiring, reading from cover to cover, and then becoming
a constant reference source when added to your other books on the history of Basingstoke.

“The Absent Minded Beggar” and Princess Louise Hospital, by Jane Hurst, pp 48
illustrated, reviewed by the editor.

The Absent Minded Beggar ~  When the Second Boer War broke out in 1899, Alfred Harmsworth,1% Viscount

and Northcliffe, the owner of The Daily Mail used his paper to raise funds for the
troops and their dependents, and Kipling wrote his poem The Absent Minded
Beggar to encourage patriotic giving in support. Set to music, this raised £250,000
and the fund became known as Absent Minded Beggar Relief Corps. Part of it was
to be spent on a convalescent hospital, and a site to the west of Alton was chosen
as ideal for its fresh air country views, and access by the Basingstoke and Alton
Light Railway. After a series of hold-ups, the army administered Princess Louise
Hospital opened in 1903.

Princess Louise Hospitals

As with Jane Hurst’s other uniform format booklets, the story is told with the aid
of copious well-chosen quotations from contemporary sources, plus plentiful
illustrations “from a private collection” and a map. The official opening by
Princess Louise, Duchess of Argyll, is well documented including the luncheon
menu, and the lengthy description of the hospital quoted from a local newspaper gives an absorbing account
of what was seen as state of the art in 1903. We learn about deaths of patients, and on a happier note about
sporting activities and entertainments at the hospital including how Christmas was celebrated in 1904. In
November 1905 Lt Col Mulvany, the hospital’s highly respected Commandant died, and there is a vivid
account of his military funeral with reproductions from picture postcard photos of the event.

Jane Hurst

But the Boer War ended before the hospital, built for three hundred patients, was ready to open so it was
underused and therefore it was shut at the end of 1905 it was shut. Because it had been paid for by public
funds it could not be sold, so the buildings were handed over to William Purdie Treloar, Lord Mayor of London
who knew the hospital as a visitor, and converted to Lord Mayor Treloar’s Hospital and College which received
its first group of disabled children on September 12 1908, at which point the story ends. (Treloars moved
from here to a new site to the east of Alton in 1949.)

This book is a “must” if you have a particular interest in the history of Alton, but beyond that, it will interest
anyone who likes to know how things were done at the beginning of the last century. The costis £3 + £1 p&p
and copies can be purchased from Goldfinch Books, 24 High Street, Alton or direct from Jane Hurst, 82, The
Butts, Alton GU34 1RD



Page 13 What’s on at the Willis

Foreword by the General Manager, Sophie McClean

Dear Friends,

As we start 2026, we are delighted to still be hosting our “Beyond the bonnets” exhibition, which has now had its run
extended until March 1°'. We have had a really successful end of 2025, hosting a number of talks and events with a
Jane Austen theme. You still have one more chance to see “Mrs Martin’s Library” on the 29'" of January, which will
take place in our café.

After a very busy 2025, I’m starting to find my feet here at the Willis Museum, and I’m looking forward to planning
a variety of events and activities. Please do keep checking the website for up-to-date events info — I’m just in the
process of planning our half term programme and am looking forward to pulling together activities around our
next exhibition — Bees! We are hoping to run some new events different from our usual programme.

I’'m looking forward to getting to know the Friends more over the next few months. Thanks as ever for your
continued support.

Best wishes, Sophie

Now until Mar 1: Beyond the bonnets: working women in Jane Austen’s novels. Sainsbury Gallery. Working
women in her novels, in her own life and in her time. A celebration of the 250" anniversary of her birth.

Jan17- Feb 8: In her nature exhibition, by four Hampshire artists. Basingstoke Community Gallery. Seeking “to
reconcile humans as parts of plants, animals and natural phenomena and in doing so to recognize the importance of
women as protectors of nature.

Jan 17: In her Nature Exhibition, meet the artists. A chance to meet the four artists, Kristin Rawcliffe. Rae Mason,
Susan Cunningham, and Caroline Streatfield for their own personal introduction to their work on exhibition.

Jan 25, 2pm, Sunday tea and talk: The extraordinary life and legacy of James Barry, [military surgeon], by David
Wiggins. Archaeology Gallery.

If you can, please book on-line at www.hampshireculture.org.uk/willis-museum-and-sainsbury-gallery. Otherwise,
phone 01256 465902 or call in. Admission £7 less £1 discount for Friends. To claim your discount on-line enter
FOWMTT1 in the box requiring a code. If applying in person, tell the team member that you are a Friend.

Jan 29, 7pm (Café opens at 6.30) Mrs Martin’s Library: a theatrical monologue by Jane Glennie of Pedlars and
Petticoats Café Willis. The library was used by Jane Austen.

£10. Please book online if possible. Otherwise phone or call in.

Feb 14 - 22: Family activity slot. Kids’ activities over the half term

Feb 22, 2pm, Sunday tea and talk: The story of the Basingstoke Workhouse, by Barbara Large. Archaeology

Gallery. Booking as for Jan 25

Feb 28-Apr 5: Traces. Community Gallery Exhibition by ten+ women artists from Basingstoke, Newbury and
surrounding areas. The artists include two Willis volunteers.

Mar 14-Jun 28: Bees! Hampshire’s hive of history and nature. Sainsbury Gallery With special emphasis on local man
Charles Butler, 1571-1641, “The father of English bee keeping”

Mar 19, 7.30pm: Friends’ meeting: The life of Edwina Mountbatten, by Richard Anderson. Archaeology Gallery

Mar 29, 2pm: Sunday tea and talk: Around the world in 50 birds, by Keith Betton, Hampshire Ornithological
Society Archaeology Gallery. Book as for Jan 25

Apr 11-May17: Bees! Community Gallery A complementary exhibition to our Sainsbury Gallery Exhibition.

Apr 16 7.30pm Friends’ Meeting: Spitfire production in Tadley, by Richard Brown. Archaeology Gallery

Apr 26, 2pm: Sunday tea and talk: beekeeping through the ages, by Chris Park. An enhancement to the exhibition.
Book as for Jan 25.

What’s on elsewhere

Friends of the Curtis Museum and Allen Gallery, Alton. Meeting 7.30 pm at the Alton Community Centre, Amery
Street, Alton GU34 1HN (doors open 7pm). No charge for non-members but donations are welcome. Further
information from Caroline Taylor, carolinetaylor@hotmail.co.uk

Feb 12: Aspects of Alton’s history, by Tony Cross

Mar 12: Capture the castle: the story of castles through artists’ eyes, by Tim Craven

Apr 9: The Commonwealth War Graves Commission, by Mike Dawes

May 14; AGM & Bats: superheroes of the night, by Nik Knight
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Basingstoke Archaeological and Historical Society (BAHS) Meeting at Church Cottage starting at 7.30 pm. Admission
free for BAHS members., £3 for non-members. No need to pre-book. Secretary Penny Martin, 01256 974212,
bahsecretary@outlook.com; Website: www.bahsoc.org.uk

Feb 2: tithe barns... and their imposters, by Joseph Rogers, author and amateur historian

Mar 2: Silchester: the landscape setting of the Iron Age oppidum and the Roman city, by Prof. Mike Fulford, CBE,
University of Reading

Apr 13: Access and amplification: Basingstoke’s past on film. Screening and talk by Wessex Film and Sound Archive.
May 11: Rural settlement in medieval Hampshire and beyond - from the fifth century to the fifteenth, by Prof David
Hinton, University of Southampton

Tadley and District History Society (TADS) www.tadshistory.com
Meeting on the second Monday of the month at Baughurst and Heath End Hall, Heath End Road RG26 5LU at 8.00
pm. Free to members. Non-members £3.00.

Feb 9: The life of Edwina Mountbatten, by Richard Anderson

Mar 9: The real Wolf Hall: what Henry VIII, Anne Boleyn and Cromwell were really like, by Ian Porter
Apr 13: Newbury Roman cemetery, by Dr David Peacock

May 11: A history of the University of Reading, by lan Burn

Tailpiece: English Civil War helmets, see page 4

Left:
pikeman’s
morion
Right:
cavalry
trooper’s
three
bared pot.
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